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10 THE 
R E A D R. 
\ S there is ſo great a variety in the 
| diſpoſitions and opinions of men, 
it is no wonder that I differ from many 


others, in my opinion relating to the 
method and ſtile of moſt modern wri- 


ters, both in proſe and verſe; moſt 


authors, eſpecially poets, affecting a 
lofty florid manner of expreſſion, filled 


with ſuch words and phraſes as com- 


mon readers ſeldom underſtand, nor 


have many times, as they read, oppor- 
tunity to conlider the true meaning of, 


and therefore do but imperfectly conceive 
the author's intent, | 


* 
- 


I confefs I have but too frequently 


met with poetry very grateful to the 


2 ear, 


1 


22 
* 
— 
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ear, full of wit and imagination, adorn- 
ed with polite learning, elegant diction, 
and beautiful fimilies, which, like mu- 
ſick, while it delights the ear, conveyed 
to me no inſtruction in morality, no 
information in religion, no encourage- 
ment in virtue, nor any profitable 
amuſement, being ſo full of coinage and 
invention, and is deſtitute of real truth, 
that it is waſting money to purchale it, 
and loſing time to read it. 


For theſe reaſons I have wrote the fol- 
lowing ſheets in as plain and explicit a 
manner as I could, avoiding every ima- 
ginary and flighty mode of expreſſion; 
partly for my own amuſement, but more 
for the benefit and real inſtruction of 
ſuch perſons to whom I wrote, without 
any intention then of ever publiſhing 
them; but having lately more fully con- 
 fidered the condition of the numerous 
- hopeful youth in our ſociety, and the 
activity of young minds, and how de- 
firous they moſtly are of amuſement in 
reading (and eſpecially of verſe) and how 
few profitable things they are likely to 
have fall in their way, I thought it my 
duty rather to expoſe myſelf to the cen- 

ſure 


1 


fure of the critic, than withhold any in- 


ſtruction from the religious or deſerving 


youth. 


I know that neither the ſubjects, nor 


the mode in Which I have treated them, 


will ſuit the wanton taſte of the irreli- 
gious and vainly-polite reader; but the 
ſimplicity of the ſtile beſt became my 
profeſſion, and the gravity of my fub- 
jects; and if they are read by people 
well diſpoſed {to whom only truth is 
acceptable) ſuch may, I hope, be in 

ſome degree profited ; it is to the peruſal” . 
of ſuch I recommend them; and if they 
ꝑroye of any advantage and edification to 
any of theſe, my end in preſerving them 
will be anſwered: ſuch readers I hope 
will long be found in my family, and 
among my children and their offspring. 


Joun Fry. 


Sutton- Benger in Wilts, the 25 th 
of the Third Month, 1774. 
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SELECT 


SELECT POEMS, Se. 


TO A FRIEND ON RETIREMENT: 


Ould'ſt Ec my friend, 1 in life” 8 ſhort 
ſtage be bleſt, 
And after death enjoy eternal reſt; 
Or doſt thou in the truth a growth gelte, | 
Then I adviſe thee often'to retire | 
Into ſome loneſome, undiſturbed place; 
Wherein thou n leiſure, well to 
trace | 
Thy inward ſteps, and juſtly contemplate 
Upon thy paſt, as well as preſent ſtate ; 
Then may'ſt thou plainly ſee, as in a glaſs, 
How theſe thy few, uncertain moments paſs: 
And if thou find'ſt, that thou haſt miſs'd thy 
way, | 
. 1 exhort thee earneſtly to pray 


"1192 4 B L (In 
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(In ſoul at leaſt) to Him, who, by his pow r. | 
Will be thy helper in a trying hour : 
And thus thou may'ſt, by his aſſiſtance, be 
Enabled to advance from one degree 
Unto another, till thou com'ſt at laſt 
To fee the combats of thy warfare paſt ; 
Which in due time will be accompliſhed, 
And thou from doubts and fruitleſs thoughts 

be led. 


Thus may'ſt thou come aſſuredly to find 

The ſweet enjoyment of a peaceful mind; 

And though afflictions may thy foul ſurround, 

Let let thy patience underneath abound ; 

Be not with trouble over-much diſmay'd, 
But truſt in God, and he will be thy aid; 

| Make him thy boſom friend, and he will be, 

On all occaſions, nigh to counſel thee. 


A CON= 


( 3 1 
A CONTEMPLATION IN AFFLICTION. 


* 


REAT is my pain, and preſſing the 
diſtreſs 
Which doth my mind with pond'rous weight 
 __ oppreſs, 

And fills my ſoul with grief: 

And great the burden of that penſive load, 
Which in my heart has taken its abode, 

And ſuffers no relicf. 


II. 
But greater far the power that's often near, 
And underneath fupporting thofe that fear 

His great and worthy name; | 
Upon him therefore may I ſtill rely, 
And to him now for ſtrength and help *PPIF 
From whlience it ever came, 


5 
Who never yet forſook the pure in heart, 
Who from his righteous law dare not depart, 
Dor fly to man for aid; 


„ For 


1 


For they who always act upright and 400. 
And in che Lord alone do put their truſt, 
Need never be afraid, Is 


IV. 


And wicked men together may combine, 
The righteous to oppreſs; 
Thoſe various trials and afflictions here, 


A ee — ——— mm — —— — 
1 


Will tend to des er 


when it was removed. 


„ K » 


Though death and hell may often ſeem to join; 


T bough for the preſent they may ſeem ſevere, 


3 N. B. The firſt fix lines were written in 
time of great diſtreſs of mind, and the reſt 


AN 
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AN ALPHABETICAL ACROSTICK, 
COMPOSED FOR THE USE OF SCHOOLS: | 


1 LL mortal men that live muſt ſurely 
die; 

B ut how, or when, is hid from bangs eye: 

C onſider then thy few uncertain days; 

D elay no longer to amend thy ways: 

E ngage thy heart to ſerve the Lord in love; 


Fb or all his ways, the ways of comfort prove: 


G rant to thyſelf no time for vain delight: 
H ate all that's wrong, and love to do mg 
right: 

L n all thou ever doſt, act in. God's fear; 

K eep ſtill the thoughts of death and Judg- 
ment near: 

L earn to avoid what thou believ ſt i is ſin; 

M ind what reproves or juſtifies within: 


N o act is good, which. deth. diſturb thy 


Deace® _ 


O r can be bad, that makes true joy cent 8 


P revent the loſs of time, be timely wiſe ;. 
Q vench not the Spirit, all its teachings prize: 


R ely alone upon that power, that can 
S ubdue the pride: and 1 — looks of man; 


EE. s & T his 


A 1 i 


I ea this, if tis obey'd, will give the youth 
Z cal for the Lord, and lead into all truth. 
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15 
T his heav'nly power is that which ſanctifies 
U nto the Lord the heart that's truly wiſe; 
W ait for it then, in it ſuch wiſdom is, 

X enophon's wiſdom, folly was to this; 


A CONTEMPLATIVE RETROSPECTION, 


I. 
THEN I my early days furvey, 
And view the time that's paſt . 
The ſeaſon of my youth; 
Review the mercies of the Lord, 
When he did-firſt to me afford 
| The knowledge of his truth; 


Wa 
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| Such cauſe 1. find for chankfulneſt, 3 al 


As Oi words can ne'er expreſs ;, 5 
| Such. cauſe to praiſe his name, © 0 
Who gave to me from day to day L 


# 3 2 2 


And led me in che ſame. 


| The farther knowledge of h his May. 5 1 2 


* 


> 


vy "7 © 
III. 
Who knowing then my childiſh ſtate, 
Did in compaſſion. on me wait, 
Hi? pleaſure to reveal; 
And by his light that ſhone within, 


Both what was good, and what was ſin, 
Did not from me conceal: 


But in his mercy helped me 
The ſnares of ſin and death to fee, 
Alſo to. ſhun the ſame; : 
And by his grace afforded ſtrength 
To overcome the ſame at length, 
Through him from whence it came. 


* 
T. is * this pow! r of God alone 
| Man's ſaving help is only known,, 
Io ſhun the ways of fin; _ „ 
His. reaſon can't this work effect, 3 
Nor all his wiſdom him direct, 
Or give him ſtreggeb within. | 


FF EI 


ON CONTENTMENT.. 


RT thou, Oman! poſſeſt with ground- 
leſs fear? 
Do things on earth to thee confus'd appear ? 
Do grief and ſorrow now thy ſoul around, 
And new diſtreſſes every day abound > 
Art thou thereby extremely toſs'd and vex'd,. 
And ſtill with croſs occurrences perplex'd ? 
| Suſtain afreſh ſome unexpected loſs, 
And all thy efforts meet a ſudden croſs? | 
Doſt thou complain to give thy ſorrows vent, 
And alt thy thoughts conclude in difcontent? = 
Conſider then what is the cauſe of this, 
Why every thing is wrong, why all amiſs; 
Examine firſt the fecrers of thy heart, ; | 
And weigh thy conduct well in every part; | 
Perhaps from thence ſome cauſe of diſcontent || ' 
Doth oft ariſe, which yet thou may'lt prevent. 


'Tis baſe to look without, and lay the blame 4 
On things around thee, and fuppoſe it came- 1 
From chance, or fortune, or the wickedneſs. | 

Of this deceitful world, which more or leſs J 


Na Daitturbs 


TBE 
Diſturbs thy mind, and often breaks thy reſt, 
And ſo from thence: thou think'ſt thou art 
oppreſt. 
Perhaps ſome pleaſing ſin, ſome darling vice, 
To their embraces do thy mind entice; 
But when they're paſt, * ſoon may ſt re- 
collect ; 
Thy recent faults, nnd; on thyſelf reflect, 
But not repent; and let thy peeviſnneſs 
Perverſely fill thy ſoul with new diſtreſs: 
Which to ſuppreſs, do not thyſelf exert, 
Nor, by repeating, ſtudy to avert; 
Nor by extremes of trade, or hopes of gain; 
Vainly attempt contentment to attain; 
Nor can'ſt thou by exceſſive drinking be 
Made from thy reſtleſs cogitations free. 
But when theſe fail, if thou purſu'ſt thy flights 
And ſeek'ſt contentment in ſome vain delight, 
Some ſoothing pleaſures in the ways of fin, 
_ Ent'ring the gate that's wide, and walking in 
The way that's broad, which to deſtruction 
leads, | 
And for ſuch liberty too often W ; 
Pleas'd with the ſportive path, the jovial 
| croud, 
The vain, the baſe, the covetous, the proud, 
| The 


AI 
The mimic Chriſtian, who can ſing, or pray, 
Or drink, or ſwear and who from day to day 
Talks of religion, though he knows it not, 
Pretends to duty, though he has forgot. 
All who obſerve it muſt theſe ways forſake 
Repent, amend, and daily ſtrive to take 
A daily croſs, to crucify the will 
(That men by nature ſtudy to fulfil). | 
Can'ſt thou, Oman! by this expect to find 
A laſting comfort to thy toſſed mind? 
Were heaps of riches thine, would all theſe 
poleaſe? 
Would pride, or pleaſure, give ahee taſting 
eaſe? 
Will all theſe chings thy cravings ſalaty 9 
* Can'ſt. thou attain to true content thereby 2 
No] ſurcly no ! thele cannot eaſe thy grief, 
Nor give thy anxious ſoul the leaſt relief. 
The ſordid miſer can't be ſatisfted, 
Nor faſhion-ſeckers ever pleas'd with pride; 
The pleaſure-hunter ne'er could find the 
ſcent, 
Nor fading pleaſures ever give content. 
Whilſt men are ſecking where it can't be 
found, 
And vicious paſſions in their hearts abound. 
Repeating 


3 
Repeating ſin will ne'er afford relief, 
Nor vicious ways extenuate thy grief: 
Vain recreations will increaſe the weight 
Of thy diſtreſſes, which remain ſo great; 
All things without thee never can appeaſe 
Thy fears and _— or give ſubſtantial | 
caſe, 
Turn thee from theſe in time, and ſeek the 
Lord, 43325 | 
Who by his grace will ſaving help afford; 
He only can thy ruffled thoughts prevent, 
And give thy ſoul the balſam of content; 
Which never can be found in earthly things, 
Theſe ſow the ſeeds from whence thy trouble 
ſprings: 
Strive then in time, to enter at the gate 
Which to the carnal mind alone is ſtraight ; 
And tread the path that's narrow to the mind 
That is to fin and wickedneſs inclin'd; 
But is indeed a moſt delightful way 
To all that do the will of God obey ; 
A way of peace, and moſt refin'd delight 
The path of wiſdom, as 4 ſhining light, | 
Which, if regarded, would thy ſteps invite 
To travel forward in this holy way, 
That leads thee forward 10 the perfect day. 


The 


1 12 J 
The man whoſe mind is truly ſanctify'd, 
And wean!'d from eh 3 ogy and 
ee, 
Who knows the Land; ad; loves him in 1 his 
heart, | 
He has contentment in the inward: part; 
Which all mankind, who live in Adnet 
Cannot conceive, or any- wiſe poſſeſs. 
O that the ſource thereof was underſtood ! 
And men both knew and ſought their chiefeſt 
good ; 
Then fears and doubts would bwifely diſap- | 
r 
fond humble mortals meet dh comfort 
here: 
For he that fears the Lord, and knows his 
mind, 
In all conditions to his will * d, 
Will find a croſs is always for the beſt, 
And true ſubmiſſion is the way to reſt? 
What he enjoyeth, whether more or leſs, 
He thinks it is a favour to poſſeſs : 
For he that has but food and raiment here, 
Who ſerves the Lord, and walketh in his 
fear: 


Or 


„ 

Or he that is with needful comforts bleſt, 

And uſes well the bleſſings here poſſeſt; 

Or he that doth the greateſt riches ſhare, 

And yet diſtributes with his utmoſt care, 

The freſh increaſe with which he doth abound, 

And to the Giver ſtill is thankful found ; 

Theſe bleſs the Giver both of life and health, 

To him ſubmit, who can diſpoſe of wealth, 

Where wealth is good; where apt to capti- 

mw - 

Has kept them ſafer in a lower ſtate. 

What he diſpoſes ever 1s for good, 

And ſo to ſuch it's always underſtood : 

This acquieſcence tends to happineſs, 

And brings ſuch comfort as they can't expreſs. 

No murmurs then, no doubts, no needleſs 
fear, | 

What Providence allots, ſuch freely bear, - 

This diſpoſition always will prevent 

The riſe and growth of thankleſs diſcontent. 


Thus much I can with thankfulneſs ex- 
* - pres, 
Has been my chiefeſt ſtudy to poſſeſs ;- 
What heaven beſtow'd on me, or to me lent, 
Has hitherto afforded me content ; 
Ee 1 


EY 
'Tis all his bounty. What I farther crave 
Is but to manage wiſely what he gave; 
That theſe enjoyments may be rightly us'd, 
And not by me, or mine, at all abus'd; 
That we may not, like to the thoughtleſs 
mnL 
Be avaricious, ſordid, grand, or proud: 
Nor dare I once to think, if I had more 
I'd be content; but never can before. 
What is enough? Why, as the fool expreſſes, 
Alittle more than what a man poſſeſſes. 
Is this the caſe? Of ſome perhaps it may; 
Not of the truly wiſe, I dare to ſay. 
The fool at diſtance fixes happineſs, 
And well he may; 'tis what he can't poſſeſs : 
For 'tis the portion of the righteous here, 
Who'dwell in humble gratitude and fear; 
. Theſe find the pearl of price, the precious 
| gem, 
Superior to an earthly diadem. 


=) 
| @ 


ON HAPPINESS. 


1 there's on earth a ſtate of happineſs 
A To be attain'd unto, which few poſſeſs, 
The different aims and views of men declare; 
They think it's to be found, but know not 
where : | 

The poor ſuppoſe it's only found in wealth; 
The weak and ſickly ſay, it lies in health; 
The rich conceive it dwells among the poor, 


(Who don't the want of needful. things 


deplore ;} 
The barren pair imagine 'tis poſſeſt 
By all who are with num'rous offspring bleſt; 
But they that have them, think the anxious 
care | | 
Increaſing children bring, too great to bear: 
The hurried tradeſman thinks he ſhould ad- 
mire | | 
A ſtate of eaſe, could he but once retire ' 
From commerce free; with needfuls be con- 
tent; 
But when he tries it, cannot but lament 
E His 
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His ſituation thus without employ, 

A life of dulneſs, which he can't enjoy. 

The gay and airy think it's found in ſport, 
When they with eagerneſs in crowds reſort 
To hunting, racing, cocking, baiting, where 
They look for happineſs, but 'tis not there. 
Some pleaſure-gardens haunt, and hope to find 
Some new amuſement pleaſing to the mind : 
Here they expoſe their folly and attire, 

That the deluded crowd may them admire; 
While others laviſh time and wealth away, 
In muſick, mirth, or dancing, ſpend the day, 
The night in drinking, maſquerades, or 
play: 

Some vilely ſpend in wantocncss the Pg | 
And ſome in waſteful gaming take delight; 
Some think it's found in riot and exceſs, 
And others ſeek it in their drunkenneſs : 
Some to the play-houle frequently repair, 
And hope to find it, but it is not there: 

In theſe purſuits no happineſs can be, 

Nor they obtain the ſtate they long to ſee. 
The miſer next, the poor: rich needy man, 
Gets with his might, and ſaves it all he can; 
He thinks himſelf ſuperlatively wiſe, 
And others follies can with ſcorn deſpiſe: 
Laments 
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Laments their evils, but, behold ! meanwhile 

Upon his bags and bonds delights to ſmile ; 

He, with abhorrence, ſhuns extravagance, 

And hates the mode that's newly brought 
from France; | 

Admires his wealth, eſteems it happineſs 

That he can here his darling gold poſſeſs; 

So deep the love of this has pierc'd his heart, 

He craves yet more, and. loth from this to- 

part: 

For food and raiment ſome he muſt expend, 

Bur. ſtill reſolves to ſave it in the end 

Mean things will wear, becauſe he can't afford 

| To uſe his pelf, or take it from his hoard; 

No act of friendſhip—no beneficence 

Can he at all to the diſtreſs'd. diſpenſe ;. 

Nor well afford himſelf ſuch things: to eat, 

As nature wants, or prudence thinks are meet: 

But time, O cruel time! will ſlide away, 

The captive mortal muſt not with it ſtay 

Longer, to own things he cannot uſe, 

Nor let another ſhare. 


If I. this. madneſs farther may expoſe, . 
My thoughts upon it I ſhall thus diſcloſe :: 
When little children gather pebble-ſtones 
To lay on heaps, and each his treaſure owns, 
En To 


TW 
To raiſe their heaps one quickly loads his hat, 
Another holds her lap, and fills up that; 
But when they're tir'd they caſt 'em all away, 
At this we ſmile, and call it children's play: 
But when wiſe men we lee, like children, 
ſtrive 
To gather wealth, and ev'ry way contrive 
To graſp together what they cannot uſe, 
How can we ſuch in any-wiſe excuſe ? 
Much worſe than children, far more fooliſh 
they; 
1 860 act in earneſt—their's is Wilts play. 


Thus men, alas! of happineſs are cheated, 
And all their ſearches after it defeated; 
Who fly the hand that would their faults 
chaſtiſe, 

And ſtop the ears to him that would adviſe; 

Who cloſe their eyes to him that gave them 
— 5 2: | 

And chooſe thick n rather than the 
light; ; 

Left in the light it fully ſhould appear 

They muſt begin to live in godly fear, 

And learn to take and bear a daily croſs, 


And for each ſin endure a juſt remorſe ; 
: That 


1 

That on the neck of luſt becomes a yoke, 

And ſlays its vitals with a friendly ſtroke. 

No happineſs can be on earth obtain'd, 

Until the bleſſing of the Lord be gain'd, 

Till men begin to learn his holy fear, 

And by his bleſſed counſel daily ſteer; 

Theſe men alone attain that happineſs, 

Which all the wicked never can poſſeſs : 

For they that ſquare their lives by his direc- 
tion, 

Will never fail of counſel and protection; 

Then truly happy thoſe who rightly know. 

This ſource and ſpring of happineſs below, 

Which is deſcended only'from above, 

And 1s the earneſt of the Father's love; 

A fore-taſte here of everlaſting bliſs, 

Which all the truly faithful never miſs : 

No vain delights, no. pleaſures, ſuch deſire 

Nor riches here: their thoughts are raiſed. 

=. Higher 

Than earthly things, and fixt on God above, 

Who 1s become the object of their love, 

Their chief delight, their hopey their * 
good, | | 

Though not by carnal man.ſo underſtood, 

*Tis the redeem'd alone who do poſſeſs 


(Whilſt here 3 this ſtate of happineſs. 


A FATHER'S 


A FATHER'S ADVICE TO HIS SON, IN R IIA 
TION. TO MARRIAGE, &c. 


N all thy ways acknowledge him 
Who made and formed thee ; 

And as he has the ſovereign pow'r,, 

Thou ſhouldit a ſubject be. 


Let not thy will oppoſe his will;. 
But to it ſtill ſubmit; 

Let him thy future ſteps direct, 
As he ſhall ſee it fit. 


For he alone has pow'r to bleſs 
With health, or length of days; 
Or bring to nothing thy deſigns, 

And blaſt thee in thy ways. 


In all affairs of conſequence, | 

His counſel aſk, in fear, 5 a 
To ſhew thy courſe, direct the wind, 

| 00 as thy Pilot ſteer: | 
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And then thou wilt be ſure to miſs 
Thoſe rocks or ſhoals of ſand, 
On which ſome lofty veſſels daſh, 
Or in a tempelt ſtand, 


Be conſcious of thy want of ſtrength, 
Foreſight or penetration, 

To judge of the event of things, 
Or gueſs at their duration, 


As marriage is God's ordinance, 

| Let him point out the way, 

And by the teaching of his grace, 
His mind therein convey. 


To bring the object to thy mind 
With nearneſs of affection, 
Which will a laſting union form, 
And gain Divine protection. 


This union is more ſtrong by far a 
Than all the pow'rs of death, 

And will preſerve the pious pair 
In comfort here on earth; 
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Yea, bleſſings from the heavens above 
Will on ſuch ſouls deſcend, _ 


And bleſſings of the earth beneath, 


As they on him depend: 


So will the bleſſing of the Lord, 


That maketh rich indeed | 


Such ardent ſeekers ſatisfy, 


And far their hopes exceed. 


This way I cook—Theſe ſteps we trod, 
This by experience know, 
T hat great advantages indeed 
From this dependance flow. 


I thereiore recommend to thee | 
This ſafe unerring way, 

Which if thou art concern'd to ſeek, 
Thou wilt not go aſtray. 


1 


10 A YOUNG WOMAN, 


QUAALL youth, endow'd with more than 
common ſenſe, 
Adorn'd with beauty, wit, and eloquence ; 
Be with ſuch bright, ſuperior talents bleſt, 
As by the vulgar ſeldom are poſſeſt; 
And favour'd alſo with a perfect ſight 
Of real duty, from an inward light; 
Receive ſuch bounty from the Donor's hand, 
And yet not duly think, nor underſtand, 
Why theſe are lent, and how the obligation 
Affects us all in every diff*rent ſtation ? 
And ſhall we not to him devote our days, 
To ſerve him truly to exalt his praiſe : 
And flee from all appearances of evil, 
With all the ſly deluſions of the devil; 


The youthful luſts that war againſt the ſoul, 


T hat eyermore its happineſs controul ? 
'Tis things celeſtial folid comforts give, 
And yield that vital ſtrength by which we live. 
Can leſs than this the hungry ſoul ſuffice, 
Dr ſatiate the mind that's truly wiſe ? 


Or 


Our ſearches then ſhould ever be employ'd 


Of peace depriv'd, from whence true hope 


In fach a marriage as affords content ; 
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Or can it any perfect good poſſeſs | . 


In modes of worſhip, or in modes of dreſs? 
Far be it from the enlighten'd human mind, 
In things below, a laiting peace to find. 
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In ſeeking Him, who when alone enjoy'd, 
Admits no further ſearch; the chiefeſt good, 


When thus poſſeſt, is amply underſtood. ; 


All things terrene, eſteem'd as dung and droſs, 
And all that keeps us back from him, a loſs; 


A loſs indeed! What greater loſs than this, 


To loſe the time of gaining endleſs bliſs. 


commences, 
Meerly to pleaſe and gratify our ſenſes. 
Conſider this, and let this meditation 
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Become the ſubject of thy contemplation. 
May he that is the only ſource of joy G 
Become thy choice, thy future thoughts 


employ; v2 E. 
Of fading things below the er ſtain, W 
Which often to the mind occaſion pain. ö FY 
May he in awful fear thy ſteps direct, 7% 
And from the ſnares of death thy ſoul protect; = 
And grant thee here on earth a ſetthement, 1 


To 
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To one united, who devotes his life 
To ſerve his God, and to oblige his wife: 
And thou unite with him in that concern, 
And both as one your duties jointly learn; 
So will you be together ſurely bleſt, 
And be entitled to eternal reſt. 
May peace and comfort crown thy future 
| days; 
And fill thy ſoul with everlaſting praiſe. 


— 


— 


ON INGRATITU D. 


Hall mortal man receive his vital breath, 
And be the ſteward of the ſpacious earth; 
And for his uſe apply its ſole increaſe, 
Feed on the grain, and clothe him with the 
fleece 3 | | 
Gather the cluſters of the fruitful vine, 
Comprefs its juice, and fill himſelf with wine 
Eat the delicious fruit of every kind, 
Which he around the rolling globe can find ; 
At pleaſure work, or kill, the ſtately ox, 
And eat the lamb that has eſcap'd the fox; 
From the induſtrious bees their honey take, 
And ſpoil thoſe combs he * not {kill to 
make; 
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Whole families deſtroy, to take away 
All they could ſave, by loſing not a day; 
In which they could from danger life ſuſtain, 


From froſt, or name n wind, n hail, or 
rain? 

With hunting hares and RE mal men make 
-ſport, 

And after them with coperneſs hors | 

And for diverſion thus the creatures uſe ? 

Yea, ſome in every ſpecies they abuſe: 

The bleating flocks ſhall either ſell, or lay, 

Take from the lowing herds their young away, 

Receive their milk, convert it to their uſe ; 

Can man, thus favour'd, be without excuſe, 

If he conſiders not the hand that gives, 

And worſhips not the God by whom he lives? 

Shall he be thus the lord of earth and ſea, 

And to the Giver yet unthankful be ? 

Rule o'er the brute inhabitants below, 

And to the fowls and fiſh no favour ſhow ? 


Not fully pleas'd with his productive fields, | 
Or what the earth upon its ſurface yields; 
Shall pierce the bowels of his mother earth, 
(From whence he had his origin and birth) 
To ſeek for hidden treaſure, where he finds 
His water, fuel, and metallick mines, 

5 Bring 
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Bring forth her gold, and riches as his own 

Shall no return at all for this be ſhown ? 

What views of duty now to man appear ? 

What ſenſe of guilt for fin? * What mournſul 
tear ? | 

What reſolutions, 1 to amend? 

And what proviſion for his latter end ? 

What obligations own, what thankfulnets, 

Doth he by actions every day expreſs ? 

And as a grateful being ſtrive to ſhew, 

Is to the Giver of his, blefings due. 

How much, alas! is duty laid aſide, | 

And thoughtleſs mortals [wallowed. up in 
pride ! 

Some after riches graſp, with eagerneſs, 

Whilſt others even wallow in excels ; 

As if the life of man ſhould be employ'd 

In heaping up what's only here enjoy'd; 

As if our actions here did not relate, 

Nor any ways affect a future ſtate ; 

As if ungrateful man not once believes 

The bleſſings and the favours he receives 

Came from above—that watchful Providence 

Doth evermore his gifts to them diſpenſe ; 

That all we have is lent us from above, 

As daily proofs of that regard and love, 

D 2 In 
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In which the Lord doth conſtantly beſtow 
His favours to his creatures here below. 


Shall ſtupid man, thus bleſt, refuſe to own 
That light of grace, by which is clearly ſhown 
The mind of God engraven on the heart, 
And manifeſted in the inward part; 

And ſhall not he this inward law obey, 
That leads him out of every hurtful way, 
That brings his will to know a true ſubjection, 


And draws his mind from ev'ry vile affection; 


From all undue deſires of every kind, 


That lead from God, or captivate the mind; 


In order thus to ſet him wholly free, 
And make him ſharer of that /iberty 
The ſons of God enjoy—with ſolace bleſt, 
Bur after death partake of endleſs reſt ? 


Ho ſordid, then, is he, who dares to flight 
Such love as this, and Him with ſcorn requite, 


Reject his counſel, his reproofs refuſe, 
And with his outward gifts himſelf abuſe ! 
Shall not the rigbteous Fudge of all the earth 
Do righteouſly to all, whoſe life and breath 
Is in his hand—end fully recompenſe, 

To every one, the wages due from thence; 


And 
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And all the nations that forget the Lord, 


Be turned into hell, as their reward ? 
Not all the nations, then, that knew him t, 
But they that &zew him, and his law forgot, 
And yet forget; though oftentimes they feel 
An inward check, which doth his mind reveal; 
But this ſome ſlight, as if they would not) 
| hear, 
Nor to it lend a ſtill attentive ear: 
Such mult, at laſt, this heavy ſentence : 
bear; *Þ 
Depart from me, 1 1 ye not to ye, | 
Sheep of my fold, nor ſervants unto me. 
May thoſe in time, of all their fins repent, 
This awful ſentence ey to prevent. 


Wy 
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ON KNOWLEDGE. 


AN. EPISTLE TO A YOUNG MAN LATELY RETURNED: 
| FROM SCHOOL, 


IT ſalutation of unſeigned love 
(Whoſe ſource and ſpring is only from 
3 * 
1 thee ſalute and wiſh that health and peace 
May thy n be—and "1 increaſe ; 
25. And 
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To know thyſelf —thy frailties fully ſee, 


Which only can beget a willingneſs 


For native innocence, with ignorance, 
| Cannot alone enable to advance 
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And more than this, I have for thee defir'd, 
That all thy knowledge, hitherto acquir'd, 
May not ſuffice—nor ſatisfy thy mind, 

Until thou yet ſuperior knowledge find, 

The knowledge of thy God—to know his will, 
And how thou may'ſt aright the fame fulfill; 


And know his humbling hand lay hold of thee, 
To bring thee — the deeps, to that 
diſtreſs, 


To follow him in ev ry tribulation, 
Which will at laſt effect thy ſoul's ſalvation. 


And from the droſs of nature purify'd 


In ſaving knowledge—we muſt firſt be try'd, [ 


Till ſelf becomes entirely crucify'd 


Our knowledge ſlain, our nat'ral will ſubdu'd, 


And ev'ry pleaſure that our minds purſu'd 
(Whilſt in a ſtate of nature we remain'd) 
Become ſubjected, till we have attain'd 


The inward, perfect knowledge of the Lord, 
And know the language of his awful word, 


That's ſharp, and ſharper than a POE 
ſword *, 

o Heb, iv. 12. ; 
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'Tis this alone that makes us truly wile, 
And 'tis in this the beſt experience lies. 

This knowledge never yet puff'd up the mind, 
But humbles moſt the ſoul that's moſt refin'd. 
Thus parts and learning being ſanctify'd, 
Are uſeful made, but never laid aſide, 

Be this thy aim, thy labour, to attain, 

*T will be thy riches here, thy future gain; 
"Twill lead to peace, and endleſs happineſs, 
And more than compenſate for all diſtreſs, 
Which may in proving ſeaſons be thy lot, 
And yield thee joy when theſe ſhall be forgot; 
For tears in future will be wip'd away, 
And clouds expelled from the perfect day; 
The Saints in light will evermore rejoice 
With ample joy; no ſound of ſorrow's voice 
Will there be heard, nor be remember'd more, 
Where holy ſouls, with praiſe, their God adore. 


Theſe weighty things, however great and 
true, 
Are own'd by many, but are known by few: 
And may theſe hints (dear child) be ſo impreſt, 
And ſink ſo deeply in thy tender breaſt, 
As to engage with ardency thy mind, 
To ſeek in earneſt, till thou truly find 
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This pearl of price, this glorious diadem, 
Tranſcending far an oriental gem ; 

And may thy portion be the precious truth, 

Fhe guide of middle age, the ſtay of youth, 
And the ſupporter of the hoary head, 

Affording help, when other helps are fled: 

*T will be thy tay, thy ſtaſt, thy fun, thy ſhield; - 

A ftrong munition, that will furely yield 

Shelter from florms, a covert from the heat, 

A hiding place, when tempeſts round thee beat; 

May'ſt thou for ſafety always to it fly, 

And in iss ſafe pavilion live and die. 


AN EPISTLE TO A FRIEND'S SON.. 


| Hough he be ſtrong that has thy mind 
poſſeſt, . 
And rul'd with rigour in thy youthful breaſt, 
And with his goods incumber'd ſo thy mind, 
That thou no room, nor reſt, at all couldſt. 
find; | | . 
But on his bed of eaſe, whilſt there thou ſlept, 
And when awake, he thee in darkneſs kept; 
To ſooth thy pain, he various arts employ'd, 
5 To keep thee pleas'd with what thou then 
. e | 
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With ſhews of worſhip, falſly call'd devotion, 
And deem'd that wiſdom which was only 


notion: 
Eſteem'd that pleaſure which was wholly 
vain, 
And call'd that loſs which is the — 
gain: 


Deceiving often thus thy a ſoul, 
He doth thy peace and inward reſt controul, 
Leſt, being ſtil], it ſhould at all attend, 
And hear the gentle whiſpers of its friend: 
Which if it would but once attend to hear, 
His ſilent voice would reach its liſt'ning ear; 
Softly, but piercing, would his invitation 
Invite thy ſoul to wait for his ſalvation; 
Gentle the knocks he'd give upon its door, 
Frequent his offers, freedom to reſtore; 
For greater's he to whom all power is giv'n 
To rule in earth beneath, as well as heav'n; 
He only can the ſtrong man armed toll, 
And caſt him out, and ſoon his goods can 
ſpoil; 
From ſatan's chains of darkneſs ſet thee free, 
And gain thy captive ſoul its liberty 
To ſerve thy God, and daily to fulfill 
Thy great Redeemer's pure and holy will; 
| : And 
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And lead thee forward, humbly to rejoice, 
To hear, diſtinguiſh, and obey his voice. 


But yet, alas! how liable are we . 
To be deceived by this enemy! 
How frequently doth he our ſouls betray, 
Our great Creator's laws to diſobey ! 
How many ways hath he to twiſt his tail, 
If what he firſt attempts ſhould chance to fail ! 
What new inventions doth he always find 
To tempt, deceive, and ſo delude mankind; 
And ſteal our minds inſenſibly away, 
And from our watch our feeble hearts betray: 
And ſo deprive us of that daily bread 
By which our needy ſouls ſhould ſtill be fed; 
That weakneſs might our want of food arent, 
And death become our portion in the end ! 
But yet rejoice, my friend, there is a pow'r 
That can reſiſt him in the tempting hour, 
And keep thee ſafe as in a refuge tower : 
Fly to him, then; lean on his mighty arm, 
And he will guard thy ſoul from future harm; 
As thou do'ſt on him conſtantly depend, 
He'll keep it ſtill in ſafety to the end. 
Take this advice as from a cordial friend. 
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HEN I, O Lord! thy works ſurvey, 
And wiſdom contemplate, 
I am in admiration loſt, 


| They're ſo ſublimely great ! 


Thy wiſdom and thy pow'r are ſuch, 

And works fo far extend, 

No human thought can penetrate, 
Nor ſcience comprehend. 


„ When, in the moſt expanded thought, 
Thoſe mighty works I trace, 
My feeble underſtanding fails 
In comprehending ſpace: 


Profound and infinite, indeed! 
Which language can't expreſs, 
Nor can imagin'd {wiftneſs help 
4 Its vaſt extent to gueſs. 


f 
No falling millſtone from above “, 
For near a cent'ry, can 
4 Convey to us a clear idea 
| Of height or depth to man, 


|| | Who can define the magnitude, 

WF Or matter, of the ſun? 

| i Or moon, or ſtars? But which, at laſt, 
1 ' Muſt end as they began. 


| Their different motions, forms, or uſe, 
| Can feeble mortals ſay ? 

Or penetrate ſuch points abſtruſe 
While here inclos'd in clay? 


3 


b Stupendous, great and truly wiſe 
Art Thou, by whoſe command 3 
We live or die, as with a touch, 

. | Or motion of thy hand: 

All nations, when compar'd to thee, 


Are like the bucket's drop f, 


| ® Biſhop Taylor, in his Contemplations on the State 
f Man, page 137, ſays, If a millſtone were thrown 
« from the higheſt firmament, and ſhonld every hour 


fall two hundred miles, it would be ninety years before 
te it arrived on the earth,” | 


1 Ila. xl. 15. 
e Or 
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Or like the weightleſs duſt that lies 
Upon the balance top: 


Thou mad'ſt the earth a wond'rous globe, 9 
And round it form'dſt the ſe ; 1 
This globe ſuſpendedſt in the air, 

Where tis upheld by thee: 


Thy hand alone the ſea reſtrains, 
And rules the boiſt'rous wind; 
Thou mak'ſt the earth to fructify, 
And creatures in their kind: 


Thou giv'ſt each month its property 
To bring about the year; 

In which thy Providence is ſeen, 
And bleſſings do appear: 


There's no defect in all thy works, 
Which thou beheld'ſt were good *; 

And ſo to man they muſt be deem'd 
If rightly underſtood : 


* Gen. i. 25. 
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If thus thy a works appear 
To us ſo truly great, 


" Unfathom'd, and immenſe indeed! 


In all their parts complete: 


Could we behold thee as thou art, 
And fully underſtand 

Thy moſt ſurpaſſing love to us, 
The product ef thy hand; 


Who to each ſoul a body gave, 
Firſt taken from the earth, 

In thy own image being made, 
And warm'd with vital breath: 


Could we conceive this mighty work, 


And underſtand the whole, 
How the inhabitant became _ 
A pure immortal foul ; 


And comprehend thy boundleſs love 

To man's immortal part, 

And fully know how 'tis convey'd 
In ſectet to the heart; 


1 
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Could we perceive this inward work, 


And view the new creation, 
Wrought in the ſouls of ſinful men, 
Producing renovation ; 


This inward work as juſtly claims 
Our wonder and ſurprize, 

And renders thee as truly great, 
As holy, juſt, and wiſe. 


Our utmoſt knowledge yet attain d. 
Or found by all our art, 


Concerning God, his works, or ways, 


Is not a thouſandth part, 


Each planet, doubtleſs, is a globe 


Compos'd of earth and ſea, 
And ſo fill'd with inhabitants 
As may be more than we. 


Some noted ſtars have names affix'd 
To be diftinguiſh'd. by, 


And men by various arts pretend 
Their diſtance to deſcry; 


E 2 
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But could they ſoar on high, and view 
Thoſe bodies as they are, 


Their diſtance meaſure with a line, 


And what they find declare; 


This new account would differ wide 
From what we now conceive, _ 

And far tranſcend what mortal man 
At preſent can believe. 


Perhaps the ſun may from our ſeas 
Refle& upon them light; 

And theirs return the ſame to us, 
And twinkle in the night. 


The ways of God elude our ſearch, 
Are paſt our finding out ; 

And works of wonder they appear, 
Beyond the ſceptic's doubt. 


Let mortals, then, abaſed be, 
And humbled in the duſt; 
His works admire, his pow'r adore, 


Who is for ever jult, 


For 


1 

For he will ſurely recompenſe 
According to our ways, 

To whom is all obedience due, 


With everlaſting praiſe. 


Ceaſe, then, aſtoniſh'd muſe, and leave 
All farther ſpeculations, 

And worſhip him, the great 1 AM“, 

The fear and dread of nations f. 


In awful ſilence proſtrate lie, 

And leave thy uſeleſs pen, 

Till he another theme inſpire, 
And raiſe thee up again. 


* Exod, iii. 14. + Iſa. viii. 13. 
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A CON TEMPLATION ON DEATH, 


TOW can the _ ſoul, inclos'd in 
: clay, 
And unaſſur'd of that a ſingle day, 


Forget that this his cottage made of earth, 


Muſt fall a victim to the pow'r of death; 
And not without the deepeſt thought reflect, 
How much that ſolemn parting muſt affect 
Its future being in an endlels ſtate ? 

Who can this awful change but contemplate : 2 


Can we preſume, while here we dwell below, 


The late departed ſoul's eſtate to know? 
Or truly ſee the bleſſed ſoul's fruition? 
Or find the wicked ſoul's deplor'd condition? 


Can man by all his wiſdom penetrate 
Into the nature of a future ſtate? 


Or can the blind, who dwell in endleſs night, 
Conceive the glory of refulgent light? 

No : theſe are things not to be ood 
By ſuch as never knew the ſource of good : 


Buy nature only, man could never ſee 


His wretched ſtate, nor trace his miſery. 
8 1 
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If here on earth he meets with pain or grief, 
He hopes, at laſt, kind death-will yield relief; 


Scarcely conſidering bad may yet be worſe, 


And he receive an everlaſting curſe. 

No carnal man can by his ſearchings find 
The depth of ſolace to the peaceful mind; 
And ſeldom thinks, that God created man, 
Upon a wiſe, and moſt judicious plan 
Which is recorded in the ſacred ſtory *, * 


To be on purpoſe for his Maker's glory. 


Few well conſider, why the human mind. 
Should in a fleſhly body be confin'd 

A few uncertain days; why, by creation, 
Fix'd in a ſtate of trial and probation ; 
That he thereby be to obedience brought, 


And fo redeem'd ſrom ſin in word and thought, 


But thoſe that meet with tribulations here, 
And ever take their feeble ſteps in fear, 
Afraid of moving wrong, ſcarce move at all, 


And when they know they ſtand, they fear to 


fall; 


Theſe are the few, to whom this world appears 


A ſea of trouble, and a vale of tears : 
When pain of body, or diſtreſs of mind, 


Becomes their portion, this they hope to find, 


| Ia. xliii. 7. . | 
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That death to them vill be a welcome friend, 

And his approach will make their ſorrows 
end; 3 

Nor can to them a ſudden terror bring, 

(Nor will the grave afford a pointed ſting) 


Though unforeſeen and haſty death appears, 


The wicked only are poſſeſt with fears; 
The truly pure in heart the Lord ſball ſee, 
And over death triumph in victory; 


Whoſe power can only reach the houſe of clay, 


Diſlodge the ſoul, and chaſe it thence away; 
Which only ſuffers by that ſwift remove,, 


A quick tranſition to. the joys above. 


Thus wheat and'tares we ſee together grow, 
And one from t'other do diſtinctly know; 


Yet both together muſt till harveſt ſtand, 
And then be ſever'd by the reaper's hand, 


Till he in ſheaves. the wheat together bind, | 
And leave the tares (when ſever'd thus): 


behind, 
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A DESCRIPTION OF A TRUE MINISTER OF 
| CHRIST. 


Tnar man or woman's qualify'd to 
teach, — 

And can the goſpel- tidings truly preach, 

Who can the true refining pot endure, h 

Or, like fine gold, is quite refin'd and pure 

Or, like the ſilver, purg'd from droſs and tin, 

From all pallutions fully waſh'd within; 

And, in the furnace being fully try'd, 

Knows both his fleſh and ſpirit mortify'd, 

'Till condemnation he no more can find, 

But knows converſion, both in heart and 
. mind; : Rp | 

And from this inward purity of heart, 

No evil thoughts poſſeſs the inward part; 

No fooliſh jeſting for diverſion us'd, 

Nor can he be by vanity amus'd ; 

But evermore from levity refrains, 

And greater evils perfectly diſdains "Soak 

No guardleſs words attend his converſation, 

Nor jult reflection ſtains his reputation; 

Is modeſt, chaſte, and prudent in his ways, 


By grave deportment conſtantly conveys 
Inſtructions 
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Inſtructions round about him to the youth, 

And cloſe unites with ſuch as love the truth; 

Is one in ſpirit with the pure in heart, 

And ſuch as dare not from the Lord depart ; 

Is always anxious for the preſervation 

Of all profeſſing truth in every ſtation; 

Is willing to ſupport its diſcipline, 

And with his brethren always in it join, 

To help the weak, and ſtrengthen the ſincere, 

The ſtubborn check, but not with words 

ſevere; 

Adviſes, always, in that ſpring of love, 

That would reclaim, and molt effectual prove; 

Conſiſtent with that pattern left behind, 

By him who is the Saviour of mankind ; 

To whoſe example he muſt always keep, 

Who ne'er was ſeen to laugh, but often weep: 

And his diſciple always will be grave, 

And with the greateſt decency behave ; 

And by examples will inſtructions give, 

And fhew his hearers how they ought to live . 

But ſuch as don't, from preaching ſhould 
refrain, N . 

And ſilence keep, nor dare to preach again, 

For all their pains therein will prove in vain: 


This 
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This ancient maxim's ſurely true, we know, 
No ftream can higher than its fountain flow. 
The gift that comes from God, to him will 
-- Jead; 
But that which comes from man, for man will 
plead, 
Lead to extol his parts—but not admire 
The gift as God's, becauſe he don't inſpire : 
But when he does, it gains ſuch evidences 
As can't be fathom'd by the outward ſenſes. 


Theſe perſons, only, have a right to preach, 


Of whom it may be truly ſaid, THEY 
TEACH 


AN EPISTLE TO A VERY YOUNG WOMAN, 


Y much eſteemed, little friend, 
Some hints of good advice I ſend, 
In much good-will to thee ; n 


And let them deeply be impreſt, | 
And treaſur'd up within thy breaſt, & 


And till remember'd be. 


Firſt then begin the Lord to fear, 


And in his counſel always ſteer, 


Let him thy ways direct; 


As 
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As good from bad thou can'ſt diſcern, | 


Avoid the bad, the other learn, 
And he will thee protect. 


Be always decent, neat, and plain, 
From modiſh dreſs, and pride refrain, 
Though found in every ſtation ; 
Be modeſt, courteous, yet reſerv'd, 
But let not friendſhip quite be ſtary'd, 
For want of converſation. | 


To true religion be inclin'd, 

And let it fill thy heart and mind, 
Tis worthy of thy choice: 

And thou wilt find returns of peace 

Will daily more and more increaſe, 
And cauſe thee to rejoice: 


25 "Twill to thy parents thee endear, | 
And gain ſuch love and favour here, 
As can't be well expreſt ; 

And laſting bleſſings from the Lord 
Will here on earth be thy reward, 

And lead to endleſs reſt. 


Threat' ning ſome heavy judgments from 


If no kind warning will effectual prove. 
Thus to conſider what mankind profeſs, 
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THE REFUGE OF THE RIGHTEOUS, 


TO A FRIEND. 


8 here on earth we meet with tribula- " 
tions, | 

And paſs through — deep a4 ſore proba- i 
tions; | 

Sometimes ſurrounded with diſtreſſing fears, 

And ſometimes over-whelm'd with floods of 
tears; 

Sometimes with our own frailties much op- 
preſs'd, 

And ſometimes more with others faults 

diſtreſs'd ; 
And often griev'd for the abominations, 
Which ſo abound in theſe profeſſing nations, 


: # My 
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And how they live—occaſions deep diſtreſs 

To thoſe who love the Lord, and who lament 

To ſee ſo many ſin—ſo few repent ; 

And ſee profeſſors fill'd with high pretences 

Of ſerving God, when, by the conſequences, 
F *Tis 


„ 

'Tis clear to ſee they from his ways depart, 

And love him not, ſincerely, from the heart; 
- But love their pleaſure more, and ſtrive to 

__ pleaſe „ 

Their vain de ſires, and reſt themſclves at 1 

No croſs they bear, no ſelf-denial chooſe, 
And thus the way of life and peace refule : 

Where, in theſe caſes, muſt the righteous fly? 

Shall man, for help, to feeble man apply ? 
No, ſurely no! Vain is the help of man, 

His utmoſt efforts weak, do all he can: 
But he who doth upon the Lord rely, 

Will find his gracious ſuccour always nigh ; 

He can relieve the doubtings of the mind, 

And give that preſent help it wants to find, 

He Cares for them, who on him caſt their 


care, ; 
And helps the tempted to avoid the ſnare; | | 
We them that aſk, the ſhield of faith be- ; 
* ſtows, 5 


T: 0  _ the fiery darts which Satan throws 
To wound the humble foul with cauſeleſs 

— Tour, 

And make the ways of God unjuſt appear; 35 

Who, to the righteous, is a friend indeed: 


A preſent helper in the time of need, 
3 „„ A true 
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A true phyſician to the wounded ſoul, 

Whoſe word alone can make 1t truly whole; 

Strength to the weak is always with him 
brought, | 

And counſel givin to him who counſel 
ſought; 

To God alone the righteous ever fled, 

And all their wants before him * 
ſpread; 

Who was, and is, and will be nigh at hand 

To all his little ones, in every land, 

By him no trials are to any brought, 

And no inſtructive leſſon by them taught; 


And what attends his children by permiſſion, 


Proves advantageous to the ſoul's condition, 
Though grievous for the preſent they appear, 
And to the tried ſou] may ſeem ſevere; | 
But when the Lord doth theſe afllitions bleſs, 


They then produce the fruits of righteouſneſs; 


And fuch probations very often tend 
Io ſolid peace and comfort in the end. 
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ON THE SHORTNESS AND UNCERTAINTY OY 
LIFE. 


HORT and uncertain is the life of man, 


Whoſe longeſt time is only call'd a ſpan; 
And that ſo ſhort and rapid in progreſſion, 
That we have but a momeat in poſſeſſion; 
Yea, while we ſpeak, that alſo flies away, 
And others that ſucceed, which make the day. 
Thus night ſucceeds: the day, and day the 

night, 

But each uncertain ſtill—a ſecret quite 
From us conceal'd—all for our penetration 
Could never find its length nor ſmall duration. 
As tenants thus at will, our care ſhould be, 


Not unprepar'd the meſſenger to ſee, 


That calls us hence. No time have we to) 
ſpare, 

In which we ought not with the utmoſt 
care, 

For our removal daily to prepare : : 

No time for avaricious thoughts to be 

At all indulg'd ; nor in the leaſt degree 
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To aim at graſping heaps of riches here, 

Whoſe uſefulneſs we cannot make appear: 

No time have we to ſpare for vain delight; 

Nor time for ſports, as pleaſing in our light, 

To lead us to forget uncertain tine, 

Which we ſhould * uſe: when in our 
prime | * 

There's time ſufficient prudently to hive; 

For honeſt labour and induſtrious care, 

For the ſupport of life, and gain W N 

Of ev'ry needful thing. 

A truly thoughtful man may r find 

Leiſure enough to exerciſe his mind, 

Amidſt his labour, in deep contemplation, 

And inwardly to pray for preſervation: 

But true religion will extremes prevent, 

And render men in all eſtates content; 

Time calls for this Give firſt to God thy 
heart, 1 

And ſeek his kingdom in thy inward Sor, 5 9 

Devote thy youth thy ſtrength thy parts » i 
thy all, 

To yield obedience to the heav' as call; 

That man ſubmit entirely to fulfill: 

The xnoyn requirings of his Maker's will: 


a - „That 
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et That his Creator ſtill remember'd be“, 
“ Before the evil days draw nigh, when he 
« Shall ſay, In them I can no pleaſure ſee ; 
« Before his vitals feel the fatal ſtroke, 
e Or golden bowl, or filver cord be broke; 
& Before the keepers of the houſe ſhall ſhake ; 
ce Before the pitcher at the fountain break ; 
« Before the windows cloſe—the grinders ceaſe, 
« The ftrong men bow, becauſe of irength's 

decreaſe; 

« Before the ſun and moon withdraw bir light, 


© Or ftars are hid, and veiled from his ſight, 


« And man return to his long home again, 
« And mourning in the ſtreets is then in vain,” 


Wiſe would it be in man, thus to reflect, 
And all his paſt miſcondutt recollect, 
And ftrive to mend the failings that are paſt, 
And ſpend his day as if it was his laſt; 
No evil practice, no indulgent ways, 
Should fill the ſhort remainder of his days: 
And as the time is ſhort—the work is great 
He has to do, or fully to complete : 
If life ſhould fail, this loſs he can't retrieve, 
Nor ſhun the ſentence which he muſt receive. 


9 Ecclel, xii. 1, &c. 
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So ſwift is time, the infants t'other day, 

Are grown to men the ancients ſwept away; 
The ſtrong man lately, alſo feeble grows, 
And ſoon muſt die the aged wiſe man knows 
His outward ſenſes fail that he declines ; 
The wretched miſer feels it, and repines 

To leave his gold—his god—and all he hath, 


And dreads to die, for fear of endleſs wrath. 
But let time thus with ſwiftneſs fly away, 


Let beauty, ſtrength, or ſenſes thus decay; 

Let every claſs of men poſt to the grave, 

And haſten on, their exit there to have; 

Let thoſe that love their pleaſures here on 
earth, 


Grieve and lament whene'er they think of 


death ; 
The righteous cannot grieve—becauſe they truſt | 
In him alone, that's faithful, true, and juſt, 
To grant to them an endleſs ſtate of reſt, - 


In which they will remain for ever bleſt, 


In happineſs with him, which cannot ceaſe, 
A ſtare of true tranquility and peace, 


But though the ſtrength of man 5 feels 
decay, 


And all his days are flying fwiſt a away, 
Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe his time was fix'd for eighty years, 
That to eternity compar'd—appears 

So very ſhort, when paſt, tis like a day, 


Whoſe fleeting moments quickly ſlide away. 


Should not poor inan in this uncertain ſtate, 


Great prudence uſe, before it be too late? 


Some ſerious thoughts admit into his mind, 
About what future ſtate he hopes to find; 


Whether the way he takes be right, or wrong, 


And what rewards muſt ſtill to each belong? 
Would man but ſeek, he'd find a teacher 


near, 
That would. inform-him always low to ſteer, 


And lead him to conſider that his breath. 


He muſt reſign at the approach of death; 

Which always him purſues with winged ſpeed, 

And gains upon him faſt; yea, faſt indeed! 

Is even at his heels, with ſcythe in hand, 

To cut him down, whoſe force he can't with- 
ſtand; 1 

Prepar'd, or not, he muſt a victim be, 

And launch from time into eternity: 

O endleſs ſtate! If bleſſed, bleſt indeed! q 

Bur if in torment, ſo it is decreed- 

That in that ſtate it muſt for ever be, 

And ſo remain to all eternity: 
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No reſtoration left, nor hop'd relief, 

Can then at all alleviate its grief. 

Let precious time be rightly uſed, then, 
And truly valu'd, by the ſons of men; 
And wiſely fill'd, with diligence and care, 
To ſerve the Lord, and for his reſt prepare. 


A CONTEMPLATION ON HEAVEN. 


S here on earth the bleſſings of the Lord, | 


To humble minds, ſuch ſecret Joy 
afford ; | 

Or when he makes his counffance to ſhine 
Upon the ſeeking ſoul, with love divine ; 
One hour of this ſublime and perfect joy 
Doth (while poſſeſt) the raptur'd ſoul employ 
In grateful thanks, reſulting from its worth : 
Vain is th' attempt, by words, to ſet it forth, 
For language fails—an inward ſecret ſong 
It only feels—to which no words belong. 
If thus the foretaſte be, the full poſſeſſion | 
Can't be conceiv'd, nor couched in expreſſion; 
Where ſaints and angels ſhare the full fruition 


Of endleſs bliſs, that has no intermiſſion ; 
Where 
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Where glorious viſions always meet the fight, 


And every voice, that's heard, affords de - 


light 8 
Where ſolemn ſilence, for a certain ſpace, 


Was mark'd, by John, “ to fill the holy place; 


And when the Holy One in ſilence ſits, 
And all the heav'nly hoſt to him ſubmits, 
No fight more ſolemn ! awful, and profound, 


In heav'n above, or earth beneath, is found; 


Where numbers endleſs, fill'd with joy and 
praiſe, 
Are huſh'd at once—and each his Lord obeys; 
And when he pleaſes, each exalts his voice, 
Tranſcendent joy indeed ! Where all rejoice ; 
Where pain and grief where mourning and 
diſtreſs, . | | 
| With their attendants, never find acceſs; 
Where conſolation in perfection reigns, 
And peace triumphant evermore remains; 
Where ſongs harmonious, and united love, 
Cement, as one, the happy ſouls above, 
Who dwell in regions of eternal day, 
Tranſcending ey the ſun's meridian ray; 
And where the glory of the ſovereign Lord 
Superior luſtre docs thereto afford; 


* F ev. xviii. 1. 


Whoſe 
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Whoſe moſt majeſtick glory fills the ſpace 
Of that immenſe expanſe, and heavenly place, 
Where great Jehovah's ſmiles inſpire the lays 
Of raptur'd ſouls to ſing his endleſs praiſe, 
To join with angels, and aloud proclaim 
The glorious wonders of his mighty name; 
His love ſet forth, his tender mercies ſhew, 
To whom their homage is ſo juſtly due; 
How ſhort their trials were, in fleſh and blood, 
And that by his ſupport alone they ſtood 
The trial of their faith—a ſmall probation, 
Thus to be crown'd with glory and ſalvation ! 


The hopes of this tranſcending 3 Joy at laſt, 
When all the conflicts here on earth are paſt, 
Have been the objects of the ſaints regard, 
The hop'd-for recompenſe of their reward; 
The aim'd-at mark of the deſired prize, 

On whick with ſtedfaſt hape * fix'd their 
eyes: 

Not all the tort' ring pains of cruel death, 

Denounced by the moſt vindictive breath, 

Cauld holy martyrs e'er intimidate, 

Nor hinder their purſuit of ſuch a ſtate. 

And ſhall we now, with perfect freedom bleſt, 

1 . * (not * laws oppreſt) 


Forget 


1 60 ] 


Forget our duty, careleſs and at eaſe, 


And ftrive with ſenſual things ourſelves to 


pleaſe ; 
Refuſe to bear the croſs—and ſubje& be 
To him whoſe juſt command is, Follow me, 
And to your ſouls ye reft ſhall ſurely find? 
What taſk more eaſy? What more truly 
kind ? 

Then for paſt ſin ſubmit to deep diſtreſs, 
And by degrees advance in righteouſneſs, 

O may we not, in this a ſabbath-day, 
Nor yet in winter, take our flight away, 
From a dependance on that mighty hand, 
That gave to Abrams ſeed the promiſed land 
Who ſtrengthen'd all the righteous to prepare, 
In realms on high, cœleſtial joys to ſhare! 
That this may be my happy lot at laſt, 
Has been my deep concern for years by-paſt : 
No more amongſt the wicked to converſe, 
No more to deafen'd ears my griefs rehearſe; 
No more conſtrain'd the ignorant to teach, 


El - No more to dread profeſſors forc'd to preach ; 


No more conſtrain'd the drowſy to awake, 
But evermore of laſting bliſs partake ; 
Where ſorrows ceaſe, and tears are done away, 


And endleſs glory forms perpetual day: 


No 
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Nodarkneſs there--no gloomy tedious night 
But all is joy—a kingdom of delight! 


ON GEORGE FOX, AND HIS MISSION, 


VREAT was the work, though ſimple 
was the man, | 
By whom this glorious work was firſt began; 
Calm and ſerene his inward ſtate of mind, 
In which he was to ſerve the Lord reſign'd; 
Subject his will, his temper mortify*d, 
His.heart upright, and conſcience purify'd ; 
Enlighten'd from above, he came to ſee 
The inward law of God his rule to be; | 
Which gave him, inwardly, the cleareſt fight 
Of man's depraved ſtate—and in this light 
(Which in his underſtanding often ſhone) 
By him deep things of God were rightly 
known, 
The myſt'ries of iniquity reveal'd, 
And things which had for ages been con- 
ceal'd: 


His heart was s truly fill'd with goſpel AY 5 


In which he greatly did himſelf approve 
G "0 
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To be a workman not to be aſham'd, 

His conduct never being juſtly blam'd: 

In things divine his knowledge was profound, 

And (though unlearn'd * in underſtanding 
ſound. 

Thus, by experience in the things of God, 

He could deſcribe to man the path he trod, 

Point out to him the way for his ſalvation, 


And how he might attain to each gradation, 
In his advances towards reformation ; ; 

And ſo was truly qualify'd to preach 

The doctrines which the holy ſcriptures teach, 
Deſcribe the ſeed of evil in the heart, 

And holy Spirit in the,inward part; 

Each ſtriving to obtain the ſole direction 

Of all our ways, and govern each affection: 
Thus ſhew'd the way for overcoming ſin, 
By ſtrict attention to the Light witbin, 

Or Spirit of the Lord, whoſe operations 
Always enable to reſiſt temptations; 

No longer ſlaves to ſin, but free indeed, 
Whilſt gevern'd by the pure and holy ſeed, 
The ſeed of God, the quick and powerful word, 
That's ſharper than a keen two-edged word; 


Which, when it's drawn, will inſtantly begin 


To ſlay that nature that inclines to fin, 
| Till 
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Till man become like gold refin'd and pure, 


And all conſum'd that can't the fire endure; 
The fire, that burns away the droſs and tin, 


And conſecrates to God the heart within; 


An houſe not made with hands, an houſe of pray 'r, 
And then the Lord is rightly worſhip*d there, 
In Spirit and in T. ruth—thi s adoration 

The Lord our God accepts with approbation : 
A type of which the temple was of old. 


Whoſe inward parts were laid with pureſt 


gold; 
And all its veſſels, at its dedication, 
Had Holineſs engrav'd, as conſecration. 
Theſe truths he labour'd much to make ap- 
pear, 
Perfecting holineſs in godly fear * : 


And what he taught to others, he poſſeſt, 
And peace from God abounded in his breaſt : 


In him no rigid fourneſs did appear, 

To ſtubborn ſinners yet was he ſevere ; 

Laid Judgment c on the head of the tranſ- 
oreſfor, 

And juſt rebukes upon the vain profeſſor ; 5 

When penitents apply'd, relief to have, 


The healing balin of conſolation gave; 


* 2 Cor. vü. 1. 
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Tender to thoſe who did ſalvation ſeek, 
And to the humble ſoul was always meek ; 
A nurſing Father was to the upright, 

To thoſe in darkneſs recommended light; 
To noiſy people, he did filence teach, 


And to the life in words, he death did preach; 


To thoſe who had the form of godlineſs, 

The inward por alone did ſtrongly preſs: 
He deem'd that miniſtry corrupt and vain, 
Whoſe ſole ſupport is preſent worldly gain; 
That ceremonies in religion tend 

| To lead profeſſors on them to depend; 

And ſo divert the well-intending mind 

From ſeeking after what it ought to find, 


The real ſubſtance—and that forms prevent 


The work of grace—and yield a falſe con- 
tent, 1 . 

Lull men aſleep, ſecure in ſenſual eaſe, 

And then the form without the pow'r can 
pleaſe; 

But when the pow'r is felt, and thus poſſeſt, 

The ſoul is then by empty forms oppreſt; 

In awful ſilence, then, ſuch can implore 

The heavenly aid, and truly God adore: 


The broken heart no form of words requires, 


To tell its wants, or ſay what it deſires: 


Theſe 
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Theſe truths he held, and farther did declare, 
That hireling prieſts apoſtatized were, 

And ignorant of God, and always made 
Preaching for hire to them a gainful trade : 
Thus this reformer taugh:—and thus believ'd 
Thoſe—who were by his doctrine undeceiv'd. 


But this plain doctrine, in ſo dark an age, 
Set prieſt and people moſtly in a rage; 
And him, whoſe doctrine they could not 
confute, 


With whom they were not able to diſpute, 


Him they reſolv'd by force to perſecute; 
And his adherents too : but no ſucceſs 

Did them attend, nor thoſe at all ſuppreſs : 
The more the Camomile was trod, the more 


Each branch ſtruck root, and deeper than 


before, 
For all theſe hardſhips; all they hop'd to 
find, | 


Was peace with God to conſolate the mind; 


This to obtain, he preached reformation, 
And ſo alarmed much this drowſy nation; 
Turn'd many ſouls to God, from evil ways, 
And ſaw the work to proſper in his days; 


„ He 
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He to the Lord did multitudes 3 "EY | 
And greatly in that ſervice did delight: 
No cruel treatment could his mind deter, 
Nor outward eaſe to peace of mind prefer: 
So great a work, ſo rapid in progreſſion; 
In bringing thouſands to the ſame profeſſion; 
Children unborn, in future ſhall admire, 
And bleſs the God, who did the man inſpire. 


ON THE GREATNESS AND MERCY OF GOD. 


AIN would my muſe attempt, in 1 grate- 
ful lays, | 

To ſing the greatneſs of Elohim's praiſe ; 

Fain would preſume, inſpired from above, 

To ſing of his compaſſion, and his love; 

His tender mercies towards men relate, 

Extol his pow'r, as infinitely great; 


Feain would ſhe, with expanded wings, aſcend, ; 
And view the wonders, none can comprehend:  * 
She may preſume, 1 in thought, to mount on : 


high, 
Admire the glorious orbs around the ſky; 
5 To 


See life in motion move by ſlow degrees; 
In animals, their life ſoon ſlides away, 


CL 
To ſhew this wiſdom, glory, pow'r, and might, 
A theme too great for mortals to indite ; 
And for my feeble muſe too great a taſk, 
For all the pow'rs ſhe has, or dare to aſk, 
No human arts can meaſure out the ſpace, 
Nor fix the juſt dimenſions of the race 
One planet runs, in its own annual courſe, - 
Nor ſhew its great velocity and force. 
Wonder we may, and wonders they appear; 
And wonders they remain from year to year. 
The works of men wear out and ſoon decay, 
But theſe are ſtill the ſame, and no delay, 
By accident, or wearing, ſtops the courſe, 
But all retain their ancient forms and force, 
All theſe are things beyond the reach of man, 
To comprehend the wiſdom of his plan; 
All we can fathom claims our admiration, 
And calls aloud for awful adoration. 
Though things above we can but partly 
now, 
We better underſtand his works below, 
Perceive his wonders in the earth and ſeas, 


And vegetable life has its decay: 
| From 


6 66 1 


From whence we ſee, and clearly dend, 

His ſov'reign pow'r, and that his juſt com- 
mand 

All nature ſtill obeys—and that his laws 

Are ſtill therein the fixt and certain cauſe. 


But leaving this let me conſider next 
The ſtate of man; how fickle and perplext! 
So wiſe — ſo fooliſh happy yet diſtreſt; 
In bondage freedom jo) ful, yet oppreſt; N 
Blind, though he bees; and __ yet is 

blind; J 


For ſomething ſeeking, which he cannot find: 
This the Almighty 8 en ſaw, 1 : 
And, in his mercy, gave to him a law, a 
To be his rule to rectiſy his mind, 6 


| Shew him his ſtate, inſtruct him how to find 5 
The favour of his God — enjoying peace, 
Which, with obedience, daily would increaſe; 
And this his tender mercy does not fail, 
Who, by his love, is ſtriving to prevail, 
Reproving man, from year to year, for ſin, 
And manifeſting thus his mind within; 

In order to conduct him all his days, 

And 2 8 him — in his holy ways; 
Redeem 
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Redeem his ſoul from death, by giving g grace, 
And inward ſtrength, to run the heav'nly 

race; 5 
And ſo obtain, at laſt, a glorious prize, 
The hope of which he ſets before his eyes, 
To animate his ſoul ſtill to purſue 
The way of life —and evil to eſchew; 
And gives him hope to overcome at laſt, 
When all theſe conflicts here are over-paſt; 
Who gave his Son a ranſom for mankind, 
That all thereby this benefit ſhould find; 
| He ſhould become an advocate to plead, 
And for them, with his Father intercede, 
When they repent, bewailing their condition, 
And ſo obtain, through him, a full remiſſion 
Of all their ſins what kind of love is this, 
Thus to obtain for them the way to bliſs ! 


When our firſt parents did in Eden dwell, 
And thence, by diſobedience, quickly fell, 
Great was the pity which their ſov'reign Lord, 
To them in deep compaſſion, did afford 

In their diſtreſs—when the Eternal Mind 
Beheld how much it would affect mankind, 
And ſo determin'd what the means ſhould be, 
Which, in due time, ſhould ſet' em wholly free; 
ä And 


twl 


And ſo reſtore them, fully, from the fall, 


And make falvation poſſible to all, 


Would they embrace the means he ſhould 


provide, 
And in obedience to his will be, 
And in his arm of ſtrength alone confide. 
But if they did ſuch means of help refufe, 
They might themſelves of negligence accuſe; 
Acquit the great Creator of the blame, 


And ſay, by fin their own deſtruction came. 


In early times God did for man provide 


Eis holy Spirit, to inſtru and guide 


The ſons of men; but as the ſcriptures tell, 
They dar'd againſt its teachings to rebel“: 


But when our Saviour did atonement make, 


And offer'd up his life for loſt man's ſake, 


He purchaſed for him the gift of grace, 


To be diffuſed through the human race, 
And be ſufficient to enable all 

To witneſs reſtoration from the fall, 
Redeem their minds from evil, and reſtore 


2 To man the freedom which he had before ; 


Imprint on hiin that native innocence 


That Adam had, before his firlt offence : 


Gen. vi. 3. 5. 
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Children of God enjoy'd F in days of old. 
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And as in Adam his deſcendants dy'd, 

So when the Son of God was crucify'd, : 

All men obtain'd through him, without ex- 
emption, 

The means of their ſalvation and redemption; 

Being made alive through him, who is the ay, 

The Truth, and Life, to all that do obey 

The inward teachings of the gift of grace, 

Which will enable fo to run the race 

As to their Maker to obtain acceſs, 

By being made alive in righteouſneſs; 

Who once were dead in ſin, but now are free 

To ſerve the Lord, in perfect liberty ; 

A freedom, which we are by ſcripture told, 


Who, then, among the ſons of men can ſay 
All God has done for man? And can diſplay 
The height or depth of love? Or can expreſs 
The length and breadth of all his tenderneſs 
Unto his creature man? My ſimple muſe 
Declines the taſk, and muſt herſelf excuſe 
From moving farther in a work ſo great; 
For words will fail, and language can't relate 
His goodneſs, care, and fatherly regard, 
To love—forgive—aſſiſt—and then reward, 


* John xiv. 6. + Rom, viii. 21, 


On 
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oN THE REWARD OF THE RIGHTEOUS, 


2 YE hath not ſeen, ear heard, nor heart 
conte, 

(Nor can it be by SA” men believ d) 

The good things which the Lord hath yet in 

ſtore, : 

To bleſs the righteous with for evermore ; 

Riches in bags laid up—as ſcriptures ſay +, 

Which cruel hie can never fteal away, 

Nor moth can ever eat —nor ruſt decay. 
Though from the wicked this is {till conceal'd, 

Yet to the faithful few .it is reveal'd, 

By Chriſt, the Son of God—and known. to be 

A bleſſed ſtate of true felicity, 

And here on earth, the high and holy Ford 

Doth to his faithful ſervants ſtill afford 

A memberſhip in Chriſt, his only Son, 

Where all his members do unite in one, 

And all are joined to the holy head, 

From whom the vital ſtrength. does fully 

| ſpread, Yn 
* 1 Cor. 11. 9. Ifa. briv. 4. 
1 Mat. vi. 20. Luke xii. 20. 


For 


1 


For their ſupport to which his words agree, 
Jam in you *®, ſaith he, and you in me. 
But this conſummate ſtate's obtain'd on earth 


| By thoſe alone who knew the ſecond birth; 
And over theſe the ſecond death can have 
No pow'r to hurt at all, beyond the grave 
But in their God they will for ever dwell, 
A ſtate of glory, angels can't excel, 


TO A YOUNG MAN ON HIS RECOVERY, AFTER 
HAVING BEEN GIVEN OVER BY HIS PHYSI- 


OWN, dear friend, whene'er I contemplate 
Upon the favour granted thee of late, 
In givgng thee a farther ſpace of time, 
In this which may be truly call'd thy prime; 
Vet for thy wife and children to prepare 
Of needful things a comfortable ſhare ; 
To be a kind companion to thy wife, 
And guide thy children's ſteps a while in life 
Appears a bleſſing which I can't expreſs, _ 
Nor view without a ſenſe of thankfulneſs : 


“ John xiv. 20, 


us 3 May 


1 


May humbling thoughts, in future, always 
raiſe, 

The juſt returns of gratitude and praiſe, 

In all our hearts, to him who gives us breath, 

And has reſtor'd thee from the verge of death 

May he henceforward all thy ſteps direct, 

And from all evil ways thy ſoul protect; 

Engage thy heart to love his holy ways, 

And to devote to him thy future days; 

And (though engag'd in trade) his ſervice be 

Moſt lov'd, moſt ſought, and moſt deſir'd by 

3 | 

Jo will thy life be bleſt, thy wealth increaſe, 

And thou thereby may'ſt live and die in peace. 


5 


oN IN WAR PD POVERTY, AND A RAMBLING 
| MIND IN RELIGIOUS MEETINGS, 


— 


| O THAT my mind could ſtill refrain 
From ev'ry fooliſh thought ! 


And all my mental rovings be 
Io true ſubjection brought! 


1 


5 II. = 

That when my heart is bent to ſeek Y 
The Lord for help and peace, 

All thoughts that would my mind divert, 
Might then entirely ceafe. 


III. 
Though, when retir'd, I've often felt 
Some inward conſolations, 
Yet when I would again retire, 
I've met with fore probations. 


8 IV. 
Perhaps about indiff'rent things 
My thoughts have been employ” d, 
Which for a while were not ſuppreſt, 
Nor any good enjoy'd 


- 25 

But O that I, with diligence, . 
May labour more and more, 

That fo the Lord may condeſcend 

His favours to reſtore ! [ 


Hz "VI. Than 
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: VI, 

That 1 may feel my ſtrength renew'd, | ; 
| Temptations to reſiſt ; | 
Which if I humbly wait to find, 

- He ſurely will afliſt ; 


VII. 
Becauſe his arm is cloth'd with ſtrength, b 
And full of heav'nly might; 
His ear is open to the poor, PER. 


Whoſe aid is his delight. 


VIII. 
4 To him, in ſtreights, may I apply, 
| Whilſt I remain on earth; 
As he alone can give me life, , 


And break the pow'r of death, 


| ; IX. 
Though frail I am, and frail we are, \ 
| And on this ſide the grave, 

A ſtate of frailty ev'ry one . + Wi 


| Muſt ſtil _ to. have; 1 


3 E Bot 
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But to the Lord we all ſhould look 
In times of deep diſtreſs; 
And in proſperity as much, 
Though then we ſeek him leſs. 


2 
'Tis his reviving heav'aly love 
Can only diſſipate 
The idle ramblings of the mind, 
Although exceeding great : 


XII. 
'Tis this alone can chaſe away 
Our vain imaginations, 
And change the rovings of our minds 
To proper contemplations : 


XIII. , 
Wean all our thoughts from earthly things, 
Save only for our uſe; ; 
And thoſe receive as with a mind 
Averſe to things profuſe, 


13 XIV. 


191 


XIV. 
This ſov'reign help. this gracious . 3 
This 010 humbling pow'r, ä 
Is that for which we ought to wait, 
And ſeek for ev' ry hour, 


. TO THE YOUTH OF THE FEMALE SEX, 
ON DRESS, &c. : 


| I, 
| T'I7HY ſhould your native innocence, 

- Adorn'd in 8 with wit and ſenſe, 
| 10 modeſty array'd 
| Which always amiably . 
| Be loſt as you advance in years, 
And you to pride betray'd ? 


Mc | 


A. 
Does wiſdom teach to vie in dreſs? 
| Or folly, only, teach exceſs, 
| And captivate the mind ? 
Can love of pleaſures yield you peace * ? 
Or can you, if your virtue ceaſe, 
True ſolid comfort find? | 
5 III. How 
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III. 
How can you ever be at eaſe, 
When no invented mode can pleaſe 
When once it's common grown? 
Or how can you in things delight, 
Before you find their faſhions right, 
Or cuts be fully known? 


IV. 
This heavy croſs attends your pride, 
Your clothes half worn are laid alide, 
Or alterations made ; 
And thoſe who do it ſeldom know 


From whence theſe whims or fancies flo Fc, 


And never learn their trade, 


V. 
Thus many waſte their precious time, 
And fool away their youthful prime, 
And ſpend their money too, | 
In following ev'ry fooliſh faſhion, 
That's newly brought into the nation, 
And ſome themſelves undo. 


1 
8 | 0 
For gay with gay acquaintance take, 
And oftentimes ſuch matches make, 
| As ruin both at laſt; 
But thoſe who are both juſt and wiſe, 
And fear the Lord, they ſtill _ 
All things that change ſo faſt. 


VII. 
Theſe learn religiouſly to fear | 
The God who gave them beings here, 

And daily bear his croſs; | , 


To him alone they have their eye, 
| And on his arm alone rely, 
| And ſeldom ſuffer loſs. 


| VIII. 
But ſuch as emulate in dreſs, 
j But little reſt or peace poſſeſs, 
For all their great expence : 
In thoſe purſuits they often find - 
Some freſh perplexities of mind, T 
Which ftill ariſe from thence; 


A 


IX, Thus 


E 1 1 = 1 * 


IX, 

Thus many, like the troubled ſeas, 

Are toſèd about, and find no eaſe z 
Are ſtill in fluctuation ; 

Nor can they find it, till they know 

The ſource from whence true comforts. flow, 
And inward reformation, 


A COMPARISON BETWEEN A WINTER ORCHARD,. 
AND THE CHURCH. UNDER OUR NAME. 


HE winter trees, depriv'd of fruit, 
Whoſe leaves are fully gone, 
Reſemble death, at diſtant view; 
But, nearly look'd upon, 


Their buds are living, freſh and full, 
And ready to expand, 

When frigid winter's paſt away, 
And ſpring is near at hand; 


Then ev'ry branch and ſprig will ſhoot, 
And ſoon in bloom appear, 
And op'ning foliage ſoon denote 


The ſummer ſeaſon near. | 
£4 When 


li 
| 


When blooming ceaſes, ſoon appears 
The newly-formed fruit, 

Which when matur'd, and fully ripe, 
For various ends will ſuit. 


But if, in winter, all the trees 
Their rank and places keep, 


And ſtand upright, retain their hold, 


By roots ſecure and deep; 


Though ruffling winds may often ſhake, 


And try their utmoſt ſtrength, 
For this they will the better. grow, 
And fruitful prove at length; 


Though pinching froſts, and calling wind 


Their ſap may lignify, 
And ſapling-twigs may ſtronger grow, 
And wood become thereby; 


| Which, in the ſpring-time, will produce 


Such ſprigs as will appear 


Both weak, and tender, on the trees, 


As they laſt ſeaſon were. 


M 


E 
By theſe gradations, we behold 

The beauteous creation 
Grow and increaſe from year to year, 
To human admiration: 


And though our people at this time 
Like winter trees appear, 

And ev'ry leafleſs twig denotes 
The ſeaſon of the year; 


Yet while each member keeps his place, 
Like trees where they are planted, 
Their tender buds will riſe and ſwell, 


And leaves appear when wanted: 


When ſpring comes on, the gentle ſhowers 
Freſh verdure will beſtow; 

And when the ſummer ſeaſon comes, 
Their fruit again will grow; 


Which by the ſun will ripen'd be, 
Fit for the maſter's uſe ; 
May ſuch a time to us draw nigh, 
And ſuch effects produce; 
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And this long winter to the church 
(When ſome ſuppoſe her dead) 


Be follow'd by a joyful ſpring 


To raiſe her drooping head. 


A RESOLUTION REALIZED. 


S wiſhing will neither procure nor pre- 
vent, 


T hope to continue my ſtate of content, 


And yield to my lot with a proper ſubmiſſion, 


And think myſelf bleſt in my preſent con- 


dition. 


I'll not wiſh for riches, becauſe of their 


- ſnares, 


Nor yet for more bus neſs, becauſe ti Its 


cares, - 
But thankfully uſe WIR the bounty of heav'n, 


Has furniſh'd as needful, nor ſparingly giv'n 


A mind free from guilt, and poſſeſſing true 


peace, 
O!] theſe are the riches I wiſh to increaſe; 


For a ſtate betwixt eaſe, and a conſtant 
employ, 1 


Is the ſtate I would chooſe, and the ſtate I } 


enjoy. 
POST: 


[ 8 ] 


arge 


INCE what's above written ſome years 
8 are expir'd, 5 

In which I've accompliſh'd one thing I deſir'd, 
And retir'd from trade to a ſtill quiet. life, 
With only one ſervant, myſelf, and my wife, 
To a rural, convenient, and good habitation, 


Not grand, yet ſecure, and becoming my 


ſtation, 
And what time 1 don't in my duty employ, 
With my garden, my books, or my pen I 


enjoy, 
dave in rides, and in walks; and I then 
contemplate 
How ſeldom ſuch favours are known by the 
great, 


And I ſee nothing now that is like to prevent 

My future enjoyment of peace and content: 

A ſenſe of theſe mercies, with true thankful- 
neſs, 


Makes deeper impreſſions than words can 


expreſs, 


N Which 
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Which I hope will induce me, the reſt of my 
days, 
To render the Giver obedience and e 
Should pain, ache, or ſickneſs, in old age 

- attend, 
With patience I hope to ſubmit in the end; 
And ſo yield to death, when, if favour'd with 
peace, | 

All ſorrows and pain will be ended and ceaſe, 


E 
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THE 
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TO TEE SERIOUS READERS, 


Confeſs I recollect with pleaſure, not only 
| the great delight, but the real advantage 
I took, in my young years, in reading the 
moſt remarkable tranſactions of the lives of 
ſome of thoſe worthies of old, of whom the 
world was not worthy, who wandered in deſerts, 
and in mountains, and in dens, and caves of the 
earth ; having ovtained a good report through 
faith, Heb. xi. 38, 39. and who-alſo, by a 
patient continuing in well-doing, obtained an 
incorruptible crown which fadeth not away, 
though in this life they paſſed through many 
and great tribulations, but having an eye to a 
better country, and to that recompence of re- 
ward, which was and ever will be fure with 
the Lord. Of this number the two prophets, 
Elijah and Eliſha, the principal ſubjects of 
theſe ſheets, were none of the leaſt, being 
men who yielded a ready obedience to the 
will of God, In the wicked reign of Ahab, 
king of Iſrael, the influence of his idolatrous 

N and 
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and imperious wife Jezebel was to Elijah 
almoſt a continual ſeries of inward and out. 


ward afflictions in a ſtate of almoſt perpe- 


tual peregrination; (When that kingdom was 
afflicted and diſtreſſed with the juſt judg— 
ments of God by famine, war, &c. for their 
manifold fins, and negle& of the laws and 


worſhip of God) through all which he in- 


variably ſtood his ground, and heid faſt his 
integrity to the end, and left this world in a 
ſtate of the higheſt acceptance with God, as 
the manner of his removal very evidently 
teſtifies. And it affords matter of the great- 
eſt encouragement to all who love, fear, and 
ſerve God, when they conſider the tender 
care and regard of the I ord to him in the 


| Preſervation of his life during the famine, 


and alſo in his frequent travelling through 
deſerts and wilderneſſes, where, perhaps, no 
proper food could be found (if any) and 
where he was fo very miraculouſly ſupplied 
with cake and water, by an angel, whilft he 
lay under a juniper- tree, when he fled from 
the face of Jezebel : by the ſtrength of which 


he travelled forty days, till he came to 


mount Horeb, where he hid himſelf in a 
cave, and 'it doth not appear that. he had 
there any outward ſupport, but was ſuſtained 
and preſerved alive, to complete his future 
ſervice, by the ſame all-ſufficient power. 
When I conſider alſo the very great ditter- 
ence of ſuch as truly loved and ſerved the 
Lord, though in a ſtate of outward tribula- 
bh tion, 
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tion, affliction, and want, as was the caſe of 
thoſe great prophets, from the condition of 
thoſe who turn his law behind their backs 
and live 1n all manner of wickedneſs, though 
in the midſt of the enjoyment of outward 
riches and pleaſure, as Ahab did; it is very 


eaſy to fee the prudence and exemplary wiſ- 


dom of that great man Moſes. (another of 
theſe worthies) who choſe rather to ſuffer af- 
fiction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, Heb. xi. 2 5. 

But the relation and moſt memorable ac- 
counts of ſome of theſe worthies, when I 
met with them in plain ſerious verſe, have 
more ſenſibly touched my heart and impreſſed 
my memory, in my tender age, than when I 
read them in proſe; though I had then 
eſteemed, and hope ever ſhall retain the 
higheſt eſteem for, the ſacred writings, and 
am fo far from depreciating from their value, 
that I hope hereby to enforce the more fre- 
quent reading of them among the youth, as 
the ſubjects hereof are taken from them: and 
therefore recommend to my readers, to read 
with particular attention the accounts of thoſe 
ſervants of God (of whom were Elijah and 
Eliſha) who are mentioned by the author to 
the Hebrews in the 11th chapter, who by 
faith guenched the violence of fire, ſtopped the 
mouths of lions, Sc. And having ſome leiſure 
hours, J have for my own amuſement, and 


your edification, compoſed the following 


Mort hiſtory in verſe; and if you receive any 
advantage 


1 


1 1 
phvantape thereby, my end will be anſwered; 
however I hope it will be attended with this 
benefit to you, to fill up ſome of your leiſure 
time, which perhaps might otherwiſe be em- 
ployed in reading ſuch unprofitable treatiſes 
as are calculated rather to amuſe, than edify 
and inſtruct your tender minds; and J wiſh 
it may afford you the ſame ſatisfaction in 
reading, as it has done me in writing it, who 
am your cordial friend, 


JOHN FRY, 


Senn Bonger i in Wilthire, 
the zoth of the iſt Month, 


1772. 
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PART THE FIRST. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


A ſhort review of the old world—the tranſ- 
lation of Enoch—the flood, and preſervation 
of Noah and his houſe—the call of God to 
Abram—the propenſity of his poſterity (long 
after his. time) to idolatry—the folly and fin 
thereof, through divers reigns, particularly 
in Ahab's—his bad choice of a wife Elijah 
ſent of God to foretel a famine God ſends 
him to the brook Cherith, and feeds him 
there by ravens—the difference ſhewn between 
his manner of hfe, and the voluptuouſneſs of 
this age—his only happineſs and comfort was 
the favour of God—the brook being dry, 
God ſends him for ſuſtenance to a prophet” 8 
widow at Zerephath, or Sarepta—her ſmall 


pittance, 


- 
. * 


L #1 
ittance, increaſed by a miracle, ſuſtains him, 
herſelf, and ſon—ſhe, diſtreſſed by her ſon's 
death, applies to Elijah, who by prayer ob- 
tains his being again reſtored to life—Elijah 
is met by Obadiah, who brings Ahab to him 
{  —Eljah reproves the king for his idolatry— 

propoſes to him to try who is God, the Lord 
or Baal—Ahab accepts the offer—they ap- 
| oint time and place, and Ahab ſends through 
all Iſrael to ſummon all Baal's prieſts ; about 

| 

| 


eight hundred—they meet at Mount Carmel, 
where Baal's prieſts were confounded and 
Nain.—Eljah foretells rain, and runs to Jez- 
reel-is threatened with death on the morrow 
by Jezebel—he flies for his life into the. wil- 
derneſs there begs to die, is fed by an angel 
twice, as he lies under a juniper- tree, with 
cake and water travels forty days, by the Wi 
ſtrength of it, to Mount Horeb: the Lord ff 
appears to him there, and ſends him to Da- H 
maſcus by the wilderneſs, to anoint Hazael be. 
king of Syria, and Eliſha to be a prophet in 1 
his room, and appoints Jehu to be king of 1 
Iſrael—Benhadad, king of Syria, invades Ne 
Iſrael with a great army—is vanquiſhed, and 
returns—next year he comes again againſt 
them—his army routed, and he taken, but 1 
Ahab lets him go—Ahab covets Naboth's 
vineyard, offers to buy ir—is refuſed, and him 
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ſorrowful J ezabel procures it by Naboth s Ihe 

death the Lord offended by it, lends Elijah Elif 

to meet him in the vineyard—he reproves I de 
; him, lepa 


1 
him, and tells him, that dogs ſhould lick his 
blood. Ahab propoſes to retake Jabez Gilead 
—he gets e mae, to join him, ho firſt 
deſires counſel of God; Ahab conſents to it, 
and they conſult 400 prophets, who encourage 
them Jehoſhaphat ſtill afraid, deſires further 
confirmation. Micaiah the true prophet is 
ſent for—he fortells Ahab's death yet they 
urſue their firſt intent, and join battle. Je- 
:oſhaphat in danger, but Ahab is wounded, 
and died in his chariot—is Carried home 
Ahaziah ſucceeds—is hurt by a fall —ſends 
meſſengers to go to Ekron to know of Baal- 
Zebub if he ſhould recover God diſpleaſed 


ſends Elijah to meet the men, and ſend them 


back — the king offended ſends a captain, and 
fifty men to take the prophet—who are de- 
have by fire from heaven he ſends other 
fifty to fetch him, but he refuſes to go—they 
are deſtroyed alſo—he ſends other fifry, who 
begs the propher's compaſſion, and are ſpared. 
Flyah encouraged by an angel to go to the 
xing—goes with the men—and tells the kin 
ne ſhall ſurely die—God then ſends him for 
Eliſha to be his companion, who offers an 
offering to God, and goes with him—Eljah 
to try him, aſks him to ſtay behind him at 
three different places, but he will not leave 
um—they come to Jordan, Elitha divides 
the waters, and they paſs through—he aſks 
Eliſha what he ſhall do for him—he requeſts 
a double portion of his ſpirit; they are then 
ſeparated by a whirlwind—Eliſha then ſees 
K | chariots 


EF" 3 
chariots and horſes of fire, which take up 
Elijah to heaven—Eliſha then takes up his 
—— to Jordan divides the waters, 
and comes to Jericho to the ſons of the pro- 
phets, who beg leave to ſend 50 men to ſearch 
for the body of Elijah which they do in vain, 


Lthough at firſt the plan was wiſely laid; 

And heav'n, and earth, accordingly 

were made, 

By the Creator's pow'r, and forming hand, 

Producing all things elle by his command; 

The ſun, the moon, and ſtars, each glorious 

light, | = HF 

The one to rule the day, the reſt the night; 

The globe e both with . and 

Plants, | 

To furniſh man (when RUE for all his wants; 

Then formed him, breath'd in the breath of lite, 

And for his comfort, gave to him a wife, 

And made him alſo, Lord of the creation, 

To rule the creatures, in their proper ſtation, 

When Adam's offspring were increas'd by 

| birth, 

14 And multi ply'd their numbers on the earth, 
Who form'd the world, and made them, anc 
for what? . 
They either not conſider'd, or forgot; 


— 
* 


But 
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But follow'd nature's dictates, in their ways, 
In wantonneſs, and feaſting, ſpent their days 
Follow'd each ſinful motion, and withdrew 
From God, his worſhip and devotion due, 
Till ev'ry thought and purpoſe of the heart 
Were only evil * ;—wide they did depart 
From all pretence of worſhipping of the Lord, 
Though he is Spirit did to them afford, 

To teach them of his ways; yet they refus'd, 
And liked not to be therein accus'd ; 

But ſtill rebell'd againſt it, and withſtood 

Its ſecrer ſtrivings with them, for their good. 
Thus did thoſe early ages deviate 

From their once pure and innocent eſtate, 


Except ſome few, but Enoch was the chief, 
(Who doubtleſs ſaw their wickedneſs with 
grief) 
Who ſtrove to ſerve the Lord, without offence, 
Walked with God+, and gain'd this evidence, 
That he had pleaſed him ꝓ, and in that ſtate 
The Lord in mercy did him hence tranſlate. 
When Satan had prevail'd, and rul'd within, 
Till ſoul and conſcience were defil'd by fin; 
Gen. vi. 5. t Heb. xi. 5, 
God 


| FT Gen. V. 24. 
K 2 
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God was thereby provok'd to indignation, 
Which brought on them a total deſolation, 
Save *Noah and his houſe; theſe he 1 . 
- ſerv'd, . 
Beckuſe his precepts he had well obſcrv'd, , 
Andrighteouſly the Lord his God had ſerv'd; 
To him in mercy he inſtructions gave p 
y r 
To build an ark, therein their lives to fave; 
And creatures two or more of every kind, A 
y 
And for deſtruction leave the reſt behind. . 
But they had warning of it forty years, in 
As by the building of the ark appears ; ; 
But this, nor Noah's preaching, could prevail; 
All prov'd in vain, and of ſucceſs did fail, n 
Their hearts were harden'd, they would not | 5 
believe, | 
Nor warning, counſel, er advice receive; 8 
For all their views to evil being bent, 
Sunk in pollution they will not repent A 
0 y pen; 8 
Until the rain begins, the floods deſcend, : 
And all their lives and hopes together end; 8 
And ev'ry living creature that hath breath, 4 
Partakes together of the wat'ry death. A 
If 


But when again, the waters were decreas'd, 
And all the ark's inhabitants relcas'd, 
| Noah 


1 
Noah to God offer'd a facrifice, 
Which was well-pleaſing then before his eyes: 
But after this, when Noah was remov'd, 
Some fear'd the Lord, and were by him ap- 
prov'd, | 
Abram was one, who ſerv'd the Lord in fear, 
Whoſe heart was true, and all his views ſin- 
cere, 

And to this fathful man, the Lord ſaw fit, 
His mind and precepts, plainly to commit. 
Choſe him, and his poſterity, to be 

| His choſen people, to futurity ; 

And while they ſerv'd him truly from the 
heart, ä 

He never from them did at all depart, 

But on their heads, his favours daily pour'd, 

Bleſſings of heay? o, and earth, he on them 
ſhower'd, 

And by his ſervant Moſes gave a law, 

So clear, and plain, it ſcarce contain'd a flaw ; © 

And though this law they fully underſtood, 

And knew it was intended for their good, 

And that his judgments would on them at- 
tend, 

If they did not their evil ways amend; 

K 3 Yet 
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t 0 


Vet Satan led them frequently aſtray, 
And they this law did often diſobey; 
And as the people, in the nations round, 
Did greatly with idolatry abound, 
This favour'd people by example ſway'd; 
Were frequently into the ſame betray'd, 
A moft ungrateful ſtupid horrid fin ! 
As what there is no ſenſe, nor judgment in, 
To leave a living, wiſe, Almighty God, 
Who has the power to bleſs, or ule the rod, 
Who form'd the earth, from whence at firſt 
they came, 
And lately, in diſpleaſure; drown' 4 the ſame. 
But when men worſhip, or adore a ſtock, 
They only of religion, make a mock ; | 
But yet thus blind, and dark, were Abram's 
race, 
They could an idol willingly embrace; 
And tho' ſome kings, concerned for the cauſe 
Of God, ſtrove to reclaim them to his laws, 
Such reformation they did not retain, 
For oftentimes it ended with the reign; 
Pretences to reform, when not ſincere, 
Can only make hypocriſy appear; 
So ſtupid were revolting Iſrael grown, 
That they in folly were ſurpaſs'd by none; 
For 


on 


| t 3 1 

For love of idols always did remain, 

And when reform'd, they ſoon return'd again; 

From reign to reign, they frequently revolted, 

Sometimes between the two, they meanly 
halted, | 

(Who halts between an idol, and a God, 

Muſt be a fool, whoſe back deſerves the rod ;) 

But as for Ahab, this was not his faulr, 

Between the two, he would not deign to halt, 

From bad to worſe, he grew ſo bold at laſt, 

The law of God behind his back to caſt; 

When he to Iſrael's throne obtain'd acceſſion, 

He outſtript all before him in tranſgreſſion*: 

The firſt and greateſt error of his life, 

Was that of taking Jezabel to wifeF, 

A Heathen princeſs—an imperious dame, 

Who from the country of Zidonia came, 

Davghter of king Ethbaal, and doubtleſs was, 

Of Ahab's wickedneſs, the greateſt cauſe ; 

By whoſe ambition, and unbounded pride, 

Ile was deceived, and groſsly led aſide, 

Ine laws of God entirely to neglect, 

He, blindly fond, and full of falſe reſpe&, 

Preferr'd her bad advice, and counſel, more 

Than all the laws of God, (which heretofore, 


* i Kings xvi. 30. + Ver. 31. 
David 


E 1 
David delichted in, and moſtly kept ; 


; Until in peace, he with his fathers ſlept) 


W The people did for . raiſe, 


Took down the altars, which in former 
days, 


Unto the Lord, who, by a mighty hand, 
Brought them in ſafety out of Egypt's land; 
By her bad influence, Ahab learnt to ſin, 
And choſe the worſhip ſhe delighted in; 
To heathen Gods, or idols, ſacrific'd, 

And moſtly did, whatever ſhe advis'd : 

The people next, by their example ſway'd, 
Were much to baſe idolatry betray'd ; 


Within Samaria's walls a houſe he rais'ds, I ” 
Where the blind people's idol-altar blaz'd ; 0 
Ahab to Baal here his off rings made, 3 
To Baal planted here the ſolemn ſhade, Fa 


And openly to worſhip him profeſs'd, 
So much did he the laws of God deteſt. 
This did the jealous God at length provoke, 1 
To bring on them at laſt a dreadful ſtroke, 7 
A parching dearth, a famine o'er the land, 
Which he gave Ahab thus to underſtand : 


Kings xvi. 32. 


105 ] 
In Gibeah's land there quelt, unknown to) 
fame, 
A Tiſhbite ſeer,“ Elijah was his name, 
Whoſe boſom zeal and love warm'd with 
an holy flame; 8 J 
Who came and told king Ahab from the Lord, 
That it ſhould be according to his word, 
That ſome years yet to come, no rain nor 
dew, 
Should the parch'd ſurface of the earth renew, 
Which was fulfill'd ; three years and half 
of dearth, | 
Dry'd up the land, and barren made the earth; 
But whilſt the land thus ſorely was oppreſt, 
The pious prophet was divinely bleſt, 
The mighty God of him due notice took, 
And ſent him to the banks of Cherith's 
brook; 
Morning and evening, in this time of need, 
By ravens there he did Eljjah feed, 
Supplies of bread and fleſh from day to day, 
The Lord his God did thus to him convey, 


* 1 Kings XVIL 1. + Ibid. 4 Ibid, 
$ 1 Kings xvil. 5, 6, 
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Though mean the meſſengers, the godly ſeer, 
With grateful heart, beheld them drawing 
near, 
When their extended pinions ſoar'd on high, 
And drawing near, demanded with their cry, 
His due attention, that he might receive, 
That God had ſent his hunger to relieve ; 
So great a favour, in ſuch deep diſtreſs, 
Produc'd, no doubt, his humble thankful. 
neſs, 


No ſqueamiſh palate there, on  Cherith's 


banks, 

Io diſſipate the due return of thanks; 

Though deſtitute of ev'ry temp'ral good, 

As chings of late are falſly underſtood. 

Raiment and food were all he then poſſeſs d, 

And doubtleſs thought himſelf divinely 
bleſs'd, 

Without an houſe, or 8 or wife; 


Nor thoſe eſteem'd the needful things of 


ile, 

No ſhelter for his aged hoary head; 
No chair for reſt, for ſleep no downy bed; 
No diſh, no cup, no plate, or ſauce had he; 
His hand his cup, his table was his knee, 


His 
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His meat (perhaps undreſs' d) was welcome 


„ 
i food, 

] . 0 

> Wl No change of diſhes, yet to him *rwas good 
His raiment coarſe, his coat of hairy hide, 


, For uſe his mean attire, and not for pride; 
„with leather girt about“, —in this abode, 
He wanted not to know the neweſt mode; 
His bed the earth, beneath ſome ſhady grove, 
. He flept in peace, ſupported from above; 
His time in contemplation was employ'd, 
, Where he the preſence of the Lord enjoy'd : 


This made up all the want of earthly things, 


Tranſcending far the pomp and itate of kings, 


A happy, peaceful, bleſt, contented ſtate, 
| Too ſeldom witneſs'd by the rich and * 


Should a here in England ſhewi its face, 
Should pinching want appear in ev'ry place, 
Where fulneſs prompts to pride and idleneſs, 
And plenty leads ſo many to exceſs; 

The haughty looks of ſuch would quickly 
fail, 

And fear of death would turn their faces pale; 

Their dainty palates then would be content, 

With any food that could that death prevent; 


4 
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Or any 33 to keep them warm and dry, 
Or any fire to warm their bodies by; 
The waſteful glutton, he who lives at eaſe, 
Where plenty ſcarce his appetite can pleaſe, 
Would quickly ſee the vanity of pride; 
Sports too and paſtimes would be laid afide; 
Joy then would ceaſe, and delicacies fail, 
And ſudden fear and terror would prevail: 
Or if the Lord ſhould fend the peſtilence, 
To call off thouſands haſtily from hence; 
What pleaſure then for plays would.mortl 
have, 
Who ſaw themſelves ſo near the threaten'd 
grave, 
Theſc awful things was make their hearts) 
to bend, | 
They'd find enough with judgments to con- 
tend, 
Though few are now concerned to amend ;/ 
Nor bleſſings heap'd on bleſſings move each 
7; REart, 
From 1 7 ſinful practice to depart; 
And ev'ry groſs and vile abomination, 
Which lies a dreadiul load upon this nation; 
But while we thus to ſerve the Lord negledt, 
What heavy judgments may we not expect? 
| 1 dreas 
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dread the time and fear that ſuch a rod, 


Alone will bring us to remember God. 

0 may we prize the favours we enjoy, 

And not to pamper ſelf our wealth employ : 
To court our palates ſtill with ſomething freſh, 


And make ſo much proviſion for the fleſh ; 
Not live to eat, but eat and drink to live, 
And daily thanks for living bleſſings give. 
Then ſhould we act like people truly wile, 


And food and common raiment would ſuffice, 
With other needful things, to uſe with care, 


And if beſides we ſomething have to ſpare, 


(More than our wants require) laid up in ſtore, 


The ſurplus always ought to help the poor. 
ln times of health, of plenty, and of peace, 
We ſhould from all exceſs and evil ceaſe ; 


And every one endeavour to amend, 
And think in time upon his latter end, 


But let me now reſume again my theme, 
And view the prophet by the ſcanty ſtream : 


Where in that lonely, mean, and penſive ſtate, 


He did with patience God's diſpoſal wait; 
Until the brook was dry *, the ravens fled, 
Who had ſo often brought him fleſh and 


bread ; 


* 1 Kings XVIL 7. 
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Then God inform'd Elijah from above, 
How he ſhould be ſuſtain'd, and where tg 
move; | 
A ſignal inſtance of divine regard, 
With which he did this faithſul man reward, 
A prophet's widow at Zarephath * dwelt, 
Who, doubtlels, for the poor compaſſion felt, 
Before he came the Lord prepar'd her mind, 
To take him in, and to her pow'r be kind; 
When he the city gate approached near, 
He ſaw the woman preſently appear ; 
To whom he did for water ſoon apply 7, 
Which as ſhe went to fetch ſhe heard him cry, 
Bring me a morſel of thy bread 4, I pray. 
But thus did to the ſeer the widow ſay, 
As the Lord lives, ſaid ſhe, I have no cake; 
Of meal and oil enough, but one to make; 
"Theſe ſticks I've gather'd, that my ſon and], 0 
May both together eat thereof, and die J. 


Go then, ſaid he, and be thou not afraid 5, 5 

To make thy cake, and do as thou haſt ſaid; R 
To try her faith he adds, firſt make me one, 

And then another for thyſelf and ſon ; n 

1 Kings xvii. 9. + Ver. 10. Ver. 11. : 

| 


Ver. 12. § Ver. 13. 
Thus 


), 
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Thus ſaith the Lord, the meal and oil thou 
1 1 
Shall not henceforward by thy uſing waſte“; 
But in the cruſe and barrel ſhall remain, 
Till on the thirſty earth he ſend the rain. 
Which prophecy ſhe readily believ'd, 
And was not by his words therein deceiv'd. 
But with this widow, whilſt Elijah ſtay'd, 
The Lord upon her this affliction laid; 
(That fo her patience alſo might be try'd) 
Her darling ſon through pining ſickneſs 
dy'df; 
In this diſtreſs ſhe could not long refrain, 
But quickly to the prophet did complain ; 
Told him her thoughts, her moſt exceſſive 


grief, 

(And doubtleſs hop'd, through him, to find 
relief;) . 

But fear'd her ſins were to remembrance 
brought, 

Although ſhe thus the prophet's favour 
ſought ; 


Who ſoon the lad unto his bed convey'd 4 
And there himſelf upon his body laid, 
And to the Lord with holy fervour pray'dz 


* 1 Kings xvii. 14, | + Ve 22. t Ver. 19. 
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E 
Who did in mercy condeſcend to hear, | 
And for the ſake of the diſtreſs'd appear; 
And fo the young man's foul again return'd, 
For whoſe departure ſhe ſo deeply mourn'd, 
(This only ſon, by ſome is ſaid to be, 
The prophet Jonah, who to Nineveh, 
Was afterwards by God's commandment ſent, I Di 
To warn the king and people to repent.) 


But 1 the Lord had humbled thus the V 


land, Al 
And was determin'd ſoon to ſtay his hand; An 
He let his faithful ſervant clearly ſee, Th 


Soon ſhould the parched earth refreſhed be“; 
But not till Baal's prieſts, a num'rous train, M An 


Were in his anger fierce together (lain, Bu 
And though the king and queen did not In 
amend, He 


The Lord was pleaſed quickly rain to ſend, I To 
Leſt ev'ry life ſhould from the land be ſwept; IN W. 


Yet {till for Ahab and his houſe he kept An 
Vengeance in ſtore, —which ſoon ſhould them I Eli 
purſue, f Thi 
-And death their portion be, as juſtly due. Th 

| WI 


* 1 Kings xviii. 1. 
But 
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But yet the Lord was not by all denied, 
Sev'n thouſand yet ad not to Baal cried, 


Nor kiſſed him * ,— Though this was yet con- 


ceal'd, 
And to Elijah was not then reveal” d; 
Thouſands of children wholly innocent, 
Divine compaſſion would from death prevent. 


But in this dreadful time of ſore diſtreſs, 
e When thus the land was full of barrenneſs; - 


Ahab went forth one way to ſearch the land t, 


And Obadiah on' another hand ; 

Theſe went to ſearch the kingdom diff rent 
„ | 
And each the ſprings and valleys well ſurveys; 
But in this ſearch of forage and of graſs, 

In Obadiah's route it came to paſs, 

He met the great Elijah in his way t, 

To whom he did all due ſubmiſſion pay; 
Was doubtleſs glad to ſee him yet alive, 

And that he did thoſe pinching years ſurvive; 
Elijah then bid Obadiah bring 

Theſe tidings to his maſter, Iſel's king, 

That he had met Elijah in his way, 

Who bade him in his name to Ahab ſay, 


m 


I Kings xix. 18. + Chap. xviii. 5. 4 Ver. 7. 
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(When he return'd) behold Elijah's here s; 
Which Obadiah heard with ſeeming fear, | 
As by his anſwer thus it may appear; 
The king for thee has ſought (at great ex- 
pence}... _- EE 
In ev'ry kingdom round with diligence, 
And ev'ry king, in ſolemn oath hath bound, 
That in his nation thou couldſt not be found, 
What have I ſinn'd t, or where do I offend, 
That thou woulſt me on ſuch an errand 

ſend? | 
To tell the king, that thou wilt ſee his face, 
When God may ſend thee to another place}; 
And when he comes and finds thee not, then], 
Muſt by the angry king expect to die; | 
The Lord |, ſaid he, thy ſervant greatly fear: 
And ſure the fame of me hath: reach'd thy 
_ 

How much I ſtrove the prophets lives to ſave 
One hundred fed, by fifty in a cave; 
When Jezabel, all Iſr'el ſearching round, 
To cruel death devoted all ſhe found. 
Then did Elijah eaſe his fearful mind, 
And with the uſual terms his purpoſe bind, 


« Y — that 


1 Kings xviii. 8, + Ver. 1 
2 Ver. 12. Ver. 12, 13. 
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„ 
As lives the Lord I'll ſhew myſelf to day “. 
Then Obadiah ſtraight purſu'd his way, 
And told his maſter where he late had been, 
And how Elijah's face his wond'ring eyes had 
Nea, | 
That if to ſee him, Ahab was inclin'd, 
He there might go, and there the prophet 
5 
Then both together went unto the place, 
And there king Ahab ſaw Elijah's face, 


And while the prophet did before him ſtand, 


Art thou the man that troubleth Iſr'el's land? 


Said the rude king the prophet thus reply'd, 


I have not troubled Iſr'el, but the pride 

Of thy anceſtors and of thee forſook 

The juſt commandments of the Lord , and 
took 

Baalim to worſhip: from our holy law 


You lead the people, whom you keep in awe, 


Then plainly told him of his groſs offence, 
And Jezabel's audacious infolence 
In feeding of Baal's prophets at her table, 


Which then to juſtify he was not able; 


1 Kings xviii. 15. 4 Ver. 17. © Ver. 18. 
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Then ſaid Elijah, let them all appear, 
For they are many, 1 alone am here *, 
Then let the king appoint a certain day, 
And for themſelves at firſt a bullock ſlay, 
And on the altar let the ſame be laid, 
Upon the wood, —(but not the fire convey'd) 
When this is done, let me perform the ſame, 
And let each call upon his God by name. 
They all ſhall call on Baal with one accord, 
And I alone will call upon the Lord ;— 
The God that anſwers then by fire ſhall be 
Acknowledg'd God f: to which . did 
| agree. 
And when Elijah did in chis 3 


The king ſent meſſengers I away with ſpeed, | 
And all the prieſts of Baal far and near, | 


Call'd to the wond'rous conteſt with the ſeer, 

And full eight hundred || of them did appear. 

Mount Carmel was agreed to be-the place 8, 

Where they ſhould. come together face to 
face, 


And there, when met, each fide their bs to 


try, 
Where Baal was with Omnipotence to vie, 


1 Kings xviii. 2. + Ver. 21. I Ver. 20. 
[ Ver, 19. 8 Ver. 20. a : 
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That all the multitude at once might ſee, 
What the event of this diſpute would be, 
The worſhippers of God, and Baal, came 
there, 

Before the king, and prophet, to appear, 
Elijah then the people thus addrefs'd, 

And thus the purpoſe of his heart expreſs'd, 
How long halt ye, —or two opinions own *, 
He who is God ought to be ſerv'd alone, 

If then the Lord be God, let him be hallow'd, 
If Baal be God, let Baal alone be follow'd; 
To which the people anſwer'd not a word F ; 
But filence gave conſent, with one accord. 
Then firſt of all the priefts of Baal began, 

At their own altar to purſue the plan; 
Their bullock flew, and on the altar laid 
Upon the wood, then to their idol pray'd, 
Invok'd him loudly, but he could not hear I, 
Nor on their altar did by fire appear, 

But yet they call'd and cry'd, in great diſtreſs, 
With ſhame, and horror, mixt with bitterneſs; 
Like frantick people, weary of their lives, 
They cut themſelves wich lancets and with 

* : 
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They cry'd, O hear us Baal, but cry'd in vain, 
Then rav'd, and ery d, and cut themſelves 
| again; 
Elijah then, to move the liſt' ning crow'd, 
Bid all the prieſts of Baal, to cry aloud “, 
Perhaps he ſleeps, and muſt awaken'd be, 
Or elſe engag' d in talking, —or elſe he, 
Is on his journey, or purſuit. The ſeer 
Did thus the fancied godhead's pow'r jeer; 
And being fill'd with zeal, did not refrain 
With bitter taunts to aggravate their pain. 
He then built up an altar with twelve ſtones, 


By which he all the tribes of Jacob owns ; 


Thereon his wood he laid, and ſacrifice, 
And to his friends and ſervants next applies, 
To make ſome trenches alſo in the ground, 
Which might the new-bullt altar quite ſur- 
round, 
| Then ordered water to be quickly ſought, 
And to this altar for his purpoſe brought, 
And ſome to fetch it very quickly went, 
Prompt with the hopes of ſeeing the event, 
And brought it to him- where Elijah ſtood, 
Who pour'd it on the altar, and the wood , 


3 Kings xviii. 27. + Ver. 31, 32, 33. f Ver. 33. 
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Four barrels full, three times he thus be- 
ſtow'd, 

Upon the ſacrifice and on the wood, 

Till all the trenches full of water flow'd &, 

This candid meaſure prov'd a guard com- 
plete, 

Againſt all imputation of deceit, 

Which might ſo great a miracle defeat, 

That Iſr'el might again to God return, 

For whoſe departure he did often mourn, 

That ſo the Lord might have his juſt renown, 

And Baal be for ever overthrown. 

Thus did Elijah as he was inſpir'd, 

And when all was prepar'd as he deſir'd, 

He then with fervour lifted up his cry, 

To Abram's, Iſaac's, Iſr'el's God, on high, 

Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that Iſr'el may, 

Acknowledge thee ; thus did the prophet 
pray: 

Whoſe pray 'r was heard, God ſent before their 
eyes, 

Fire from above, which ln his ſacrifice, 

Lick'd up the water which around it ſtood, 

And did conſume the altar and the wood 4 


1 Kings xVitl, 35, + Ver. 37. I Ver. 38. 
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All this the multitude around him ſaw, 
And on their faces fell with ſolemn awe, 
Which being done, vey own'd with one con. 
ſent, 
The pow'r was God's, and he omnipotent, 

The Lord is God *, the Lord is God, they cry, 
The holy prophet being rous'd thereby, 


Proclaim'd aloud, Take Baal's prophets hence, 


To reſcue f one admit no vain pretence, 
All that were preſent there, - the people took, 
And then they brought them down to * 
brock. 

Ahab with grief fas this perform” & i no doubt, 
But could not hinder what they were about; 


And there they all were by the prophet lain, 


| Yet numbers of them doubtleſs did remain, 
Who by their abſence then were left alive, 
But did not long the others fate ſurvive, 
Though judgment linger, as with leaden heels, 
Its iron hands, at laſt its ſtrength reveals. 
Thus was Baal's worſhip very much ſuppreſt, 
The common people ſoon their fins confeſs'd, 
(But ſuch who did idolaters remain, 
Were after by the ſword of Jehu ſlain .) 


© Kings XVIII, 39. Þ+ Ver. 40. 1. 0 Kings x, 25. 
Theſe 
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heſe things tranſacted with no ſmall ſurprize, 
The prophet did king Ahab next adviſe, 

To eat and drink, and not from food refrain, 
Becauſe, ſaid he, there is a ſound of rain *; 

„ Urnen to the top of Carmel's mount he * 
ry, Nrrom thence his ſervant ſomewhat farther ſent 
Nearer the ſea t, to make an obſervation, 
ce, Mit in the air, he ſaw an alteration, . 

Or found the clouds beginning to ariſe, 9 
ok, Nor any ſigns of rain around the ſkies, 
100 Who ſoon return'd without the hopes of rain ; 

But ſoon his maſter ſent him out again, 
bt And when return'd, his anſwer was the ſame. 
; Seven times he ſent him ; when at laſt he 
ain, came, 5 
And ſaid he ſaw a cloud towards the ſea, 
Which was ſo ſmall, to him it ſeem'd to be, 
In his appearance, ſomething like a hand, 
els Which gave the prophet ſoon to underſtand, 
That God was ſending rain to bleſs the land. 
ſt, 60 up to Ahab now, ſaid he, and ſay, 
5h Prepare thy chariot, haſte thee ſoon away, 

That ſo the rain may not thy journey ſtay. 


* 1 Kings xviii. 41. + Ver. 43. {þ Ibid, 5 Ver. 44. 
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The riſing clouds made Ahab ſoon believe, 
And this advice, for his own good, receive; 
But yet he bore the ſeer no true regard, 
Nor thought him worthy of the leaſt 3 
Yet knew he was the ſervant of the Lord. 
But ſtill Elijah's God afforded ſtrength, 
To run a journey of ſo great a length; 
As Ahab ſwiftly drove, the pious man, 
With girded loins, before him ſwiftly ran, 
Till near the city of J-zreel they came *, 
(But not perhaps ſo ſwift as nimble fame,) 
Where Ahab ſoon did to his wife relate, 
Baal's prophets death, an unexpected fate, 
And greatly did the loſs of them deplore, 
And laid the blame at poor Elijah's door. 


T he. haughty queen did this with terror hear, | 


And ſoon for vengeance did her mind prepare, 

Blinded with fury, ſtupify'd wich rage, 

(Which nothing but revenge could then aſ: 
ſuage) 

So weak was ſhe, a meſſenger to ſend 

To tell the prophet what ſhe did intend, 

That on the morrow, by that time of day, 

She ſurely would this holy prophet flay +; 


* 1 Kings xviii, 46. +1 Kings xix. 2. 
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1 
„and that his life ſhould be like one of thoſe, 
Which he upon Mount Carmel did oppoſe, 

5 And cauſed there to be together ſlain; : 
) 


But hearing this he did not there remain, 

And as his caſe admitted no delay, 

He for the wilderneſs purſu'd his way; 

And there beneath a tree with grief oppreſt, 

Laid himſelf down upon the earth to relt “, | 

And aſk'd to die, and did his caſe bemoan ; 

But there the Lord did ſoon Elijah own, 

And ſeat his angel twice with a ſupply. 

Of cake and water f: he refreſh'd thereby, 

Purſu'd his lonely walk for forty days, 

Through deſart, rugged, and untrodden 

| ways; . 1 

a, Came to the cave in Horeb's mount (the place 
re. ¶ Where Moſes turn'd aſide, and hid his face ꝙ, 

When he the buſh had ſeen,) and did appeal 
a. To him that knew his conſtancy and zeal ; 
His ſuff*ring then bewail'd; and made con- 

feſſion | | 
Of Ifr'el's fin, and Judah's great tranſgreſſion. 


*1 Kings XIiX. 4. + Ver. & 1 Exod. iii. 5. 
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When he had — the Lord then gave com. 
mand, 
That on the mount he mould t before him ſtang, 
When there, the Lord before him paſſed by, 
With ſolemn dread, and awful majeſty; 
And then he heard a wind that roar'd like 
thunder, 
Which rent the mountains and the rocks 
aſunder * 3 | 
So piercing and tremendous as to make 
The earth to tremble, and the mountains 
ſhake +. 
And then a fire appear'd, which Joubtleſ flew 
Like lightning's flaſhes in the prophet's viey, 


Feet did it not the great Jehovah pleaſe 


Then to appear in any one of theſe, 

But when they all were paſt, there reach'd his 
ear 5 5 

A ſmall ſtill voice but yet diſtinct and clear; 
Io which Elijah ſoon attention gave, 
is face wrapt in his mantle; from the co" 
Came forth, and in the entrance ſtood, and 

heard 

Again the voice of him he how” d and fear'd 


s 1 Kings xix, 11. | + Ver. 12. | t Ver. 13: 
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What doſt thou here Elijah ? He again, 
Did thus of Iſr'el's wickedneſs complain; 
have been jealous for the Lord, ſaid he, 
Becauſe all Iſr'el have forſaken thee, 
Thy altars broken down, thy prophets flain, 
And even I alone alive remain *; 
And my life too they ſeek, that ſo they may, 
With unrelenting hearts take that away. 
Then ſaid the Lord, (who faw his great 

diſtreſs) "Ba 
Go to Damaſcus by the wilderneſs 2; 
Hazael king of Syria, there anoint ; 
Jehu, the fon of Nimſhi, I appoint 
The lofty throne of Iſr'el to aſcend, 
To make of Ahab's houſe a total end; 
Anoint Eliſha, Shaphat's ſon, to be 
A prophet alſo in the room of thee . 
A weighty taſk was this, but yet he went, 
And did the work for which he then was ſent, 
But to anoint two kings while others reign'd, 
And heirs apparent to their crowns remain'd, 
Might have been conſtru'd treaſon, if lul- 7 

pected, | | 
But he in this was by the Lord directed, 
and by his pow'r was graciouſly protected. 


T Ver. 16. 
But 


+. Ver. 15. 
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But notwithſtanding Ahab's wickedneſs, 
The Lord remember'd Iſr'el in diſtreſs; ; 
For king Benhadad with the Syrian hoſt, 
Of horſe and foot invaded Iſr'el's coaſt; 
Who to ſecure a conqueſt with him brings 
No leſs than thirty-two confederate kings. 
He to Samaria (Ahab's city) came, 

And with his army did beliege the ſame; _ 
Sent in his claims to all that Ahab had “, 
Who anſwer'd wiſely (though ſo vile and bad), 
The man may boaſt who lays his harneſs by: 
Not he that puts it on, was his reply : 
Then did the Lord to him a prophet ſend, 
Totell the king, that he would him defend, 
(Though his regard for Iſr'el ſurely was, 
Of his deliverance the only cauſe), 


Thus faith the Lord, ſaid he, this multitude, 


(Which in the land fo cavuſelefsly intrude,) 
Will I into thy hand deliver fo, _ | 
That thou and all the people here may | 
| know, | 3 
I am the Lord , from whom your bleſſings | 
| flow. - | ] 


* 1 Kings xx. 4, 5, 6, 7. + Ver. 13- 
- Benhada 
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Benhadad, being not at all diſmay'd, 
Drunk with his kings, in his pavillion ſtaid, 
Until noon-day *® : then there P in 

view, 
Of Iſr'el's ſtrength, three hundred thirty-two, 
And ſeek his camp he then an order gave 
To his commanders all their lives to ſave +5 
But each bold youth a Syrian ſoldier flew, 
And then ſeven thouſand did the reſt purſue ; 
Who vanquiſh'd all Benhadad's mighty hot, 


Of which he did of late ſo proudly boaſt. 


But then the Syrians thought the cauſe was 
known, 

Why all their army there was overthrown ; 

That Iſr'el's God was ſov'reign of the hills $, 

And therefore Iſr'el had obtain'd their wills; 

That if the battle had been on the plain, 

The Iſr'elites as ſurely. had been ſlain; 

That of the vallies he was not the Lord, 

And could not there give vict'ry to the ſword, 

Gathering the forces which did yet remain, 

Benhadad to Damaſcus march'd again; 

And there reſolved that the enſuing year, 

He would againſt the Iſrelites appear; 


* 1 Kings Xx. 16, + Ver. 18. f Ver. 15. § Ver, 23. 
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An efforts try*d, he did obtain at length 

An army equal to the firſt in ſtrength, 

The ſeaſon come, and preparations made, 
Again he ventur'd Iſr'el to invade ; 

But in his march he did the hills avoid, 

As his laſt army was on hills deſtroy'd, 

And thought a conqueſt certainly to have, 
Where Iſr'el's God had not the pow'r to ſave, 

Then came to Aphek, with intent to fight 

The Iſr'clites, when they appear'd in ſight; 

Who when they came, and were encamped 


near 
To their inſulting foes did but appear 


1 Like two ſmall Rocks of kids couch'd on the 


ground, 
While the proud Syrians fill'd the country | 
round *. 

But Iſr'el's God was jealous of his name, 
And to the Heathens did his pow'r proclaim, 
A man of God to Ahab came and faid, 
Becauſe the Syrians did the Lord upbraid ft; 
As if in vallies he could not protect, 
(Though he did Ahab and his houſe reject) 
He would preſerve and fave again the land, 
And give this multitude into his hand, 


9 7 Kings * + Ver, 28. 
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Sev'n days together thus the armies lay, 


| Before the fight began *, then in one day, 


One hundred thouſand Syrians Iſr'el flew, 
The relt to Aphek haſtily withdrew ; 

Full ſeven and twenty thouſand ; where a wall 
Upon them fell, and doubtleſs kill'd them all. 
Benhadad then conceal'd himſelf a while , 
And then obtained his freedom with a wile Þ 
Of fooliſh Ahab; who had then his foe 


A priſoner made, but let him ſafely go. 11 


Soon after which a prophet to him came, 
And let him know wherein he was to blame, 
And that his life ſhould for the others go 8, 
And in proceſs of time it proved ſo. 


Ahab had near his palace caſt his eye, 

Upon a vineyard which he fain would buy, 
Or for another change |,—which Iſrael 
Were by the laws of God forbid to ſell ; 
Yer Ahab had the owner Naboth try'd, 
But flatly was by him at once deny'd. 
The king of this ſore diſappointment full, 
Return'd unto his queen, exceeding dull; 
The cauſe of which ſhe very ſon inquir'd, 
Who quickly told her what he had deſir'd, 

* 3 Kings xx. 29. + Ver. 36 {Ver $8. 

$ Ver, 43. [l 1 Kings xxi. i. 
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Ard how repuls'd, and by a ſubject too, 
Who ſoon contrived what ſhe thought would 
do; 
Then to him ſaid, Go eat and merry be, 
And 1 will give the vineyard ſoon to thee *, 
She then got Naboth taken and ſecur'd, 
And then to trial brought, where ſhe pro- 
dard, ES 
Falſe witneſſes to prove the high offence, 
Of blaſphemy againſt Omnipotence, 
And Ahab too F ;—this was her baſe pre- 
- 
What they aſſerted, Naboth never own'd, 
But yet to death he was unjuſtly ſton'd. 


Soon after this, upon a certain day, 
The Lord again did to Elijah ſay, 


| Go down to Jezreel, for behold, ſaid he, 


Ahab is gone the vineyard there to ſee , 

With which poor Naboth's father's houſe 
were bleſt, 

And he as heir had many years poſſeſt. 

This freſh command he inſtantly obey'd, 

And found king Ahab where the Lord had 
faid ; | 


SF * 1 Kings xxi. 7. + Ver. 10. ; Ver. 18. 
| | And 
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And drawing near, ſaid with an awful look, 

Haſt thou both killed and poſſeſſion took *; 

Hear what the Lord hath ſent me now to ſay, 

Where dogs the blood of Naboth lick'd , 
ſhall they 

Lick thy blood; even-thine: thy family 

Shall out of Iſr'el extirpated be; 

And they who in the field ſhall chance to die; 

For fowls to eat, ſhall there unbury'd lie; 

And ſuch who in the city ſhall be ſlain, 

Shall, torn by dogs therein, as dung remain; 

And by the walls of Jezr'el 'tis dec, 

That dogs on Jezabel, thy wife, ſhall feed 4. 

This dreadful ſentence Ahab fully knew, 

(As*twas from God,) would certainly be true; 

His clothes according to the cuſtom rent, 

And faſting alſo, did his caſe lament, 

and ſoftly walk'd$, but yet it is not ſaid, 

Ahab repented, or that Ahab pray'd : 

Twas then too late; the fixed puniſhment, 

All his dejection could not then prevent; 

But this ſubmiſſion then ſo far prevail'd 

With him, whoſe kind compaſſion never fail'd, 


ad — 
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He to the prophet ſaid, Doſt thou not ſee, 
How Ahab humbleth now himſelf to me? 
Go tell him then, the evil which I ſaid 
Should on his houſe aſſuredly be laid, 
Shall not in his own days be brought, (with 
ſpeed) T | 
But in his ſon's*, who ſhall his throne ſucceed, Ml 


Three years had Ahabreſted now in peace 
In ͤ which the Syrian war with him did ceaſe; 
But Ahab then propoſed war to make, 

His city Ramoth- Gilead to retake; 

And to Jehoſhaphat again he ſaid, 

Wilt thou go with me? But he ſeem'd afraid, 
Unleſs. they firit the mind of God could knoy, 
If he approv'd, he would conſent to go. 
Four hundred prophets they together call I, 
To know the mind of God they ſeek of all, 
Whether they ſhould to Ramoth-Gilead go, 
To fight againſt the Syrians then, or no. Ne 
They all ſaid, Go; agreeing in the thing, rn 
That God would give the City to the king; 
But Judah's king ſtill doubting, and afraid 10 
To truſt therein, to Ahab further ſaid, 


* 1 Kings xxi. 29. + Chap. xxii, 1, f Ver.6. i « 
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1 
s there no other prophet of the Lord, 

That we of him may alſo hear his word * ? 
Ahab reply'd, there 1s another yet, 

Micaiah, Imlah's ion, but him TI hate; 

Who never propheſied good to me, 

But always evil things; let not, ſaid he, 

The king ſay ſo F ;—but let us for him ſend, 
Which being done, he came and did attend 
Then they of him inquired as before, 

And he reply'd the ſame ; (but then no more) 
And alſo gave theſe kings to underſtand, 
Ramoth ſhould ſoon be put in Ahab's hand, 
(Thus ſaid he then, as if he would deceive, 


Though ſoon would make -them otherwiſe 


believe) 
For being further preſs'd, he that revers'd, 
And ſaid, I faw all Iſrael diſpers'd, 
And ſcatter'd on the hills like wand'ring 
ſheep, 
No ſhepherd being left them there to keep; 
Then ſaid the Lord, All theſe no maſter 


have, 
Let ev'ry one go home ＋, (his life to ſave) 


1 Kings xxii. . + Ver. 8. + ver. 17. 
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How long, ſaid Ahab, ſhall thee . | 


To ſpeak the truth to me *; 

Then did Micaiah thus his © own, 

I ſaw the Lord exalted on his throne, 
And all the hoſt of heav'n on either hand, 

Around him there, in proper order ſtand, 


Then ſaid the Lord, who ſhall I ſend that will 


Ahab perſuade F,—(my purpoſe to fulfil) 
To go to Ramoth? (that he there may fall) 
A ſpirit then came forth before them all, 
And ſaid, I'll go, the prophets to deceive, 
A lying ſpirit be, (which they'll believe) 


Then ſaid the Lord, perſuade him and prevail, 


Go do it then F; who went and did not fail; 


Know then, ſaid he, the Lord hath put a lie 
Into the mouth of each F, that ſtandeth by. 


Four hundred prophets ſcarcely this could 
hear, 


And no reſentment in their minds appear; 


For Zedekiah being chief of thoſe, 
Did ſmite Micaiah q, and his words oppoſe, 


But this true prophet's anſwer clearly ſhow'd, | 


That the prophetic ſpirit in him flow'd, 


* x Kings xxii. 16. + Ver. 20, f Ver. 22. 
| $ Ver. 23- l Ver. 24. 


And 
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And told him what ſhould him befall, when 


fear, 
jn the approaching danger ſhould be near; 
That in his fright for ſafety he'd provide, 
And in an inner chamber there would hide *; 
But Ahab's mind with fury agitated, 
To priſon ſent the prophet F which he hated; 
Where bread and water ſhould his life fuſtain, 
Both of affliction, and ſhould there remain, 
Till he in peace returned home again. 
If thou in peace return again, ſaid he, 
The Lord (my God) hath never ſpoke by meT; 
Ahab would not the prophet's word receive, 
But in the other prophets did believe; 
To which alſo Jehoſhaphat inclin'd. 
They march'd to Ramoth &, and their forces 

join'd. 
Now Ahab was diſguiſed in the fight, 
And king Jehoſhaphat appear'd in ſight, 
In royal robes ||; him God deſign'd to ſave; 
The king of Syria this order gave, 
Neither with ſmall or great to urge the fight, 
On Iſr'el's king alone t' impel their might; 


* 1 Kings xxii. 25, + Ver. 27. 
Ver. 29- f 


N 2 Jeho- 


Ver. 28. 
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Jehoſhaphat the Syrians quickly ſee, 
And ſeen, they deem him Iſr” el's king to 
he © ; 
And 50 upon him hard, his ſubjects croud: 
Jehoſhaphat for help beſought aloud : = 
The error known, no more the foes purſue, | 
But one his bow then at a venture drew, 
And Ahab ſmote; who to his driver ſaid, 
Pm wounded, turn aſide; but was afraid, 
If this was Known, his hoſt would be dil- 
ae; 
And there they held diem up in ſight a while, 
That he thereby both armies might beguile; 
But death approaching, home he ſtro veto ride, 
Yet of his wound upon the way he dy'd. 
Samaria's pool receiv'd his arms and car, 
To cleanſe them after this preſumptuous war; 
And as Elijah propheſy'd, his blood 
Was lick'd by dogs as there the chariot ſtood}, 


Such was the impious Ahab's fearful end, 


|. And Ahaziah did his throne aſcend ; 


Who. by a fall was hurt, and did deſire, Ar 
Of Baal-zebub, Ekron's God, t' inquire, Ar 


* 1 Kings Xxii. 32. + Ver. 38. 
Whether 


0 
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Whether he ſhould recover then or die *, . 
But God with him was much diſpleas'd 


thereby. 
And to Elijah by an angel ſent, 


[That he their meſſage might thereby prevent,) = 


To meet the men , and ſend 'em back again, 
Becauſe of him inquiry was in vain, 

s there no God in Iſrael, that he, 

Would now to Ekron ſend, rejecting me? 
60 tell the king, the bed where he doth lie, 
He ſhall not leave, but there ſhall ſurely die 4. 
The king diſpleaſed at this, a captain ſent, 


With fifty armed men, who quickly went, 


And found Elijah on an eminence; 

Oman of God, ſaid they, come down from 
thence; 

But he refus'd to come at their deſire, 

Am I a-man of God, ſaid he, let fire 

Come down from heav'n, and each of you 
conſume 8, 

Which came to paſs; yet did the king pre- 
ſume, 

And impiouſly in haſte, he ſent again 

Another captain with his fifty men]; 

2 Kings i. 2. + Ver. 3. 

9 Ver, 10. Ver. 12. 
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Who in like manner to the prophet cane, { 
Commanding him in Ahaziah's ame, 
To come down quickly; but theſe men again Ml 
Were in like manner in an inſtant ſlain “*. f 
Perhaps theſe captains and their fifties fell 
To be a warning then to Iſrael, 
That Ahab's houſe might alſo clearly ſee. 
The pow'r of God not in the leaſt degree 
Reduc'd or leſſen'd, but remain'd the ſame 
As when their fathers out of Egypt came. Wl | 
But notwithſtanding this the harden'd king 
Sent fifty more, commanding them to bring Ml | 
The prophet down; but theſe OWE d with Ml | 
fear, | | 
Went up and did ſubmiſively appear; 3 
Proftrate before him fell, and begg'd that he 
Would let their lives unto him precious ber; 
| Mov'd with compaſſion, then the angel ſaid, 
Go with them down, and be thou not afraid 5. 
By this encouragement Elijah went, 
Along with thoſe whom Ahaziah ſent, 
And told the king his meſſage from the Lord, 
Which came to paſs according to his word. 


* 2 Kings i. 12, + Ver. 13, 14. 1 Ver. 15. 
But 


in 


8 
th 


With ſev'nty ſons, whom Jehu found alive, 


Fulfill'd in part, and ſaw the reſt would be; 


The ſlight of ſome, though bleſſing of the age. 
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(But Jezebel did Ahab long ſurvive) 


When he ſlew Joiam® to aſſume the throne, 

With all the reſt T7, to make the crown his 
own, | 

And Jezebel from out her.window caſt, 

Torn by devouring dogs, ſhe breath'd her laſt. 


Some things Elijah in his time did fee 


But now the I ord had better things in ſtore, 

For good Elijah, than to witneſs more, 

I now proceed in my account to ſay, 

How God in mercy took him hence away; 

Beholding with compaſſion his diſtreſs, 

In cities, caves, and in the wilderneſs ; 

Oft hunger-pinch'd, and muſt thereby have 
dy'd, 

Had not the Lord his God his wants ſupply'd ; 

To earthly comforts and delights a ſtranger, 

Expos'd to hardſhips, ſolitude, and _ 


His life a ſtate of real pilgrimage, 


* 2 Kings x. 7 4 2 Kings ix, 29. I Ver. 33. 


This 
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This God beheld, and ſaw his bitterneſs 
For Iſr'el's fin, and Ahab's wickedneſs; 
Saw his condition here was ſo forlorn, 

And decp diſtreſs, no longer to be borne; 
Determin'd foon his ſervant to tranſlate, 
From all his ſorrows to a bliſsful ſtate; 
For evermore triumphantly to ſing : 
The praiſes of the Lord his God and king, 
And when the Lord was pleaſed to remove 
This faithful ſervant to the joys above, 

As he before, Eliſha did appoint, 

He ſent Elijah now, him to anoint 

A prophet in his room; and to attend 
Upon Elijah alſo to his end; 

But when he came, he there Eliſha found 


Employ'd with oxen, ploughing up the ground, | 


And caſt his mantle over him in love *; 
Which token of regard his heart did we, 


With ſtrong affection for the holy ſeer, 


Which did by running after him appear; 
But as he follow'd him; he aſk'd for this, 
(Before he farther went) that he might kiſs 
His father and his mother; then ſaid he, 
Go back to them, what have I done to thee f: 


* 1 Kings xix. 19. + Ver. 20. 


So 
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go he returned to his men again, 
And caus'd two of his oxen to be lain, 
Which being done, they quickly boil'd the 
fleſh, | 
That he together might his men refreſh, 
And burnt the implements which he before 
Had often uſed, but now ſhould uſe no more; 
(He being call'd to greater ſevice now, 
Than driving oxen, or of holding plow ;) 
He then with haſte after Elijah went, 
And to continue with him was content; 
But it, by the chronology appears - 
To be but four, or not above five years, 
On whom he did with diligence attend, 
| Until he knew the time he ſhould aſcend ; 
And on that folemn awful, parting day, 
Elijah aſk'd Eliſha there to ſtay 
Behind at Gilgal, for the Lord, ſaid he, 
To go to Bethel hath directed me*; 
To which Eliſha ſoon this anſwer gives, 
As lives the Lord, and as thy ſoul now lives, 
I will not leave thee; thus his mind was 
bent: 
To which reply Elijah gave conſent, 
And then to Bethel they together went f. 


* 2 Kings ii. 2. + Ibid, 


When 


„ 
When there, to him the prophets ſons did ſay, 
Thy maſter will be ta*en from thee to day; 
I know it, ſaid Eliſha, hold your peace * 
But yet his proving was not here to ceaſe ; 
For then Elyah his regard to try, 
Or find his views or motive out thereby, 
Or ſee what bleſſings he had hopes to gain, 
That made him willing with him to remain, 
Said tarry here, I pray thee, till I go, 
For God hath ſent me now to Jericho  ; 
Who anſwer'd then the ſame he did before, 
And was determin'd not to leave him more; 
He who forſook his parents and his plow, 
And all his bus' n. could not leave him 
now; 
Nor could be then prevail'd upon to ſtay, 
So both for Jericho went on their way , 
And there the * ſons obſerv d the 
ſame 8 
As thoſe at Bethel did, * whence they 
came; 
Who anſwer'd theſe the ſame as thoſe before, 
And bid them hold their ee or w no 
more, 


2 2 Kings ii. 3, + Ver. 4. f Ibid, 5 Ver. 5. 


As 
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As this he knew before, as well as they, 
And here Elijah aſked him to ſtay, 
Till he to Jordan went * but this again, 
He anſwer'd as before, and full as plain; 
When he had thus ſo earneſtly reply'd, 
They travell'd on, and came to Jordan's 
n+ 
And there Elijah did its ſtream divide, 
By ſmiting of it with his mantle , where 
A way for them to paſs he made appear ; 
The parting water fled on either hand, 
And ſtaid a while, as waiting his command, 
Till on dry ground they quickly paſs'd the 
| flood, ” 
And to the other fide with ſafety ſtood ; 
Then the ſtream receiv'd its wonted force, 
And ſwiftly haſten'd to its uſual courſe : 
Elijah finding now his end draw nigh, 
He to Eliſha did in love apply, 
What ſhall I do for thee ? Aſk now, ſaid he, 
Before I'm taken quite away from thee F ; 
But he, whoſe love was wean'd from things 
below, 
(From whence deſires for earthly riches flow,) 


* 2 Kings ii. 6. + Ver. 7. t Ver. 8. § Ver. 9. 


Did 
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Did not requeſt ſuch treaſure to inherit, 
But aſk'd a double portion of his ſpirit ; 
Hard is the thing, which thou deſir'ſt of me, 
But yet it ſhall be ſurely granted thee, 
{  Reply'd Elijah, if unto the end 
Thy eyes behold me, while I hence and of 
As they went on, they ſaw approaching n : 
Horſes and chariot, all like fire appear ; 
And then a whirlwind parted them aſunder, 
Which made Eliſha cry aloud with wonder, 
Thus was Elijah taken up to heav'n; 
And then his ſpirit to Eliſha giv'n ; 
(Which ſoon appear'd) thus did he ſee aſcend, 
His worthy maſter, and beloved friend; 
Then from him fell his mantle to the ground?, 
Which mantle very ſoon Eliſha found. 
This awful ſight muſt needs affect his mind, 
In twain he rent his clothes, alone was left 

behind. | 
But in alleviation quickly felt 
That holy gift which in Elijah dwelt, 
That bleſſed ſpirit now his ſoul poſſeſs'd, 
With which indeed he was divinely bleſs'd ; 
Eliſha then a prophet did commence, 
And ſo returned in an awful ſenſe 


2 Kings ii. 10. + Ver. 13. 


1 

Of thoſe events, and doubtleſs fill'd with 

thanks; 
He ſoon return'd àgain to jordan s banks, 
And with the mantle did the waters ſmite“, 
As was before performed in his fight. 
By good Elijah with it that ſame day, 
When they together paſſed on the way : 
Where is the Lord, Elijah's God? he cry'd; 
On which the waters did again divide, 
And he with equal ſafety paſs'd the ſtream, 
And to the propher's ſons directly came. 
Theſe were in number fifty, and had been 
Where they together had the prophets ſeen, 


When they by Jordan ſtood+: a ſoon 


confeſs'd 
Elijah's ſpirit did upon him reſt, 


And bow'd themſelves ＋. and aſk'd for leave 


to ſend 
Some able men to find their worthy friend. 
He diſapprov'd; yet did at laſt aſſent, 
And fifty men to ſeek Elijah went, 
But found him not. Eliſha ſtaid to ſee 
At Jericho what their ſucceſs would be. 


* 2 Kings ii. 14. + Ver. 8 ver. * 
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Thus was remov'd from earth as great a 
ſeer, | 1. 
As e' er perhaps did to mankind appear: 
Thus ended here his work: and thus began 
The early ſervice of as great a man. 


E L I 5 N 


PART THE SECOND. 


THE ARGUMENT. — 


Elijah having aſcended, Eliſha comes to 
Jericho; the ſons of the prophets there per- 
ceive he poſſeſſes the ſpirit of Elijah they 
complain their waters are not good, and their 
land barren he heals their waters - comes to 
Bethel, is mocked by children, —he curſes 
them, and thereupon two bears come and 
deſtroy forty-two of them. -Moab rebels 
azainlt Iſrael, and Jehoram perſuades Jeho- 
haphat, king of Judah, and the king of 
Edom, to join him in war againſt him they 
march ſeven days into the wilderneſs— there 
Ws: - want 
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want water, and are in great diſtreſs—the 
three kings go to Eliſha—he reproves the 
king. of Iſrael, but reſpects Jehoſhaphat— 
ſeeks the Lord for them, and fortels a ſupply 
of water by the morning.—They make 
ditches, which are filled. The Moabites de- 
ceived by the appearance thereof, come down 
to them—are overthrown,, and chaſed into 
their own land. Eliſha comes to Bethel; 
where a prophet's widow, in diſtreſs for 
debt, applies to him—ſhe having only a 
crule of oil left, he directs her to borrow vel- 
{els—then cauſes the oil to flow till all are 
filled; the oil is fold to pay the debt, &c. 
—Eliſha paſſing by Shunem, is obſerved by 
a worthy woman, who perceiving him to be 
a man of God, prevails on her huſband to 
build him a room, which becomes his lodging. 
Eliſha, ſenſible of their kindneſs, aſks of her 
what ſhall} be done for her—ſhe refuſes his 
offers—he finding ſhe has no child, fortels 
Bier having a fon, who, when he becomes a 
lad, is taken ill and dies, but is reſtored by 
Eliſha fo life.—He comes to Gilgal in the 
time of dearth; the prophet's ſons there 
prepare pottage with poiſonous herbs—he 
heals the portage, and preſerves their lives 
he feeds one hundred of them with twenty 
ſmall barley loves, and ſome unthreſhed corn, 
and has to fpare—he heals Naaman of his 
leproſy, and refuſes his preſents ; but Gehaz! 
covets it, and by a lie obtains part of it: 
4115, of 8 Eliſha 
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Eliſha diſpleaſed, cauſes the leproſy of Naa- 
man to cleave to him. The prophets ſons 
preparing for a building, prevail with Eliſha 
to go with them to the banks of Jordan 
to fell trees —one loſes his axe-head, which 
the prophet cauſes to ſwim. - Benhadad king 
of Syria, continuing to invade Iſrael, is often 
diſconcerted—Eliſha diſcovers his deligns, 
which Benhadad being informed of, meditates 
revenge on Eliſha, and being informed he 1s 
at Dothan, ſends armed men to ſeize hi m— 
at Eliſha's prayer they are ſtruck with blind- 
neſs—he then deceives them, and leads them 
to Samaria—their eyes are then opened— 
choram begs leave to ſlay them, but Eliſha 
refuſes, and cauſes the king to feed them, 
and ſend them away in ſafety—Benhadad be- 
ſieges Samaria, and cauſes a dreadful famine 
—Jchoram blames the prophet for it, and 
ſeeks his death—he fortels great plenty on 


the morrow ; the enemies being ſurpriſed in 


the night, by hearing the noiſe of armed men 
and chariots, fly and leave their tents and 
proviſions the city ſupplied thereby—Eliſha 
fortels a ſeven years famine ; warns his good 
friend the Shunamite to flee from it—at her 
return her land is poſſeſſed by another, who 
refuſes to reſtore it; ſhe applies to the king 
he hearing then by Gehazi, that Eliſha had 
reſtored her ſon to life, recovers her poſſeſ- 
fon—Eliſha being at Damaſcus, Benhadad 
ſends Hazael to him to inquire if the king 
O 3 _ "On 
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mould recover—he propheſies of his death, 
and that Hazael ſhould ſucceed him, and 


be cruel to Iſrael.— The prophet ſends a 
young prophet to Ramoth, to anoint Jehu 
king of Iſrael; who ſoon after lays Jezebel 


and the ſeventy ſons of Ahab, and the kings 


of Ifrael and Judah, and their children, and 


all Baal's worſhippers, and deſtroys his houſe 


and 1dols—Eliſha is taken ſick, and king 
Joaſh comes to ſee him, and weeps over him; 

he foretels his ſubduing the Syrians—Eliſna 
dies, and is buried; nd another man is laid 
in the ſame grave, and his body touching the 


bones of Eliſha, the man revives, and fands 


upon his feet. 


LIJAH's faithful miniſtry now ends, 
And he triumphantly to heav'n al⸗ 
cends.* | 
At Jericho three digs Eliſha ſtays 

To ſee the men return; who divers ways 
With care had learch' d the mountain and the 

plain 

To find his body, but they ſought in vain. 
The people there perceiv'd Eliſha bleſt, 


With the ſame gift Elijah had poſſeſt. 


* 2 Kings ii. 11. 


1 
As to a prophet they to him apply'd 
For that, by which his miſſion ſhould be try'd: 
They told him, that their city pleaſant ſtood, 
But that their waters there were never good; 
And that the land was barren ; Then, ſaid he, 
Bring a new cruſe, and in it ſalt to me 
And then he with them went unto their ſpring, 
And in their preſence there the ſalt did fling x 
Thus faith the Lord, I have your waters 
 heaPd+, a 
And lo your land rich future crops ſhall yield. 
Which doubtleſs proved true; and thus the 
Lord | | 
Did to his next attempt ſucceſs afford. 
Him, as ſoon after he to Bethel went, 
Some children met, on youthful folly bent, 
And mocking, ſaid, Go up thou bald head, 
Go; 4 | | | 
At which the prophet was diſpleaſed ſo, 
He curſed them ; when ſtrait two bears were 
"Jents 
Who forty-two of them in pieces rent. 
All mocking then let giddy youth avoid, 
For which ſo many were at once deſtroy'd; 


* 2 Kings ii. 20. + Ver. 21, f Ver. 23. 
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Who ſuffer'd thus ſeverely for their crime, 


To be a warning to the end of time. 


Soon after this did Moab's king rebel 
Againſt Jehoram, king of Iſracl, 


(The ſon of wicked Ahab) who then reign'd, 
And who to king Jehoſhaphat complain'd, 


That Moab's king againſt him had rebell'd *, 


And from him had his uſual tax withheld +; 
And aſk'd the king of Judah him to join, 


With whom the king of Edom would com- 


Vine. 
To which Jehoſhaphat too Wan inclin'd, 
And ſoon their forces they together join'd ; 


Then through the wilderneſs together went, 


(The knowledge of their marching to pre- 
vent ;) 

And having ſpent ſev'n days in marching 

round, 

They came where water was not to be found: 

So many cattle, ſuch an hoſt of men, 

Upon their march muſt ſorely want it then; 

But where to find it, as no ſpring was near, 

None of them knew, which much increaſed 

their fear. 


. 2 Kings 111.5 


+ Ver. 4. 
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The king of Iſrael then cry'd out alas*, 

That God ſhould bring ſo ſad a thing to 
pals, 

To call three kings met in a band, 

And then to give them into Moab's hand! 

All this they fear'd, and thought deſtruction 
nigh, 

Unleſs the Lord their God did them ſupply: 

Which was the way, Jehoſhaphat then thought 

Help might be had, if he was truly ſought; 

This hint he gave, expreſſing his deſire, 

And therefore for a prophet did inquire, 

He ſoon was of Eliſha told, and where 

He might be found: but yet it don't appear 

How far the diſtance was from his abode, 

But all the kings in chariots (doubtleſs) rode; 

And to the prophet they together went, 

Jo aſk for counſel: tho = might have 

ſent; 

The preſent danger baniſh'd all that ſtate, 

And made them each as humble then as great. 

But happy thoſe who are ſo truly wiſe, 

As firſt to ſeek the Lord, that no ſurprize 

May 1n their enterprizes them attend, 

When God is both their counſellor and friend; 


* 2 Kings iii. 10. 


For 
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For all mankind, who act by his direction, 
May be afſur'd of counſel and protection; 
But when his counſel 1s not early ſought, 
Such men are often to diſtreſſes brought. 
And to proceed, the prophet ſeeing there 
Jehoram, with the other kings appear, 
Diſlik'd his preſence; — What have I, ſaid he“ 
Unto Jehoram, now to do with thee ? 

Go to thy father's prophets to inquire, 


Or of thy mother's prophets help deſire. 


Nay, ſaid the king to him, but we are three, 
Two other kings in danger now with me, 
Of falling into Moab's hand and thought 
That ſome deliv'rance might for us be 

ſought : 
But by the prophet” s anſwer was imply'd, 
All favours were on his account deny'd; 


As lives the Lord, the God I ſtand before, 

Did not Jehoſhaphat his help implore, 
I'd not toward thee look, nor ſee thy face+, 

So much rejected then, was Ahab's race; 


So much Jehoram treated with diſgrace. 
It can't be ſaid Jehoram in his heart 
Did from the Lord, or from his laws depart, 


ES. 


2 Kings i 13. + Ver. 14. 


He 


EE... 
He being led in blindneſs all his days, 
And taught to love his parents wicked ways ; 
But yet compaſſion for the people wrought 
Upon Eliſha, that the Lord he ſought. 
A minſtrel now was W with loud ac- 


| claim, 

He touch'd the harp, the wiſh'd- for do 

came: 

Thus ſaith the Lord, ſaid he, make ditches 
there, 


Which ſhall be fill'd, and yet no rain appear“. 

And then the prophet gave the kings to know 

That Moab ſhould ſuſtain an overthrow ; 

And all their fenced cities {ſmitten be, 

Stopt up their wells, and fell'd each * 
tree. 

As this prediction fully was believ'd, 

Their ininds were from the Pre " Fa 
liev'd. 


With theſe good Mine they return'd in haſte, 


Which were with joyful raptures then em- 


brac'd 
By all the multitude ; who quickly made 
Ditches for water, as the * Prop ſaid. 
ES Kings ii 111. 17. + Ver. 19. 
When 
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| S .topt up their wells, and filled by degrees 


Now / Moab to the ſpoil, Þ with haſte, they cry; 
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When this was done, they took a ſhort repoſe; 
But when betimes they in the morning roſe, 
To ſacrifice, water from Edom came, 
And ſoon it fill'd the country with the ſtream?®, 


But when the Moabites had heard by fome, 
That theſe three kings were all to battle come, 
They ſoon collected all their men for fight, 
But when they came, where waters were in 

ſight, 
The riſing ſun then ſhining on it bright, 
Reflecting redt, they thought the water blood, 
Which they ſuppos'd an omen for their good; 
And ſaid, Each king hath now the other ſlain, 
That ſo much blood doth on the earth remain, 


And puſhing on apace, as they drew nigh, 
They found their great miſtake, for Iſrael, 
Judah, and Edom, all upon them fell: 
Smote, routed, and purſu'd all Moab's band, 
And drove them forward, even to their land; 
Spoiled their cities, fell'd their goodly trees, 


® 2 Kings iii. 20. + Ver. 22. Ver. 23. 


Their 
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Their land with 5 * when this was fully 
o'er, | 8 

The Moabites return'd to them! no more. 


Eliſha next to Bethel went, awd there 
A widow of a prophet's ſon drew near, 
In great diſtreſs, and grief, unto him cry'd, 
And told her caſe, that ſince her huſband dy'd, 
The cruel creditor her ſons would ſell, 

And they to pay the debt as ſlaves muſt dwell: 
She told him alſo of her huſband's zeal, | 
For which ſhe to his knowledge did appeal f. 
He aſk'd her then, what in the houſe was left, 
Or if ſhe were of ev'ry thing bereft; "= 
One ſingle cruſe of oil ſhe then complain'd 4, 
Was all that of her houſhold ſtore remain'd. 
He bade her then (ſince. what "mn ſaid was 

ee 
To borrow empty veſſels not a few; 
Then ſhut themſelves within the houſe G to be 
From interruption or diſturbance free ; 
Then to pour out the oil, thoſe veſſels fill, 
And as they wanted more to borrow ſtill. 


, 2 Kings Ul, 25. + Chap. iv, 1. f Ver. 2. 
$ Ver. 4. 


p This 
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This counſel ſhe with gratitude receiv q, 
Which rais'd her faith and my to be re- 

a 

The pleaſing taſk they all attempt with ſpeed, 

And in procuring veſſels did ſucceed ; 

When thoſe ſhe had were fill'd, they went 

again 

To try for more, but their attempt was 

vain; 6 

And then the running of the oil was ſaid -. 0 

By ſelling the increaſe the debt was paid; 

The prophet bid them live upon the reſt; 

And thus the widow and her ſons were bleſt. 


Now after this it fell upon a day, 

That he to Shunam paſſed on his way, 
Where dwelt a perſon of no mean eſtate, 
Whoſe wife was much eſteem'd, and truly 
great 7; 

Who ſaw Eliſha with a watchful eye, 

As in his travels he was paſſing by; 

EKindly conſtrain'd him there a while to ſtay 
To eat ſome bread 3, and reſt him on his way; 


2 Kings iv. 6, + Ver. 8. 1 Ibid. 
Maſter 


= 
Maſter and ſervant, both her bounty ſhar'd, 
For whom her heart and houſe were well pre- 
par'd; 
And more than once ſhe aſked them to eat, 
When ſhe beheld them Pug through the 
ſtreet 
And on a time, on | parting with her gueſt, 
She to her huſband thus herſelf expreſt, 
Now I perceive this is a man of God *, 
Who paſſes by ſo frequent on the ey 
Let us for him a little chamber make 
Upon the wall, (and for his maſter's ſake) 
And in it for his next return prepare 
A bed; a table, candleſtick, and chair +; 
(Ne needleſs things propoſing to provide, 
Nor one thing there for ornament or pride.) f 
All which was n and when the prophet 
came, 
This friendly bed receiv'd his weary Adin * 
No mention there of curtains to his bed, 
No curious toilet round his table ſpread, 
No looking-glaſs was placed nigh at hand, 
Nor baſon, ſoap, or water on a ſtand , 


2 Kings iv. 9. + Ver. 10. f Ver. 11. 


Fa. How: 


j 
| 1 
N 
| ' 
7 
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How 1 how mean it was! yet this we 

find, 
He lik'd it well, and thought his treatment 
Find. 
The grateful prophet her intentions knew 
To be ſincere, and all ſhe had in view 
Was to be kind to ſtrangers in their way: 
Which he was thoughtful how he ſhouldrepay, 
And therefore ſent Gehazi to invite 
Into his room the worthy Shunammite, 
When ſhe came in, and did before him ſtand*, 


In great reſpect attending his command, 


He bade her ſay, (as they had lately ſeen 

How much for them her friendly care had 
en) 

What ſhall be done for thee? what friendly 
thing ? 

Wilt thou be ſpoken 1 unto the king, 

Or captain of the hoſt +? But ſhe reply'd 


In terms by which ſuch favours ſhe deny'd ; 
With my own people here, ſaid ſhe, I dwell; 


Which clearly ſhew'd the lik*d her ſtation 


well, 
And rather choſe it than the grand reſort, 


* he noiſe and buſtle that attend the court; 


„2 Kings „ + Ver. iz. 
„„ Her 


F 

Her watts preſence and her home ſhe 

| chole, 

To live in comfort, plenty, and i; 3 

No great preferment ſhe for him deſir'd, 

No wealth nor honour to be thus acquir'd; 

They had enough, and with it were content, 

And further offers aiming to prevent. 

She having anſwer'd thus, then turn'd away, 

Gehazi took the liberty to ſay, P 

This woman has no child, her huſband's old *; 

Which to him was ſo opportunely told, 

He call'd her back—ſhe coming as before, 

Stood in the entrance of the chamber door, 

He told her then (or gave her to believe) 

That by her huſband ſhe ſhould foon conceive; 

And that ſhe ſhould, after a certain ſpace, 

A ſon or heir with pleaſure then embrace; 

Wond'ring ſhe heard the pleaſing prophecy, 

And begg'd ſhemightnot bedeceiy'd thereby; 

Nay, nay, my lord, ow: man of God, ſaid, 
"the, T 

(Or to be plainer ſtill) don't lie to me + ; 

When thus ſhe ſaid, ſhe modeſtly withdrew,. . 

And in due ſeaſon found his ſaying true. 


» 2 Kings iv. 14. a + Ver, 16. 
P 3 | A ſon 
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A ſon was born, and look'd upon as giv'n, 
By ſignal favour as a gift from heav'n; 


As ſuch received was the lovely boy, ? 
Who did by turns their thanks and hopes 
. employ, p 
And was ſome years their comfort and their 
joy. wi 


But how uncertain is all human breath, 

How unperceived the approach of death, 

How tranſitory worldly comforts are, 

-And ev'ry bleſſing which on earth we ſhare, 

How quickly gone before we are aware! 

This hopeful youth chanc'd in the field to be, 

His father's reapers there at work to ſee; 

Where being ill, he cry'd, My head, my head; 

And then they fent him home; but there 
inſtead 

Of being better ſoon, de by degrees, 

Grew worſe and worſe upon his mother” 7 
knees: 

All they cond do they doubtleſs for him try'd, 

But yet upon his mother's lap he dy'd +. 

A pinching trial to the worthy pair, 

And worſe becauſe Eliſha was not there. 


Fre, Kings iv, 20, + Ibid, 
- The 


1 
I The child ſhe laid upon the prophet's bed, 


Then ſhut the door, and to her huſband ſaid, 


A young man ſend me now I pray, that he 

May get an aſs, and quickly go with me“; 

Her huſband giving tacitly conſent, 

The aſs was ſaddled, and away they went. 

She to her ſervant ſaid, Drive now away, 

Slack not thy riding till I bid thee ſtay +; 

And to the man of God the mournful dame 

To Carmel's mount at length in ſafety came; 

When they the hill W and came in 
ſight, 

Eliſha ſaid, Yonder's the Shunammite ; 

And bid Gehazi meet her, and inquire, 

If all is well with her; and then deſire 

To know if it be ſo with all at home, 

_ Huſband and child, that ſhe to me is come. 

She anſwer'd, Allis well ; (the reſt conceal'd, 

Till to his maſter ſhe the whole reveal'd) 

When ſhe arriv'd, and coming to him near, 

Her quick proſtration made her grief appear ; 

The prophet ſoon perceiv'd ſhe was diſtreſs'd, 

His ſenſe of which he quickly thus expreſs'd; 

Her ſoul is vex'd within her much I ſee, 

And yet the Lord has told it not to me g. 


* 2 Kings iv. 22. + Ver. 24. t ver. 26. $ Ver. 27. 
| When 
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When thus a while ſhe had embrac'd his feet, 

She in this manner did Eliſha greet ; 

Did I not ſay, when firſt thou ſaidſt to me, 

For all thy care what ſhall be done for thee, 

When thou foretold my having of a ſon, 

(When all my thoughts were loſt of having 
one) 

Do not deceive me, did I not reply, 

Do not, I pray thee, to thy handmaid lie; 

Did I, my lord, of thee a ſon deſire * ? 

Did I a favour of that ſort require? 

And here ſhe paus'd—andnot a word expreſs'd 

Of death or ſickneſs; this the prophet gueſs'd, 

And ſympathizing with her in her grief, 

Conceiv'd a method to afford relief ; 

Then ſent Gehazi haſtily away, 

The prophet's ſtaff upon the child to lay +. 

Though this was done, it could not pacify 

The painful mother's anxious heart thereby, 

As lives the Lord, and as thou liv'ſt, ſaid ſhe, 

I will not leave (or here depart from) thee 4. 

The condeſcending prophet full of pity, 

Attended on her home unto her city, 


* 2 Kings iv. 16 and 28. f Ver. 29. f Ver. zo. 


Gchazi 


„ 

Gehazi (being firſt) the work aſſay'd, 

And on the child the prophet's ſtaff had laid “, 

To raiſe a preſent hope was all its uſe, 

The ſtaff alone could no effect produce. 

But when Eliſha came it did impart 

A ſecret hope and comfort to her heart; 

She knew his int'reſt with the Lord was great, 

As was ſo clearly ſhewn to her of late, 

When this her ſon by miracle was giv'n, 

And by his pray'rs alone obtain'd from heav'n: 

She knew the pow'r that gave her fon before, 

Could now (though W her ſon to life re- 
ſtore. 

Theſe meditations, doubtleſs in her way, 

Gave to her troubled mind a ſolid ſtay, 

And brought her then entirely to depend 

Upon the Lord through her revered friend. 

Gehazi having the command obey'd, 

And found the youth was dead, no long ger 
ſtay'd; 

But running back again our in a fright) 

He met his maſter, and the Shunammite, 

And told them that the child did not awake, 

There was no voice +, no anſwer could he 

make, 


2 Kings iv. 31. + Ibid. 
And 


2 


108 Þ} 


And when they came they found the child was 


dead, 
And in the propher” s room, upon his bed“; 


He then went in, and ſhut the door th 


pray'd f, 
And till his fleſh was warm, upon him laid q; 


And God in mercy did his life reſtore, 


Unto his parents. healthy as before. 
She then aroſe and took her ſon away, 
To his apartment ſhe did him convey ; 


Her grateful thoughts ſo crowded in her breaſt, 
They ſeal'd her tongue, and could not be 


expreſt. 8 
Vet doubtleſs after this it was reliev'd, 


With thanks ſhe utter'd what ſhe had con- 


ceiv'd; 
This fterwards reniember'd all her days, 
And lov'd the Lord, and walked in his ways, 
As I proceed in king Jehoram's reign, 
She and her ſon will mention'd be again. 


From hence Eliſha next to Gilgal $ went, 
Where with the prophets fons ſome time nc 
ſpent. 


* 2 Kings iv. 32. + Ver. 33. f Ver, 34+ 
& Ver. 38. | = 
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Now in the land there was a ſcorching dearth, 
Which had conſum'd the product of the earth*; 
Eliſha there the prophets ſons to feed, 
A pot of pottage order'd then with ſpeed ; 
Into the field for herbs one went his way, 
Who fill'd his lap with gourds +, and did not 
ſtay; 
But knew not what they were, or bad or good, 
He nor the reſt, if proper for their food. 
Theſe gourds he ſhred, and caſt into the pot, 
But they who firſt to taſte it had the lot, 
Perceiv'd it deadly, and ſuppos'd that they 
Should for their ignorance too dearly pay; 
And to Eliſha ſoon for help apply'd, 
That death was in the pot to him they cry'd 
Who quickly called for a little meal , | 
And therewith did the deadly pottage heal: 
Thus was that holy man, and all the reſt, 
From that impending danger greatly bleſt. 


See how the pious liv'd in former days, 
Who left examples worthy of our praiſe 
Things plain and mean they only had for uſe, 
Were wholly ſtrangers to a life profuſe; 

5 t Ver, 39. 5 


iſ 2 Kings iv. 38, Ver. 41. 


In 


it 
> JN 
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In this repaſt there's nothing ſaid of meat, 

*T was pottage made of herbs they had to eat; 
But in this ſimple, low, and humble ſtate, 
Theſe prophets beſt upon the Lord could wait, 
His errands run, and follow his command, ) 
And be as pilgrims 1n their native land, 
To whom the Lord is always nigh at hand. 


The prophet next an hundred perſons fed, 
With corn in huſk, and only barley bread; 
Which as a preſent was unto him ſent “, 

With which it was Eliſha's kind intent 

They ſhould be all ſufficiently refreſh'd : 

The loaves but twenty, and the corn un- 
threſh'd, 

His ſervant thought *twould not in any wiſe 

So many hungry perſons then ſuffice, 

And when this pittance was before them laid, 

The holy prophet to his ſervant ſaid, 

Thus faith the Lord, all theſe enough ſhall 
have, 

And after that there ſhall be ſome to leave : by 

And through the ſignal bleſling of the Lord, ; 


It ſatisfy'd them all, and did afford 
An overplus, according to his word ; 


® 2 Kings iv. 42, + Ver, 43. 
By 


. 
© » 


1 
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By feeding them a miracle was wrought, 
By which much honour to his God was 
brought. 
There was in king Benhadad's Syrian court 
Among his nobles which did there reſort, 


6 


One who for wiſdom greatly was eſteem'd, 


And for his martial feats courageous deem'd; 
His name Naaman *, by the king regarded, 


And with the higheſt poſts and truſt rewarded. 


But notwithſtanding this, he chanc'd to be 
Afflicted with a grievous leproſy, 


Which in his poſt he could not well endure, 


Yet knew not how nor where to find a cure. 
But in his houſe a menial ſervant dwelt, | 
An Ifra'litifh captive maid, who felt 

So much compaſſion for him, to expreſs 


Her feeble wiſhes for his happineſs ; 


And as ſhe waited on his wife did tell 

How great a prophet was in Iſrael ; 

She wiſh'd him with him, Would to God, 
ſaid ſhe, 


My maſter was but with him,—then would 4 | 


he 


Be quickly cured of his leproſy F; » 


* '2 Kings v. 1. + Ver. 3 
Q Which 


L oy 
Which Na'man hearing, mention'd to the 
king, | ls 
And when they both conſider'd of the thing, 
The Syrian king, wrote Iſr'el's king a letter *, 
Suppoſing he might know the prophet better 
Than this poor captive, —and of him requir'd 
The cure his faithful Naaman deſir'd. 8 
This letter he by Na'man to him ſent, 
Which when he read, his clothes for grief he 
rent; 
Am I a God to kill and make alive? 
Said he to ſome; — ſee how he doth contrive 
Iss ſeek a quarrel at this time with me, 
To aſk recov'ry of a leproſy +. 

Had king Benhadad prudently expreſt 
What 'twas he wanted by the ſaid requeſt, 
That king Jehoram would but recommend 
Naaman to Eliſha, as his friend, 

And told him plainly what he then intended, 
The king of Iſr'el had not been offended. 
But when the prophet all had underſtood, 
(That all might work together then for good) 
And that the king no longer might reſent, 


He ſent t' inquire, why he his clothes had rent, 
And aſk'd that Na'man might be to him ſent, 


* 2 Kings v. 5. + ver. 7. 


That 


it 


E 
That he might know, and might to others tell, 
There was a prophet yet in Iſrael “. 


When Na'man had the welcome meſſage 
heard, 
He for his journey very ſoon prepar'd, 
With horſes, chariot, and attendants rode + 
To where Eliſha's humble dwelling ſtood; 
And there he thought Eliſha to have ſeen. 
When he ſome time had there in waiting been, 


The prophet ſent a meſſenger to ſay, 


Unto the river Jordan go thy way, 


And when thou haſt there waſh'd, and ſev'n 


times been 


Dipt in the pool, thou ſhalt be pure and cleanF. 
This unexpected meſſage gall'd his pride, 


At which he turn'd away diſſatisfy'd; 


And being wroth, he ſaid, I thought that he, 
When I to him apply'd, would come to me, 
And readily on me his hands have laid, 

And to his God for my recov'ry pray'd 

Our rivers Abana and Pharpar (ſure 


He thought) as good as Jordan are, as pure; 


Kings v. 8, + Ver. 9. t Ver. 10. 


. May 


1 
May not the rivers of Damaſcus well 
Preferred be to thoſe of Iſrael * ? | 
He doubtleſs thought his dignity and ſtate, 
And his retinue, render'd him ſo great, 


The prophet might have ſhewn him ſome 


regard, 
Which he was ready fully to reward. 
With this ſuppos'd affront ne, in diſdain, 
Turned about, and homeward drove again 1; 
But (well for him) before it was too late, 
His wiſer ſervants did expoſtulate 
With him the caſe, and thus of him inquir d, 
That had the prophet for the cure requir'd 


Some arduous taſk, would he not then obey, 


And readily ſubmit without delay? | 
Why then not rather do a thing ſo mean, 
Only to waſh in Jordan, and be clean ? 
Nought for himſelf, but this was underſtood, 
His maſter's glory, and Naaman's good ; 
This ſoft addreſs, and dutiful reſpect, 
Which they diſcover'd, had its wiſh'd effect. 
Then as advis'd, to Jordan's pool he went, 
Sev'n times he dipt, and joyful the event, 


* 2 Kings v. 8. + Ver. 12. t Ver. 13. 


According 
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According as the man of God had ſaid, 

A miracle was wrought a cure was made. 
When thus his leproſy was waſh'd away, 
Naaman to the prophet bent his way, 
Acknowledging in Iſr'el's God alone, 

Such pow'r miraculous of healing ſhone, 
And to Eliſha would his bleſſing give, 

(Or rather gifts) which he could not receive. 


As lives the Lord, before whom now I ſtand, 


Flt not, ſaid he, receive it“ at thy hand. 
The gifts of God to men are always free, 
And chat the holy prophet let him ſee; 

But as the gifts of men are bought with gold, 
They're to the people very dearly ſold, 

He then requeſted earth, two mules to load fo 
To build an altar on to Ifr'el's God; 
(Suppoſing God no ſacrifice would own, 

But from the earth of Iſrael alone) 

Becauſe thy ſervant will henceforth no more, 
In my devotion other gods adore , 

He being only Gody, ſupreme and wile, 

To whom I fhall in future ſacrifice || ; 

But in this thing the Lord yet pardon me, 
When by my office I'm conſtrain'd to be 


2 Kings v. 16. 


+ Yen 
$ Ver. 15 


Il. Ver. 17. 


1. Ibid; 


Eq. Attendant- 


11 

Attendant on the king, when he ſhall go 
Into the houſe of Rimmon, —I alſo 

Bow down myſelf to him; in this one thing, 
The Lord thy ſervant pardon—as the king 
Leans on my hand, and with him I muſt go, 
Though Iſr'el's be the only God I know *. 
(Thus many own a God they'll not obey, 
And wilfully for lucre run aſtray. 

Suppreſs conviction to retain their pleaſure, 
And ſell their inward peace for outward 
treaſure) | 

On this the prophet made no obſervation, 
But, Go in peace +; their uſual ſalutation. 
Gehazi, who with luſtful eye had view'd 
The glitt'ring baits his maſter had withſtood; 
Thus argu'd—If Eliſha had not ſpar'd 
"Theſe proffer'd gifts, I had the bounty ſhar'd; 
As lives the Lord, I'll ſomething of him take, 
And ran with ſpeed the greater haſte to make, 
I' overtake the driving chariot, but Na'man's 
EY Cs 5 | 
Was quick enough, his coming to eſpy, 
Alighting from his chariot him to meet, 
And for his maſter's ſake did kindly greet 15 


* 2 Kings v. 15. + Ver, 19, | 
Then 
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Then aſk'd if all was well“? and he reply'd, 

That all was well, and told this lie beſide, 

My maſter now hath ſent me unto thee 

To ſay, Behold two men are come to me, 

Two prophet's ſons from Ephraim's mount 
they are, | 

Two changes of thy garments for them ſpare ; ; 

For them I pray (another favour grant) 

One talent of thy ſilver 'tis I want f. 

To which Naaman freely did conſent, 

And kindly bid Gehazi be content 

To take two talents}; which did greatly pleaſe, 

And ſent two ſervants with him for his eaſe; 

When they arriv'd, the ſame he did beſtow 

Within the houſe, and let the ſervants go. 


Though this exploit he thought he had con- 
ceal'd, 


The whole was to Eliſha ſoon reveal'd : 

When he returned, being void of fear, 

He ſoon before his maſter did appear 

Who aſk'd, from whence he came; and he 
. | 

Thy ſervant went no whither ; tho' he ly'd. 


2 Kings v. 21, + Ver. 22. J Ver. 23, being 7501, 
ſterling, $ Ver. 24+ . - || Vere 25. 


Went 


11 
Went not my heart along with thee, ſaid he, 
When Na' man ſtopt, and turned back to-thee; 
Is it a time, ſaid he, to take rewards, 
In money, garments, vine, or olive- yards? 
In men and women ſervants, oxen, ſheep ? 
Which things, — lawful in themſelves to 
keep, 
Should not, through av'rice, be _—— 
gain'd, | 
By falſhood gotten, nor by fraud obtain'd:; 
The leproſy of Na'man therefore ſhall 
Cleave unto thee, and on thy ſeed ſhall fall. 
A leper white as ſnow he then became *, 


And left his maſter's houſe with grief and 


ſhame. 
This act of his was s truly vile and haſe, 
By which he did the cauſe of God diſgrace. 


Na'man might think Eliſha inſincere 
In his refuſal; or it might appear 


As if he ſold the gift of God for gain, 
Which then was free, and free it ſhould re- 


in. 
Gehazi's offspring, all his heirs in ſpirit, 


Who covet after riches, theſe inherit 


6 2 Kings V. 27. 


£ A kind 


E 

A kind of ſecret leproſy of ſin, 

Not to be heal'd, unleſs they're waſh'd within; 
In Jordan's ſtream alone 1s this effected, | 
And many dippings mult be there expected, 
Until by judgment they are purify'd, 

And in the myſtick Jordan fully try'd. 

All ſuch as don't this way obtain a cure, 
Muſt during life this leproſy endure ; 

For avarice in this reſembles pride, 

And never is or can be ſatisfy'd. 


Soon after this the prophets ſons, we read, 
Did with their friend Eliſha intercede, 
Tolet them make enlargements to the place, 
Which they inhabited“ -a num'rous race. 
On aſking him, they ſtrait had his conſent z 
Then they unto the banks of Jordan went: 
One of the men, in felling of a beam, 

Let fall his axc's head into the ſtream; 
Maiter, alas! he cry'd, and was in ſorrow, 
Becauſe he of his friend the axe did borrow. _ 
The man of God directed him to tell, 

The place near unto which the iron fell ; 

As his delight was ſtill in doing good, 
He therefore for him cut. a ſtick of wood, 


Kings vi 2» + Ver. 5. 
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And o'er the axe into the waters threw, 


Which then aroſe, and ſwam * in open view; 


The man with pleaſure took it up again 9, 
And fo became relieved of his pain. 


This friendly action ſhew'd his condeſcenſion 
And willingneſs to favour their intention. 


As reſtleſs kings are ſeldom long at eaſe, 
Whilſt war or conqueſt only ſeem to pleaſe; 
In theſe purſuits Benhadad was employ'd, 
By which the Iſr'elites were much annoy'd; 
In council he conſulted where to be , 

And how to march upon thein privately : 


But then Eliſha information ſent 
' Unto his king, the danger to prevent 5; 


W ho ſent and found it as the prophet ſaid, 
And thus the Syrians ſchemes in vain were 
laid, | 
At this Benhadad was extremely vext, 
His councils baffled, and his eher per- 
plwKkbxt. 
He aſk'd his ſervants ſtanding round, if they 


Did notice of his ſecret plans convey ?. 


2 Kings vi. 6. f Ver. 7. f Ver. 8. 5 Ver. 9. 
| | And 
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And which of us ſaid he, who with me dwell, 
Is for Jehoram king of Iſrael * ? 
One anſwer'd, None, O king, but 'tis alone, 
Their ſeer Eliſha makes thy councils known ; 
Whate'er thou doſt in thy bed-chamber ſay, 
He to the king thy councils doth betray +. 
The prophet's character Benhadad knew, 
And therefore thought the information true; 
Becauſe Eliſha's deeds had rais'd his fame, 
And thoſe reports unto Damaſcus came. 
He then gave orders ſpies ſoon ſhould be ſent, 
To find out where he was, but 'ere they went, 
One told the king, he was in Dothan then : 
On which he ſent an hoſt of armed men; 
Horſes and chariots, Dothan to ſurround $, 
And there he thought Eliſha ſhould be found. 
Away they march'd to Dothan in the night, 
Where they encamped round the city quite; 
Which when the prophet's ſervant roſe he 
- Jpy'd, 
And to his maſter ran, Alas! he cry'd, 
How ſhall we do | ? whoſe anſwer was, Fear 
not; 
Becauſe he knew he never was forgot; 


.*'2 Kings vi. 1. + Ver. 2.ñ7ñ˙ 
Ver. 14. f| Ver. 15, 36: 


He 
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He knew the Levi was able to defend, 
On whom alone he ſafely could depend ; 
Who was indeed a favourite of heav'n, 
From whence to him ſo large a gift was giv'n; 
Then farther ſaid, More are with us than be 
Without with them; and pray 'd that he might 
ſee : 
The ſervant's eyes then 3 to admire 
The mountain fill'd with horſes, all of fire, 
And fiery chariots round him *; and from 
thence | | 
He ſaw his maſter's God was his defence. 
And then the prophet * the Syrians 
might 
Be inſtantly deprived of their fight ＋ 
Which being granted, he among them went, 
And ſoon diverted them from their intent; 
Told them, twas not the way, nor that the 
place, 
Where they were like to ſee Eliſha's face; 
But if, ſaid he, you all will follow me, 
I'll bring you to the man you want to ſee ; 
To which their blindneſs made them all 
ſubmit, | 
To be conducted where he thought it ft; ; 


® 2 Kings vi. 17. + Ver. 18, f Ver. 19. 
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And then he to Samaria led them all, 
Where he again upon the Lord did call, 
To open all their eyes ; who heard his pray'r, 
And then they ſaw they in Samaria were“. 
The king would for the prophet's ſake requite, 
And twice he ſaid, My father ſhall I ſmite+; 
But he refus'd, and plainly to him ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt not ſmite them,—were they cap- 
tives made, 
Took by thy bow or ſword, and quarter gave, 
Wouldſt thou then heſitate their lives to ſave? 
With bread and water let them be ſupply'd, 
And to their maſter goꝶ; he then comply'd, 
And great proviſion for them did provide 
Who eat and drank till fully fatisfy'd ; 
And they returned back, and came no morey 
(In bands to Iſr'el as they did before ;) 
But when at home they might with wonder tell, 
What in that enterpriſe had them befel. 


In warlike kings how cruel is the itch 

Of ſhedding blood, their kingdoms to enrich ? 
How void of juſtice men who others ſlay, 
To ſpoil or take their property away ? 


* 2 Kings vi. 20. + Ver. 21. f Ver. 22. & Ver. 23. 
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FE * ſavage men or Heathens may do till, 
But how can Chriſtians fellow.Chriftians kill! 
_ *Tis ftrange to think, nor can the thing be ſo, 
To war and fight a Chriſtian cannot go; 
Chriſtians in name, and merely in pretence, 
May go to war for want of chriſtian ſenſe, 
May loſe their men, their money, and their 
trade, 
Their neighbour's _— or kingdoms to in- 
vade; 
But we may ſee when nations live in peace, 
Their riches, joy, and happineſs increaſe , 
When int'reſt claſnes, or when fears ariſe, 
And they each other of the cauſe adviſe, 
*Tis beſt adjuſted by negotiation, 
And that at laſt muſt be its termination. 
| Wiſe is it then, even at firſt to ſhun 
All wars, by which whole 1 are un- 
done. 
How king Benhadad dar'd again to fight, 
Or even wiſh to ſlay one Iſr'elite , 
Whoſe God was God indeed: and that he 
knew | | Se 
In divers caſes proved to be true ; 
His laſt attempt might him from war deter, 


And peace to war might teach him to prefer; 
Bur 


1 

But yet we ſee he ventur'd out again, 

As his laſt expedition was in vain; | 

Reſolving now his ſtrength again to try, 

And with the God of Iſrael to vie; 

And that force his purpoſe ſhould defeat, 

Took care his army ſhould be ſtrong and 
great ; 

And then beſieg'd Samaria's city round, 

That no ſupplies afreſh could there be found ; 

And when their ſtores were leſſen'd by their 
ule, . 

This daily did a ſcarcity produce; 

From which a famine quickly did ſucceed, 

And which became exceeding great indeed“. 

One aſs's head was in the city ſold, 

For five pounds ſterling money we are told, 

Or fourſcore ſilver pieces t, which amount 

Exactly to that ſum, by our account; 

All other things were in proportion dear, 

Which render*d this calamity ſevere; 

(If ſo *twas to be had) the abject poor, 

When they had purchas'd once, could buy no 
more; 

And as the king was paſſing on the wall, 

He heard a poor diſtreſſed woman call, 


* 2 Kings vi. 25. + Ibid. 
| KS Help 
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Help now my lord, O king“ but his reply 


Was, If the Lord don't help thee, whence 


ſhall 17? 

She told her caſe—This woman here, ſaid ſhe, 
In our diftreſs for food, agreed with me 
To kill and eat my fon—and yeſterday 
We boiled mine, but her's is mov'd away t; 

On hearing this Jehoram rent his clothes, 
And underneath his ſackcloth did expoſe, 
And ſorrow rather than repentance choſe ; 
Who thought for this Eliſha was to blame, 
And that through him this heavy judgment 

anne 2 -- 

He then determin'd that the prophet's head 
Should ſoon repay the preſent want of bread; 
Perhaps he thought the Syrians being blind 
Was thro' his pray'r, and yet retain'd in mind 
By king Benhadad, who did that reſent, 
Which brought on them this heavy ones” 
eat; 
But king e s baſe and vile intents 
Eliſha's God was pleaſed ta prevent ; 
To him revealed what the king deſign'd, 
And * the ſins of n to his mind z 


® 2 Kings vi. 26. + Ver. 27.4 x Ver. 29. 9 Ver. 31. 
Who 
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Who to the elders ſitting witli him ſaid, 
(As no offence could to his charge be laid) 
See how the murd'rer's ſon my blood would 
ſhed, 
And now is ſending one to take my head ; 
Shut now the door, and hold it faſt®, when he 
Approaches near, and comes to ſeize on me, 
For of his maſter's feet is not the ſound 
| Now to be heard behind him, on the ground? 
The elders ſcarcely had the prophet heard, 
Before th' aſſaſſin and the king appear'd. 
One of them ſpoke, and vilely did reflect 
Upon the Lord himſelf to this effect: 
Behold this evil now is of the Lord, 
Why ſhould we wait (till he may help afford)? 
Claiming of God the right of his protection, 
And yet refuſing him their due ſubjection; 
Idols they ſtill pretended to admire, 
But not at all from judgment, but deſire ; 
Their idol worſhip was not from conviction, 
But altogether to avoid reſtriction; 
But in diſtreſs, and when they felt the rod, 
They knew Jehovah was the only God; 


* 2 Kings vi. 32. + Ibid, 1 Ver. 33. 
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hi | They knew his mercy that he could forgive, 


And knew without him that they could not 
ns TY 

They knew they could not ſerve him but in | 
fear, . 

And in obedience to his precept here; 

And therefore choſe a ſtate of careleſs eaſe, 

To live, and do, and worſhip, as they pleaſe; 

The idol worſhip could with eaſe attend, 


Do as they liſt, but not their god offend , 


Which was no doubt from age to age the cauſe 
They ſo neglected the Almighty's laws; 
Twas not becauſe he could not them protect, 


Or they from Baal greater help expect; 


Twas wilful fin, and meer licentiouſneſs, 
That had occaſion'd-all their ſore diſtreſs : 
From this the preſent famine on them came, 


For which the king would fain Eliſha blame. 


Now to return—the prophet to appeaſe 
The angry king, and give the people eaſe, 
Deſir'd their ſtrict attention to his word, 
And hear his meſſage to them from the Lord ; 


That he would n ſuch plenty on the mor- 


row*, 


As ſhould at once remove their preſent ſorrow; 


* 2 Kings vii. 1, 


Told 
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Told them how cheap proviſions ſhould be 
bought, 

But not from whence the PAR ſhould be 

brought. 

But that they ſhould obtain this great relief, 

Exceeded far a certain lord's belief; 

If God would windows make in heav*n, ſaid he, 

Then might this thing indeed fulfilled be. 

Which (ſaid the prophet) thou ſhalt ſurely ſee, 

But it ſhall not be taſted of by thee“. 

'Twas joyful tidings to a ſtarving city, 

But *twas the Lord alone that ſhew'd 'em pity, 

Far the beſiegers camp heard in the night 

Such noiſe of chariots}, as did them affright, 

With noiſe of horſes, and an army nigh, 

Caus'd them in terror from their camp to fly. 

Four lepers being ſat without the gate, 

Who for their death or ſome relief did wait, 

Said to each other, Why do we ſtay here? 

If we the city enter, famine's there; 

If here we ſtay, we ſhall be ſure to die, 

Come let us then unto the Syrians fly. 

If ain by them we can but dieF, ſaid they, 

If ſav'd alive 'twill be a joyful day. 

So for the Syrian camp they bent their way; 

Ver. 6. 


* 2 Kings vii. 2. I 2 Kings vi. 4. 
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When there they found horſes and aſſes ty'd, 


And all the tents in order were beſide ; 
But they no man throughout the camp could 


find“, 


But all their ſtores and baggage left behind. 
The hungry lepers having found ſupply, 


Of food ſufficient, were refreſh'd thereby; 
When they had eaten, and had drank their fill, 
They took what plunder _y with all their 


ſkill 
Knew where to hidet—at laſt they thought 


it right 
To leave the place in covert of the night, 
And haſten back in order to infuſe 


7 hroughout the city this moſt welcome news; 


And ſoon they all returned to the gate, 

And to the porter did the whole relate}; 
Who quickly ſent the tidings to the king, 
Yet he was not elated with the thing, 

But thought they marched with deſign away, 


And in the fields in ſecret ambuſh lay ; 
Who thought the hungry Iſr'elites would be 


Delighted with the vous _ would ſee ; 


» 2 Kings vi. 5. = Ver. 8. t Ver. 10. 
$ 2 Kings vii, 12, - 
Would 
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Would be detain'd with eating, and with 
plunder, = 

With drinking, or with taking tents aſunder; 

Might on a ſudden ruſh upon them there, 

And kill or take them 'ere they were aware. 

From this [uppos' d deceit ſome ſpies were) 


ſent, 
To lam out, and know their true 
intent“, 


Thoſe dreadful conſequences to prevent: J 
The ſpies ſoon found the lepers ſtory true, 
For in the camp they faw no man in view, 
The tents were ſtanding, and the camp entire, 
The cauſe of which they could not but ad- 
mire; | 
They then rode on as far as Joni where 
They in the way ſaw ſcatter'd things appear ; 
Garments and veſſels often thrown away, 
Which they through haſtef no further could 
convey : 
The ſcouts returning told how far they'd been, 
And what they in the camp and way had ſeen: 
The people then ruſh'd out with eager joy, 
To ſpoil. the camp, and quickly did employ, 


* 2 Kings vii. 14 + Ver. 15. 


All 
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All hands they had, the plunder to convey, 
And to the city brought it ſoon away ; 


Each for himſelf was hearty for the ſpoil, 


Not one among them did regard his totl, 


All who were able ſcuffled for a ſhare, 
And much confuſion certainly was there ; 
But that ſame lord, who could not this believe, 
Did in the croud his mortal wound receive; 
He was appointed to attend the gate, 
And there he met with his predicted fate ; 
He ſaw the plenty which he did not taſte, 
Was trod to death by people in their haſte. 
So was Eliſha's prophecy fulfill'd, 
The ſtarving fed, the unbeliever kill'd*; 
Though from their famine ney were then 
reliev'd, 


Yet was the Lord by their offences grievd; 


Though thus deliver'd they would not amend, 
And therefore he determin'd foon to ſend 
A long and dreadful famine in the land, 


Which oy the ſequel we may underſtand, 


Soon after this Eliſha told his friend 
The Shunammite, that God would ſurely fend 


* 2 Kings vii, 2, 


Seven 
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Seven years of famine, and this counſel gave, 
That ſhe and houſhold ſhould the country 
leave“; 59 
(Her huſband being old, or lately dead) 
And to ſojourn where they could purchaſe 
bread. 
This friendly warning ſhe at once believ'd, 
And his advice with kind regard receiv'd; 
She for that ſpace with the Philiſtine ſtaid, 
Uatil the famine ceas'd F, as he had faid. 
But in her abſence both her houſe and land 
Were occupied by another hand; 
Who took it as his own, and wiſh'd no doubt, 
The proper owner might not turn him cut. 
But when the Shunammite to him apply'd 
To have her houſe and land, ſhe was deny'd; 
But failing in ſucceſs, her next reſort 
Was to addreſs the king, and aſk him for't T; 
To whom ſhe went, and by her interceſſion, 
Obtain'd an order for her whole poſſeſſion 
For God was pleafed in his providence, 
The monarch to diſpoſe for her defence, 
By raiſing in his mind a ſtrong deſire, 
Into Eliſha's conduct to inquire $ 
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Of chat Gehazi, who had lately been 
The prophet's ſervant, and his wonders ſeen; 
He told the king of divers things he knew, 
And ſaw perform'd, which certainly were true; 
Of which one was, the raiſing from the dead 
A lad of Shunam ſtretch'd upon his bed, 
When looking round, —behold! the Shunam- 
mite, N | el 
Who then was come to aſk him for her right; 
Lo here, ſaid he, the woman, this her ſon, 
On whom ſo great a miracle was done“. 
This confirmation 1n right ſeaſon came, 
And much induc'd him to believe her claim, 
And to appoint an officer to ſce | 
That the poor Shunammite ſhould righted be; 
The land reſtor'd, th* intruder to repay 
The profit of it to that very dayF; 
He might have known ſhe from the famine fled, 
And in that time he might ſuppoſe her dead; 
But when both ſhe and ſon came to demand 
The repoſſeſſion of their houſe and land; 
*Twas baſe in him the woman ſo to uſe, 
And what ſhe then requeitec. co refule ; 
When ſhe return'd, and made her firſt demand, 
Had he reſign'd it all into her hand, 
2 Kings vii. 5. Ver. 6. 
8 She 
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She might no doubt have then no more re- 
quir'd, 

For this was all ſhe ſeemingly deſir'd, 
But by refuſing, he his credit loſt; _ 
And found at laſt it proved to his coſt ; 
But Providence herein was pleas'd to bleſs 
This worthy woman then with this ſucceſs ; 
As they who love the ſervants of the Lord, 
Will never miſs of bleſſings and reward. 


Eliſha next unto Damaſcus came * 
When king Benhadad hearing of his fame ; 
And being fick, he then Hazael ſent, 

Who with great preſents to the prophet went, 
No leſs than forty camels loads, to know 
Whether the king recover ſhould t, or no; 
Whoſe anſwer was, Go tell the king that he 
May certainly of this recover'd be, 

(And ſo he might if ſuffer'd to remain; 

But he foreſaw he would be quickly ſlain) 
And then he added, as a full reply, 

The Lord hath ſhewn me he will ſurely die F. 

e then fo fixt his eyes upon the man, 

As tho' he had conceiv'd ' ſecret plan: 


* 2 Kings vill. 7. + Ver. 8. 0 
e ES. And 


1 

And look'd until Hazael bluſh'd for ſhame, 

And tears of ſorrow from the prophet came. 

Hazael ſaid, Why weepeſt thou, my lord? 

(What anguiſh doth my countenance afford?) 

The prophet told him plainly then from 

whence 

His tears aroſe, *twas from an inward ſenſe 

That he would the king of Syria be, 

And would on Iſr'el ſhew his cruelty ; 

By thee their ſtrong holds will be ſet on fire, 

Their young men will be ſlain at thy deſire; 

Women with child ript up, and from the ſtones 

Will riſe *, of ſlaughter'd babes the dying 

groans; | 

What is thy ſervant then a dog Þ ? ſaid he, 

That thou foretells fuch horrid things of me, 

Thus having ſaid, he ſoon return'd to court, 

And gave the king a ſhort, but falſe report, 

That he ſhould ſurely live Þ ; but in his heart 

Determin'd ſoon to act the traitor's part; 
For on the morrow, to his great diſgrace, 

He laid a thick wet cloth upon his face; 

By which the poor ſick — was — 

dead &, 
And then Hazael reigned in his ſtead. 


» 2 Kings wi 12. + Ver. 13. f Ver. 14. 5 Ver. 15. 
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Though Ahab's houſe had long unpuniſh'd 

been, | 
Whoſe dire reward Elijah had foreſeen, 
And Jezebel the queen was yet alive, 
With ſev*nty ſons, who did till now ſurvive; 
The meaſure being full, the time drew nigh, 
When each of them aſſuredly muſt die; 
And all the things Elijah prophelſy'd, 
Muſt very ſoon be amply verify'd, 
Upon Baal's prieſts and people by the ſword ;. 
And come to pats according to his word; 
(About twelve years before) when 'twas * 

pointed, 

That Jehu ſhould be If” ebs king 3 
This to fulfil—Eliſha rather choſe 
A younger man, in whom he could repoſe 
So great a truſt, and who could ſwiftly run, 
And flee for ſafety, when the work was done; 
But by Eliſha he was firſt inſtructed 
How this affair ſhould be by him conducted. 
To Ramoth-Gilead go thy way, ſaid he, 
And take this box of ointment now with thee ; 
Call Jehu out, and with the utmoſt care 
Take him aſide into a chamber, where 
| You may be private, and anoint him there“. 
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When this is done, open the door and flee *, 
And when return'd, report the deed to me, 
This younger prophet due attention gave 
To theſe directions how he ſhould behave; 
And then for Ramoth-Gilead went with ſpeed, 
And in the buſineſs thus he did ſucceed. 
When he to Ramoth-Gilead came, he found 
Jehu with other captains ſitting round; 

And that his ſtay but very ſhort might be, 

At Jehu look'd and ſaid, I have to thee 

An errand here—Jehu this anſwer made; 

To which of us? And then the prophet ſaid, 
To thee, O captain, am I only ſent; 

Then they withdrew, and to a chamber went; 
He pour'd the ointment then on Jehu's head, 
Which when he had upon him fully ſhed, 

His meſſage told; Thus faith the Lord, ſaid 
he, 

I over Iſr'el have anointed thee 

To reign as king—and thou ſhalt alſo ſmite 
The houſe of Ahab, and deſtroy it quite: 
Avenge my ſervants blood which they have 


ſpilt , 
And from the land remove che load of guilt; 


* 2 Kings ix. 3. Ver, 7. 
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Dogs ſhall devour the queen at Jezreel ſlain“ 

And no ſepulchre her loath'd corpſe con- 
tain ; | 

When he had ſpoken what he had to ſay, 

He ſtept unto the door, and went away. 

When. he withdrew, the captain aſk*'d what 
caule, 

For that mad fellow's coming to him was. 

Jehu ſuppos'd that either from his dreſs, 

Or what they ſaw, they might his errand 
guels ; | 

You know, ſaid he, the t man's communica- 
tion I, 

They ſaid'twas falſe, and wanted information. 

He knew his cauſe might ſuffer by delay, 

Nor on that criſis car'd to loſe a day; 

He therefore told them what the prophet ſaid, 

And what he did, but they no anſwer made; 

But ev'ry one appear'd to be content, 

And then about the work in haſte they went; 

Proclaim'd him king, by ſound of trumpets. 
there ||, 

And own'd that they his proper ſubjects were. 


* 2 Kings 1x. 10, + Ibid. t Ver. 11. 
S Yer. 12. Ver. 13, 
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He then requeſted every one might ſtay, 
L hat none toJezreel might the cauſe betray * ; 
But he himſelf would go, and firſt be there, 
For which he ſoon his chariot did prepare, 
With armed men ſufficient for his guard, 
(Which as a king he knew he could reward) 
Togo to Jezreel, where king Joram had 
Sometime reſided, as his wounds were bad --; 
Now Ahaziah happen'd there to be, 

Who went his brother Joram then to ſee ; 
A watchman ſtood upon the tow'r, and there 
He Jehu ſpy'd, and all his men appear; 

I fee a company of men, ſaid he, 

Which Joram ſent a meſſenger to ſee; 

Who came to Jehu, ſaying, Is it peace ? 
But Jehu's conduct made their fears in- 

| creaſe ; | 
For what haſt thou to do with peace ? aid he, 
Turn thee behind me now, and follow me 8; 
The watchman — told the "OY he 
ſtaid, 


gut he beginning how to be afraid). 


Sent out another man to aſk the ſame; 
But when he alſo unto Jehu came, 


* 2 Kings ix. 15. + Ver. 16. J Ibid, 5 Ver. 18. 
| He 
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He alſo ſtopp'd, as other did before; 
But Joram failing twice, ſent out no more. 
The watchman told the king, that he perceiv*d 
Who Jehu was, which quickly he believ'd; 
Becauſe, ſaid he, he cometh on with ſpeed, 
And drives like Jehu, furiouſly * indeed. 
The kings then took their chariots and their 
men, g 
And went to meet him too; Jehoram then 
Aſk'd if *twas peace? he anſwer'd not the 
ſame | 


He did the men when they to meet him came, 
But only anſwer'd roughly thus, What peace, 


While yet thy mother's whoredoms do increaſe, 
And witchcrafts are ſo many +? Then he had 
Great cauſe to think his caſe was truly bad, 
And turn'd about, intending to have fled, 
But Jehu with an arrow ſhot him dead k 
Then in the fields of Naboth he was thrown, 
Which Ahab took from Naboth as his own, 
When Ahaziah ſaw Jehoram ſlain, 

He fled for ſafety, but he fled in vain; 
Jehu purſu'd him too, whom in his flight, 
He gave commandment in his car to ſmite; 


+ Ver. 22. 


* 2 Kings IX, 20, 


t Ver. 24. 
By 
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By Gur they ſmote lam, yet he bore to ride 
As far as Megiddo, and there he dy'd *. 
When Jezebel of Jehu's coming heard, 
She, as a queen, for his approach prepar'd; 
Her face ſhe painted, and her head attir'd, 
And from her window look'd, to be admir'd; 
When through the gate he came, he heard 
her ſay, 
Had Zimri peace, who did his maſter ſlay + ? 
But Jehu boldly to the people cry'd, 
With voice extended, Who is on my fide ? 
And ſeeing then ſome eunuchs by her ſtand, 
He gave to them his abſolute command 
To throw her down &; who inſtantly comply'd, 
By which that proud, that wieked woman 
| dy'd; 
Who was ſo bruis'd and maimed by the fall, 
Her blood was f. pilt and ſprinkled on the wall; 
And horſes too, who trod her under feet |, 
And trampled on her in the open ſtreet, 


When Jehu and his men a while had been 
To eat and drink, they * upon the 
queen; 
* 2 Kings ix. 27. + Ver, 31. t Ver. 32. 


$ Ver, 32, 33. | Yer. 33. | 
Go 
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Go now, ſaid he, this curſed woman ſee, 
And bury her, becaule (continued he) 

She is the daughter of a king“; (but queen 
He call'd her not, who had ſo wich been) 
But when they came, nought but her palms 

they found, 
With ſkull and feet remaining on ths ground+; 
The greedy dogs had eat the reſt with ſpeed, 
As by the Lord had been before decreed ; 
When Jehu leara'd her doleful end, he cried, 
Thus from the Lord the Tiſhbite propheſied ; 
« The fleſh of Jezebel in Jezreel's plain , 
«© The dogs ſhall eat; her carcaſe dung remain 
« In Jezreel's portion on the field; and none, 
« Crying this is Jezebel, her death bemoan,” 


* 


Now Jezreel being but a country ſeat, 
To Iſr'el's kings, for pleaſure and retreat, 
All Ahab's children in Samaria were, 
Both for inſtruction, and for proper care, 
And ſeventy ſons, we read, reſided there 8; 
(For children's ſons, as ſons, were then 
eſteem'd, 
And doubtleſs ſuch of Ahab's ſons were 
deem'd;) | 
* 2 Kings ix. 34. + Ver. 35. 11 Kings xxl. 23. 
| $ 2 Kings x, 1, . 
King 
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King Jehu therefore to Samaria ſends, 
Unto the rulers, and the children's friends, 
Adviſing them (though only in pretence) 
As they had arms and men for their defence, 
To chooſe among thoſe ſons which they 
thought fir, 
And then by force of arms cauſe him to fit 
On Iſr'el's throne *; but they were all afraid, 
And in their. conſultations thus they ſaid : 
Two kings ſtood not, but fell by his com- 
mand, | | 
Then how can. we, ſaid they, before him 
ſtand F? 
And then they ſent a meſſenger to ſay, 
Me are thy ſervants and will thee obey, 
And do what thou ſhalt bid us; and this thing 
* They added alſo, We will make thee king F; 
But little thought what ſhortly would befall 
i The houſe of Ahab, and the prieſts of Baal ;) 
| Jehu to them this anſwer quickly ſent, 
If you are mine, and are to ſerve me bent, 
Then let the ſev'nty ſons of Ahab be 
All ſlain by you, and fend their heads to me 8; 


© 2 Kings x. 2. 3. + Ver. 4. I Ver. 5. $Ver.6. 
To 
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To this they were obliged to comply, 
And with reluctance ſentenc'd them to die, 
Whoſe heads to Jehu were in baſkets fent *, 
And one went with them allo to prevent, 
The leaſt delay, (as Jehu had defir'd) 

To lay, the heads were brought which he 
requir'd. 


When Jehu found their heads were there, he 
wid; 


Let them unto the gate be now convey'd, 
And in two heaps until the morning laid. 
When morning came, the king was quickly 
"here; 
And to the people ſaid, Ye righteous are; 
But I againſt my maſter have conſpir'd, 
But who ſlew theſe f? or who their death 
deſir'd? 
There's not a word Elijah ſaid ſhall fall 
Unto the ground, but be fulfilled all , 
Concerning Ahab's houſe and then he flew 
Ahab's relations there, (and prieſts a few) 
With his great men, who then at Jezreel were, 
And then for his returning did prepare; 


Sn Kings xXx. 7. 1 Ver. 9. 4 Ver: 10. 
8e | 


But 
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But at the ſhearing houſe “, upon the way, 


(Where he perhaps might ſtop as wel] as they) 
He Ahaziah's brethren chanc'd to meet 


Unto Samaria going, there to greet 


The children of the king and queen +; and 


theſe 
He order'd then his men alive to ſeize: 
And there theſe forty-two were allo ſlain , 
When this was done he marched on again, 
But as he rode he happen'd to eſpy 
Jehonadab the fon of Rechab nigh, 
And aſked him, Is thy heart right as mine, 


Is alſo right herein (ſaid he) with thine? | 


Give me thy hand, come ſee my zeal, he cry'd, 
Now for the Lord, and made him with him 
ride 8. . 
When they arriv'd, all that did appertain 
To Ahab's houſe and family were ſlain, 
*Till not one ſingle perſon did remain ||. 


So vengeance Ahab's houſe did overtake, 


Becauſe they did the laws of God forſake. 
Thus cruel men are uſed as a rod, 
To men more wicked, who forſake their God. 


0 2 Kings x. „ + Ver. 13. } Ver. 14. 
§ Ver. 16. [| Ver. 17. 
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Jehu did next the people there collect, q 
And then addreſſed them to this effect: | 
(As he was ſubtil, ſo his ſpeech was ly) 
Ahab ſcrv'd Baal little, much will I *; 
Let all the prieſts of Baal, and people be 
Conven'd together ſpeedily to me; 
(And he pretended for religion's ſake) 
To Baal I have a ſacrifice to make , 
A large aſſembly ſolemaly proclaim , 
For all that worſhip Baal, or own his name; i 
And he who don't attend ſhall ſurely die : i 
To which they all did willingly. comply. |. 
And Jehu then throughout all Iſr'el ſent, 
Where all obe y' d, and came with one conſent; 
That not a man among them all, we find, 
Re fus'd to come, nor one that ſtaid behind, 
Until the houle was full from end to end 8; 
Then Jehu with Jehonadab his friend, 
Enter'd the houſe, and ſearch'd it well to ſee, 
That none were there |, but thoſe he wiſh'd 
"9 BY ; | 
And whilſt employ'd about their ſacrifice, 

thu did all his fourſcore men appriſe 


* 2 Kings x. 18. + Ver. 19. t Ver. 20, 


Ver. 21. | Ver. 3 
p 5 Of | 
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Of his defign, and what did then depend 

Upon their care, the bus'neſs to attend ; 

And told them alſo, if one got away, 

The man that ſpar'd him, with his life n 

ay. 

And when the ſacrifices there were ended, 

Or had perform'd what Jehu then intended, 

The guards and captains ruſh'd with ſword in 
hand, 

And flew them all +, according to command. 

To finiſh all, then in their vengeful ire, 

Baal's houſe and image they conſum'd with 


fire I. 


Thus have trac'd the judgments that beſei 

A people who preſumed to rebel 

Againſt the Lord, as if they meant thereby, 

His indignation or his ſtrength to try; 

And ſee if he that's W N could be 

By any means provoked to jealouſy; 

And which at laſt with double vengeance 

came 

To their deſtruction, ruin, loſs, and as; 
As they that will provoke their chiefeſt friend 

Md uſt loſe his love and favour in the end. 


® 2 Kings x. 24. f Ver. 25, Ver. 26. 
: | 89 
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So they by ſinning brought on deſolation, 
On thoſe among them of exalted ſtation, 
Two kings, a queen, and princes of the 

blood ® ; 
Nobles and aries together—few withſtood 
Ihe rouſed juſtice of an angry God, 
Judah and. Iſr'el felt the W rod. 


Jehu the king g perform'd all this, we find, 
As for the Land: according to his mind ; 
(But yet he ſerv'd him not with all his heart, ) 
Nor did he from idolatry depart +; 

The golden calves he yet retained ſtill, 

Yet for this ſervice God declar'd his will, 

That he ſo far would his deſcendants own, 

That three ſucceeding heirs ſhould fill his. 
throne 2; 

But had he faithfully the Lord obey'd, 

His heirs the ſceptre might have longer ſway'd. 


7 ls 


But Ahab's houſe of this had notice giv'n, 
By divers prophets from the God of heav'n; 
But no advice nor warning would they take,, 
Nor their idolatry at all forſake; 


* 2 Kings ix, 4. 27, 33. and x. 6, + Ver. 31. f Ver. 30; 
1 80 
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As by their frequent meſſages appear. 

This wicked people diſbeliev'd, or ſought, 

Theruin which upon themſelves they brought; 

For God is juſt and equal in his ways, 

To whom belongs our worſhip and our praiſe, 

But as the ſins of Iſr'el did not ceaſe, 

This made the anger of the Lord increaſe ; 

Who gave them up into Hazael's hand, 

Who made incurſions often in their land; 

And thoſe diſtreſſes on them ſtill remain'd, 
While king Hazael and Benhadad reign'd; 

So that the Iſr'elites were divers ways 

By them oppreſſed, even all their days. 


Now for the ſpace of more than fifty years, 
As by the ſacred record it appears, 
There is no mention of Eliſha made, 
Till in the reign of Joaſh, when 'tis ſaid, 
That he was fallen ſick, and Joaſh came; 
Mept o'er his face“, when he beheld the 
ſame. 
Now this good king the Lord was is to 

make, 

A ſaviour to his people t, for their ſake; 


2 Kings xiii. 14. + Ver. 5. 


And 


So that the Lord, and prophets too, were clear, . 


E 
And then Eliſha ſaid (to let him ſee 
How much the Syrians ſtrength ſhould 
weaken'd be) 

Take now thy bow and arrow in thy hand, 
Open the window, cloſely by it ſtand, 
Then eaſtward look, and let thy arrow fly, 
With which the king did willingly comply ; 
And then the prophet ſaid, This unto thee 
An arrow of deliverance ſhall be *, 
And of releaſe from Syrian tyranny. 
To ſmite upon the ground, was his advice, 
And Joaſh ſmote; but only did it thrice : 
At which the prophet ſeem'd to be offended, 

Becauſe he did not ſmite as he intended, 
But then Eliſha ſaid unto the king, 
In order further to explain the thing, 
Thy ſmiting five or ſix times ſhould have been, 
So ſhouldſt thou have ſo many conqueſts ſeen , 
But as thou haſt but only ſmitten three, 
There ſhall on Syria no more conqueſts be 7, 
And when the prophet thus had propheſy'd, 
His ſervice being done, we read he dy'd +, 
And with his maſter great is his reward, 
Whoſe worthy deeds yet live upon record, 


* 2 Kings xiii. 17. + Ver, 19. t Ver. 20. 
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1 Thus dy'd the man of God, ſo much approv d 


Who by the righteous greatly was belov'd, 


By kings and people valu'd and preferr'd; 


In peace he dy'd, with honour was interr'd. 
Some months had he in his ſepulchre laid, 
And then another corpſe was there convey'd ; 
A band of Moabites then come in fight, 


Did ſuddenly the people ſo affright, 


They caſt the man into Eliſha's grave, 
Which they unbury'd were oblig'd to leave; 
But when the body did Eliſha's touch, 

The virtue of the prophet's bones was et 
(Or elſe the power of God appear'd ſo much) 
The man revived, and ſtood upon his feet *, 
To own his ſervant, thus the Lord ſaw meet. 


Thus Iſrael and Judah too might ſee, 


That he was honour'd 1n an high degree; 


Own'd at the plow, protected from his birth, 


Ov n'd in his life, and when entomb'd in earth, 


All generations, when they hear his name, 
With juſt applauſe will alſo hear his fame; 
Who by the Lord divinely was inſpir'd, 

Eſteem'd by many, and by moſt admi'd. 


* 2 Kings Xill, 21. 
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Thus vice's puniſhment, and virtue's prize, 
Alike inſtruct us to be early wiſe, 
Who wretched Ahab's fearful death ſurveys 
But hopes a happier end will cloſe his days; 
Let then his heart with watchful caution dread. 
To leave the narrow path, the broad to tread ; 
For this purſued, to ſure deſtruction tends, 
But that in never-fading tranſport ends. 
Who views without a wish the like to prove, 
The holy prophets aided from above; 
Then let each youth a like devotion pay, 
Be as ſincere, if not ſo fam'd, as they. 
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I HEN firſt I began the following Lines, 
I] was ſo far from the Deſign of pub- 
liſhing them, that I oaly intended them as a 
private letter to my friend J. C. containing 
my ſentiments relating to the SocttTY, from 
an apprehenſion of the want of ſuch examples 
and precepts in the Parents and Elders, as 
ariſe from the experience of the work of Re- 
generation, and the total ſubduing the natural 


will of man, and its being brought into com- 


plete ſubjection to the will of God; by which, 


the deſire and inclination being changed, and 


they created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works &, 
might glorify God in living new lives, lives 
of holineſs and purity, and ſo might trul 

exhort the riſing generation to be followers of 
them as they follow Chriſt , and from ſuch a 
conduct in the world as proceeds from thence, 


* Eph, ii. 10, ft 1 Cor. xi te 
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might adern the doctrine of God our Saviour iu 
all things *, and be as ligbis in the world, and 
an honour to the high profeſſion we make 
among men, without which experience, en- 
deavours in education are rendered faint and 
very much unprofitable, 

But when I conſidered that the publiſhing 
the enſuing lines could not be injurious to 
any, but might be of ſome advantage to the 
religious and well-inclined, (whether od or 
young) or at leaſt afford them an innocent, if 
not commendable, amuſement, I was induced 
to publiſh them, that as my friend J. C. has 
| ſeaſonably called more eſpecially to the youh, 
Il might likewiſe remind the Elders of their 
F duty allo, that all might anſwer their calling, 
which is to holineſs, and the end thereof eter- 
nal life. 
| Innumerable are the advantages enjoyed, 
even in this life, by ſuch as take the advice 

of our Saviour, viz. Seek ye firſt the kingdom of 
God, and his righteouſnefs, and all theſe things 
ſhall be added unto you t; and if mankind were 
ſo happy as fo remember their Creatur in the 
days of their youth, while the evil days come 
not T, and knew their affections limited and 
brought under proper reſtrictions, by the 
operation of the Spirit of God in their own 
hearts, they would thereby be thoroughly 
furniſbed unto every good word and work. 
This would likewiſe preſerve the yourb in an 


— r — — . 


Tit. i, 10, + Matt. vi. 33. f Eccleſ. xii. 1. 
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innocent converſation, and direct them even in 
the management of the affairs of this life, in 

their firſt ſetting out in the world, particu- 
larly in that important affair of marriage, and 
afterwards in the Chriſtian and prudent educa- 


_ tion of their children, & c. the want of which 


is the cauſe of many evils and diſadvantages 
under which mankind labour; that this may 
be as much as poſſible avoided, and that 
truth and righteouſneſs may be propagated, 
and continued from one generation to ano- 
ther, 1s the deſire of a well- wiſher to all 
mankind, but more eſpecially to the Houſhold 
of Faith. 
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WW orrs utempte t men's ; morals to 


reclaim, | 
Or ſhew waerein their conduct is to blame, 
Or dare remind profeſſors, more or leſs, 
Wherein they err from what they do profeſs, 
Muſt, previous to this kind attempt, expect 
It will not always have its wiſh'd effect; 
The beſt advice is often moſt deſpis'd 
By thoſe who want the moſt to be advis'd; 
The whole, who think they no phyſician need, 
Will no advice receive, no caution heed ; 
The border'd inner, being ſtupid grown, 
Will hate reproof, and no miſconduct own; 

U 2 = And - 
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And they, who after fading pleaſures run, 
And blindly them purſue, will counſel ſhun; 
The unbelieving will not always be 
Prevail'd upon, their unbelief to ſee ; 
Nor will be apt inſtructions to receive, 
Tolearn of that in which they don't believe: 
While the upright, and thoſe who are ſincere, 
Their words and ways review with jealous 
fear; | 
Who- doubt their caſe, and fear it is not right, 
And often bring their deeds unto the light: 
Whofe ſole dependance is upon the Lord, 
And cry to him, that he may ſtrength afford ; 
And may from evil daily them preſerve, 
That, from his righteous law they may not 
ſwerve : 1 
Yet for the ſake of choſe who are but frail, 
On whom temptations eaſily prevall ; 
Or being heedleſs, have no ſolid thought 


Io judge aright of matters as they ought ; 


Or being vain, and full of empty prate, 
Have no juſt notions of a future ſtate ; | 
Or being young, not much deprav'd by fin, 

- Yer not adhering to the Guide within; 
Or being older, juſt begin to choke 


Its cloſe reprovings, to avoid its ſtroke ; 


Or being older ſtill, and more to blame, 

| Their duties know, and yet neglect the fame: 

In love to ſuch, I ventur'd* to diſcloſe 

My private thoughts, and theſe my lines 
expoſe: 4531 2 

But think it juſt to let my readers know, 

To what ] do this publication owe: 

My firſt inducement having only been 

A ſmall performance, which I've lately * ſeen, 

Which, when I faw, 1 read with ſome delight, 

Jo fee the author there the youth invite 

To learn of Wiſdom, that they may be wile, 

And her inſtructions always truly prize; 

Whoſe ways are pleaſure, and whoſe paths are 

peace, 5 4 

Which all that walk therein will find increaſe. 

O may the youth, of this, their choice yet make, 

May they betimes his friendly counſel take; 

And what advice he there does freely give, 5 

| hope in love, they will of him receive; 

Who having now himſelf to them diſcharg 'd, 

I own, Ive wiſh'd his heart again enlarg'd 

To publiſh more advice, more counſel ſhew, © 

And tell 'the Elders next what they ſhould do; 


* Entitlid Poems, Paraphraſes and Tranſlations, by 
Crackenthorp. 
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The Parents, how themſclves they ſhould be- 
have, 

In converſation prudent, wiſe, and grave, 

That they thereby may good examples give, 

And ew their children how they ought to 

live; |; 


And by their care, in ev'ry word and way, 


May good inſtructions to their minds convey : 
For children, when but young, are quick of 
ſight 


To ſpy their parents wrong, or find them 


right, 
And ſoon obſerve how well their words agree 
With that behaviour which they daily ſee : 
Here then is room the Parents to adviſe, 
That they may learn of IViſdem to be wiſe; 
And having learnt completely to deny 
The glory, pomp, and ſhort-liv'd vanity, 
Of this low worla, that lies in wickedneſs, 


May to their offspring ſhew the happineſs 
Of Self-denial, and the inward peace, 


Which through obedience daily doth increaſe: 
Leſt when they change their childiſh ſtate for 


youth, 
Their follies lead them to forſake the truth. 


That 
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That from experience children may be taught 

To let ſuch low uncertain things at nought; 

And in their minds the principles inſtil 

Of due ſubmiſſion to the heav'nly will; 

And daily by example clearly ſhew 

The various duties which to men are due. 

Theſe needful precepts, frequently impreſt 

With warmth and ſweetneſs, very oft is bleſt 

With good ſucceſs, and may in them create 

A love to truth, and teach 'em how to wait 

To know that pow'r that would their minds 
redeem | | 

From ev*ry fin, and gain them good eſteem, 

This to the youth would great advantage 
prove, 

And in the parents ſhew the ſtrength of love, 

Which to their children's good more amply 
tend, 

Than bulky fortunes which _— they'll 
ſpend. | i 


I thought, 'tis true, how much he might 
have ſaid, 5 
Had he but then a farther progreſs made; 
Had he review'd the Church's preſent ſtate, 
So zealous once, ſo much deprav'd of late, 
80 
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So much declined from that godly 8 
Which in our early Worthies did appear : 
Who were influenc'd by that juſt regard 
That rather acts from 2uty than reward. 
Theſe uſeful hints J thought might aptly be 
Well recommended to iny friend C— 
But when JI wrote what firſt to me occurr'd,. 
(By zeal and love together jointly ſpurr'd) 
The fruitful ſubject much deceiv'd my quill,. 
Which, more than hints, did ſundry- pages 
fill : 55 
a thus the bounds [ firſt intendeq, 
I've done the work I would have recom- 
mended; 5 
That as the Youth by him admoniſh'd were, 
The Elders might as juſtly have a ſhare: 
Not ſolid Elders, grounded well in truth, 
| But careleſs ones, unmindful of the Youth; 
Old in profeſſion, older yet in years, 
In whom as yet no juſt concern appears 
| For Sion's welfare, or the Church's good, 
| 


Though getting wealth by them is under- 
| ſtood : | 
Whoſe earthly minds, by 1 70 64 eue 
employ'd, 
| Think all is well, if riches are enjoy 9, 


E 


In graſping after which, th' Apoſtle * faith 
Some, then believers, erred from the faith, 


And pierc'd themſelves by many ſorrows, which 


Men fall into by haſt'ning to be rich ; 


Whoſe nat'ral offspring, by example ſway'd, 


And by the pleaſing bait too ſoon betray'd ; 

Their wealth they mix, their heaps together 
lav, 

The parents thus their children oft betray 
To Join in marriage, not unto the Lord, 
Who ſundry cauſes of complaint afford: 
Thus parents they become, before they know 
The ſource from whence all ſolid comforts flow; 
And while they know it not, we can't expect 
They ſhould their children to the truth direct: 
Thus avarice and negligence, we lce, 
Ot laſting hurt and conſequence may be. 
Tho' good advice, and conduct too, may fail, 
Yet many times we ſee it does prevail: 
But no endeavours, can have no ſucceſs; 
Where care is not, there's none for God to 

bleſs. 

Thus, want of zeal and care, too often 
| brings 
An inlet firſt to ſmall, then greater things; 


* Tim. vi. 10. 


From 


— 


— — 
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From ſmall beginnings great events proceed, 
And early failings greater evils breed: 


Plainneſs, as trifles, firſt is laid aſide, 


In ſpeech, and clothing, and purſuing pride; 
They next the caſtoms of the world admire, 
Behave like others, others ways deftre 
This leads to join in company, and then 
They love to att and do like other men ; 
Affect to look like others, high and great, 
And not behold the ſnare, till *tis too late; 
Profuſely live, with tables richly ſpread, 
As free from humble thoughts as full of 
bread; 
Grandly appear, expedting to advance 
Themfelves thereby, and fortunes to enhance; 
Buſineſs they love, and croud themſelves with 
trade, 
Their reſt they break, and peace of mind in- 
invade, 


No inward check can ſcarce attend to hear,. 


Nor to its juſt reproof can lend an ear; 

Trade muſt be minded, bus'neſs carried on, 

And new - contrived ſchemes be thought upon: 

The mind, thus hurried, oft is forcly vex'd, 

And the affairs of life too much perplex'd. 
| | The 
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The mind ambitious cannot ſtoop to ſee 

The danger nigh, or think 'till ever be; 

They trade, they ſpend, and more they ſpend 
than gain, 

Till ſtraits attend, and ies proves in vain; 


Their pride then falls, their ſubſtance being 


low, 
They've not wherewith to pay thoſe ſums 
they owe; 
Compound perhaps, and pay the quarter part, 
Then ſtrive to live by ſhifts and turns of art: 
Perhaps by breaking, ſome advantage gain, 
Tho? other men thereby great loſs ſuſtain ; 
Cauſe much reproach and ſcandal to be chrown 
Upon the people they pretend own; 
This evil conduct plainly gives the lie 
To their pretenſions, tho' exceeding high: 
For who, that is not #20747, can pretend 
To own the truth, and call himſelf a Friend; 
Or ſay the Chriſtian doctrine he believes, 
Who thus by fraud his creditor deceives. 
Our actions always louder ſpeak than words, 
And of our hearts the cleareſt view affords : 
True ſaving faith by * works is rightly ſhown, 
As trees by fruits are only truly f Known, 


* James ii. 3. + Matt, vii. 16, 17, 18, 20. 


As 


(an 2: 

As * Iſrael was commanded to behold 

Abr'am and Sarah, in the days of old, 

Whoſe great uprightneſs and integrity 

Was doubtleſs what the Lord would have 
them ſee; 

Let us now then our Ancients conduct view, 

And to our Youth the like advice renew, 

That they may ſee the zeal and circum- 
ſpection 

Of our fore. fathers, and from due inſpection 

Of their good ways, may raiſe a Juſt re- 
flection; 

And ſee, if we their virtues do retain, 

With whom the ſame profeſſion doth remain. 


Our Friends at firſt no ſuch examples gave, 
But with the utmoſt caution did behave ; 
And being then with godly fear endu'd, 

Such cauſe of ſcandal purpoſely eſchew'd, 

And yet with proper care their trades pur- 
_ . 

And as their zeal was great, their ſuff rings 
large, 

And labour much, their duty to diſcharge 


* Iſa. li. 1, 2. 


With 


th.) 
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Wich faithfulneſs, ſo were they diligent 

And juſt reproach entirely to prevent, 

Had what was meet, and with it were con- 
tent; 

No great expences did their lives attend, 

Nor living great and high, their ſubftance 
ſpend, | 

No needleſs diſhes did they then provide, 

Nor no utenfils, merely bought, for pride; 

No promiſe broke, nor ſhuffling contract made, 

Abſtemious were in life, and juſt in trade; 

Sincere their words, as plain their hearts as 
dreſs, | 

Which well agree wick what they did profeſs; 

And as the laws and fines were then ſevere, 

Their minds were fill'd with honeſty and care; 

Quick payments made, that what they loſt 
might be 

Their own, and not another's, property ; 

Thus they preſerv'd, with godlineſs and fear, 

The teſtimony which they had to bear. 


T hope 'twill be with very much regret, 
That I ſhall once be tempted to forget 
That my own father once a pris'ner was 
| With many others, for God's right'ous cauſe, 


* And 
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And tho' but young in years, was greatly bleſt 
Wich favours which his children ſince poſſeſt. 

Shall we, his iſſue, who are left behind, 
Thoſe things enjoy, and yet not call to mind 
His early zeal, on which the bleſſing came, 
Or ſhould not rather imitate the ſame? 
Shall we, or others, from the truth decline, 
Which in its luſtre made our Ancients ſhine ? 
And ſhall we not upon that arm depend, 
That gave em ſtrength and courage to the 
end ; | | 
Preſerv'd 'em truly faithful all their days, 
And made 'em thus a people to his praiſe ? 
Shall caſe and fullneſs lead our minds aſtray 
To take our flight, as on the“ Sabbath day? 
And ſhall we from that principle depart, 
Which only can inform the darkeſt heart; 
Subdue our wills, our paſſions regulate, 
And bring the ſoul to a regeemed ſtate 4 


When men neglect this true, this inward 


guide, 
They have no ſafe nor certain rule beſide; ; 


Their darling Reaſon can no ſtandard be, 
Since its admirers never all agree. 


* Matt, xxiv. 20. 


1 


One ſet of men, by Reaſon, will pretend 
Their own peculiar notions to defend; 

While others, having Reaſon, ſtill in view, 
As ſtrongly urge its oppoſite for true; 

But Grace from God, which truly is divine, 
Doth {till the ſame in ev'ry conſcience ſhine, 
Leads all from ſin, and gives them to poſſeſs 
The peace of God, the fruir of righteouſneſs, 
As *tis obey'd, and brings them to agree 

By joint experience, forms ſuch unicy 

In faith and doctrine, as the learn'd and wiſe ) 
By Forms and Creeds could never yet adviſe, 
And proves more laſting than their ſtrongeſt 0 
5 ge | ) 
Tho' this be ſtill the happy caſe of ſome, 
Who to this bleſſed fellowſhip are come; 

It muſt be own'd *'twould be a copious theme, 
Were I at large to ſay to what extreme 

Of liberty, profeſſors have run on, 

What lengths advanc'd, into what evils gone; 
Nay, ſome of late, profeſſing truth appear 
More ſwift than others, more exempt from fear, 
To run with pleaſure into each excels 

Of varying paſſions, and of modiſh dreſs ; 
Nor can they bear ſound language to retain, 
Or. wear apparel decent, neat and plain : 


XJ 2 Unmindful 
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Unmindful where they ſtep, or where they 
tread, 

They by example thus their children lead 

Into the ways of vanity and ſin, 

Which by degrees, they're fix'd and ſettled in: 

Their tender minds, thus being drawn aſide, 

Become in love with gazzy and pride, 

And with the vicious habits, ways and words, 

Which this licentious wicked age affords ; 

Thus worldly glory now doth captivate, 

And folly rules the ſmall as well as great: 

Much need there 1s, their danger to lament, 

And call upon them timely to repent, 

And to convince them that it is in vain, 

That they a form of godlineſs retain, 


23 (If that they have) while ſtrangers to the 


pow'r, 
Which can preſerve them in a trying hour; 
For as by Satan many ſnares are laid, 
So are the careleſs eaſily betray'd. | 
As fruit unripe, when gather'd from the tree, 
Will ſoon its reliſh loſe, and wither'd be; 
And as the building that's upon the ſand, 
Can bear no ſtorm, nor in a tempeſt ſtand, 
So when ſuch men to trial are expos'd, 


And their profeſſion is thereby diſclos'd, 
The 
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The linſey-woolley garment will appear, 
Which God forbad his people once to ® wear; 
And mingled feed, which in their fields is 


ſown, 


Whoſe hated crop no ſort of grain will own; 


Such Babel builders with confuſion ſhew 
Their faith is laſting as the morning dew : 
Let theſe conſider, if they blindly run 

As ſwiftly forward as they have begun, 
Thus to decline from truth in the poſſeſſion, 


They by degrees will wholly leave profeſſion ;: 


And this I am afraid will ſurely be 

Too plainly ſeen in their poſterity ;- 

Who have of late ſo {ſwiftly ſwerv'd aſide 

Into excels of liberty and pride, 

And more than this, have not refrain'd the 
crimes, 

Nor ſhun'd he vaineſt follien of the times, 


Sports, plays and games, yea things too groſs. 


to mention, 


Are now become the proofs of their declen- 


ſion. 
But yet we ſee, the Land will (till bloke: 
To have a people, and will fons invite 


— Levit 19. Deut. 1 1 ; 
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To come from far, and daughters who ſhall be 
Servants to him, and ſhall his kingdom ſee; 
For greater the convincement now appears, 
Than hath been ſeen before for divers years, 
As the declenſion has come faſter on, 
And divers are from our profeſſion gone: 
This plainly ſhews that God is ftill the ſame, 
And always will the hearts of ſome inflame 
With holy zeal, to propagate his truth; 
And ſuch there are among the riſing youth, 
Who will withſtand the breaking of his laws, 
And ſay with David, 1s there not a cauſe ? 
While thoſe unfaithful ſons he will reject, 
Nor can the parent's righteouſneſs protect; 
Tho' Neoab, Abr'am, Dan'el, ſtand before | 
The preſence of the Lord; and him implore; | 
Vet can they not by their own righteouſneſs, 
| Save either ſon or daughter in diſtreſs, 


_ Tho? uanbelief may giant-like ariſe, 


And like Coliab, Iſrael's God deſpiſe, 


nd human nature glory in its might, 
* * in its parts and faculties delight; 
Boaſt of its knowledge, its attainments prize, 
And to itſelf aſcribe its being wiſe; 

And 


. 

And what it cannot in its wiſdom ſee, 

It will not own; pretend, it cannot be. 

Hence all religion's fully laid aſide, 

And ſcripture- evidence by ſome deny'd;. 

So is the looſe to their affections given, 

And men, by Satan, to exceſſes driven; 

Yet truth is truth, as ſuch it will abide 

When unbelief and error mult ſubſide ;. 

For as its evidence can never fail, 

It always muſt, and ever will, prevail: 

When to the mind this evidence is clear, 

Then unbelief at once will diſappear; 

Like as the ſun, . when firſt it doth ariſe, . 

Doth fill with glorious light the earth and 
ſkies, | 

Driving the darkneſs, miſts, and fogs, away, 

And by its luſtre cauſe the cheerful day, 

Diffuſing light and warmth to the creation, 

And to the living yielding preſervation ;. 

Both plants, and herbs, and living creatures, 
ae 

Partakers of its warmth, its ſuccour ſhare: 

So:when the truth ariſes in the ſoul], . 

Nor death, nor darkneſs, can its force con- 

troul: 


The 


„ 

The mind muſt then unto its light give way, 

And error yield to its ſuperior ray: 

For he that on the Son of God believes, 

An inward MWitneſs hath, that ne'er deceives, 

Nor never can yea, ſcarce admits a doubt, 

Which, he that. don't believe, muſt be- 
without: | 

For who can have a certain evidence 

Of what he only holdeth in ſuſpence? 

Faith comes from God, which he that don't 
receive, 

Cannot in God, nor in his Son, believe: 

He may, tis true, pretend an outward faith 

In what of God, or Chriſt, the Scripture ſaith, 

And yet to ſaving faith a ſtranger be, 

Nor know the 774th, nor find the myſtery, 

Which, having been for ages paſt conceal'd, 

Is by the F Ge/ pel ligbi again reveal'd ; 

Chriſt, by his Spirit, in the inward part, 

Subduing ſin, and cleanſing of the heart. 

Tho' men, by ſearching curious things, may 
find, | 

Yet 0 men, as ſuck, are always ＋ blind; 


*- John v. 10. + Col. i. 26. f Rom. viii. 6, 7. 


Since 
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Since man, by wi/dom, cannot know the“ Lord, 
Nor his acquirements certainty afford: 
Tho' this, from ſuch, hath ever been con-) 


_ ceal'd, ' 
And been unto them as a book that's pf F if 
ſeal'd, | 


Let this to babes in Chriſt is now I reveal'd. 


I own with grief, our youth J often view, 10 
As oft believe this obſervation true, 1 
As what muſt always be the conſequence i 
That ever did, and will proceed from thence, 
Where education don't the judgment reach, 
Nor true conviftion thus our children teach; 
Theſe live at large, theſe no religion know, 
From bare tradition their pretenſions flow: 
From hence ariſes that reproach, that we, 
For want of conduct, now too frequent ſee. 
Men, truly wiſe, will the diſtinctions make, 1 
Nor call them Friends, nor ſuch for Members 


take, 1 
And not through them our principles deſpiſe, 
For want of which alone theſe things ariſe. (i | 


Cor. 1, 21. and 27. + 11a. xxix. 11, to 14. lf 
1 Mat. xi. 235. | | | 
| ) 

| 
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And if our youth thus to perſiſt reſolve, 
They muſt of courſe into the world revolve, 
And fall into the ſame depraved ſtate 
Our Friends were in, while unregenerate ; 
Before they heard the high and holy call, 
Or knew the pow'r thar brought em from the 
r 
Or felt the quicknings of the heav'nly Word 
Which rais'd em up from death to ſerve the 
Lord, 
And being thus redeem'd, they ke their 
love 

Wean'd from this world, and fix d on that 
above. 

O bleſſed change! O joyful, happy ſtate! 
The fooliſh being wiſe, the humble great! 
O that profeſſors would be truly wiſe, 
And ev'ry fading trifling thing deſpiſe, 

That would their minds enſnare and captivate, 
And give them reſt in a polluted ſtate, 


And tho? in things eſſential moſt miſtake, 
And forms, and ſhews, for true religion take, 
Not apprehend its work, nor clearly ſee 
What its deſign and only end ſhould be; 


(Which 
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(Which is our luſts and paſſions to controul, 
And work complete converſion in the ſoul,) 

Suppoſing Chriſt has full atonement made, 
And for our paſt and future fins has paid: 
Thus finning at his coſt with full career, 
They ſee no danger, entertain no fear, 

But hereby vainly think ſalvation ſure, 

Or early to be made with eaſe ſecure 

By ſome device of man, ſome low“ attempt, 
By which the careleſs think themſelves exempt, 
From anxious care, to know the work within, 
Of being ſaved, and redeem'd from fin, 
By which too vainly they expect to gain 

A memberſhip with Chriſt, and with him 
| reign, 

While ef remains alive unmortify'd, 
The will and vile affections not deny'd. 
Although too many thus are much deceiv'd 
To mimick what they have not ſcarce believ'd, 


And call that faith where judgment cannot be; 


And practiſe things whoſe uſe they never ſee. 

Thus faith and judgment to their wills comply 

Ümplicitly to yield, yet know not why; 
Like men blind-folded, dare not peep to ſee 


The ſad and wretched ſtate in which they be, 


4 Sprinkling of. Infants. 
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Leſt when they look about with open eyes, 

They ſhould behold their caſe in their ſurprize, 
Thus they remain in darkneſs, and ſuppoſe 

Their ignorance a kind of ſafe repoſe, 

And full excuſe for what they do not ſee ; 

They therefore ſhut their eyes, and hope to be 
Secure in danger, eaſy in a ſtate 

Not chang'd, not ſav'd, nor yet regenerate : 
Thus thro' unſoundneſs in, the Chriſtian faith, 

And not regarding what our Saviour * ſaith, 
They groſsly err, and run ſo great a length, 

As moſtly to beſtow their time and ſtrength 
Themſelves to pleaſe—Yet theſe can clearly 
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When conduct and profeſſion don't agree: 

They know that we do higher things profeſs, 

And therefore they expect of us no leſs, 

Than that we ſhould accordingly behave, 
Tho' they themſelves are not ſo ſtrict and 

grave; | 

Nor yet pretend to wait for pow'r divine 

Their hearts to cleanſe, and conlſc' ences re- 
fine. 
But if we act againſt what we 33 
And run with them into the ſame exceſs, 


John ji. 3. 
And 
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And with them vie, their cuſtoms imitate, 

And from our known opinions deviate; 

This mean compliance they with ſcorn deſpiſe, 

And call that fooliſh, which we think is wife: 

As hypocrites, and vain profeſſors, then 

We ſhall be thought, as ſuch, deſpis'd of men. 

Did we like Friends in all reſpe&s behave, 

Then men would ſoon their harſh reflections 
leaves 

Did good behaviour thus deſerve regard, 

Our virtue then would have its own reward, 

And ſtill this cauſe would have this good 
effect, 

Strangers would more our principles inſpect; 

Which when they come with ſeriouſneſs to ſee, 

And find our conduct thereunto agree, 

They would be juſt, and from impartial view, 

Declare our conduct good, our notions true: 

So would our credit and eſteem abound, 

The truth of which is by experience found. 


Where *tis not fo, we may confeſs with ſname 


Our doctrine true, and we ourſelves to blame, 
What conduct doth from principles ariſe, 
Moſt prudent men have ceaſed to deſpiſe; 


Y | And 
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And others well from long experience know 
Our ſcruples do from true conviction flow. 
A favour which, by ſuff rings great was gain'd, 
And by continued faithfulneſs obtain'd. 
Though ſome upon our conduct ſtill reflect, 
From whom we may no better things expect: 
Becauſe theſe men for gain are always bent, 
And aiming ſtill their wages to augment 
By freſh demands, which as we do deny, 
And ſtill againſt their practice teſtify, | 
And when requir'd, aſl gn our reaſons * 
Theſe moſtly will our principles oppoſe, 
And think us too their moſt avowed foes; 
Whoſe frowns and flights, as they alone pro- 
Ceed | 
From int'reſt, not from judgment, none will 
heed, 
But ſuch whom they deceive, or who have 
been 
Strangers to us, have not our writings ſeen. 
For though the ſtrength of prejudice is great, 
We may, with thankful * obſerve of 
late, 
They're few that do the truth, or us, deſpiſe, 
But ſuch as moſtly do from hence ariſe, 


When 


Uh truly worthy to be look'd upon: 
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When I upon theſe ſerious things reflect, 
I freely own, they do my heart affect, 
Left he, who to our fathers did appear, 
Taught them his mind, and led them in his 
"The, | | 
The goſpel tidings in his name to ſpread, 
And to proclaim them in his holy dread: 
Whoſe faithful labours he was pleas'd to bleſs 
With great convincement, and admir'd 
ſucceſs, 
Should their deſcendants utterly forſake, 
And from their offspring his regard ſhould take, 
And call in others, who ſhall freely ſhare 
The favours which he did for them prepare; 
Becauſe his table will be filled with gueſt, 
And he that comes, when calPd, is ſurely 
bleſt. 


The good advice which David gave his ſon, 


If thou, my ſen, will jzek the Lord, ſaid he, 
Then will the Lord thy God be found of * thee ;\ 
Bu if thou ſeek him not, but bim forſake, 
He will his bl:fſing ever from thee take. 


* 1 Chron, xxviii. 9. 
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As this to him was well obſerved then, 
So is it true to all degrees of men; 
And for a laſting truth it will remain, 
Nor was it then on him beſtow'd in vain; 
He wi/dom aſk'd of God, he wiſdom found, 
With what he aſked not, he did abound ; 
And yet altho' he was with wiſdom bleſs'd, 
And in abundance earthly things poſſeſs'd, 
| We ſee how unbelieving wives bewitch, 
And certain ſnares too oft attend the rich; 
| His wives, his wealth, bis pleaſure, and his 

pride, 

Debas'd his wi/dom, made his zeal ſubſide, 

And made him from his own experience know 
The bitter end of all the ſweets below : _ 

But yet, tis my belief, he did repent 

The loſs of time by him ſo vainly ſpent. 

Let all conſider this, who would from hence 
l Urge his exceſſes as a vain pretence 
g For ſuch extremes—Let theſe conſider then 
| That he a preacher did become to men, 
| That he might amply ſhew and repreſent 
The ſmall degree of pleaſure and content, 
'That earthly things to men afford, which he 
Declares to be entirely vanity: 


| What 


1 

What could he more have done, than to relent, 
Aud write, that he examples might prevent 
From his miſconduct, that his ſins might be 
A laſting caution co poſterity ? 


Theſe things, kind reader, being wrote in 
ove, 
Will not, I hope, t to thee unfruitful prove; 
Wherein I've labour'd all I could to be 
From needleſs words, or flights of fancy, 
free; 
And purpoſely endeavour'd to expreſs, 
The things intended, in the plaineſt dreſs. 


Art thou a youth ?: The beſt. companions 
chooſe; : | 

The looſe and airy, - with contempt, refuſe : 

Believe the ſaered writings to be true; 

Give juſt obedience, where the ſame is due: 

Be modeſt, prudent, careful, wiſe and juſt, 

In all things mu, and faithful to thy truſt. 


Art thou advanced — more in years? 
Reject the pois'nous notion that appears 
In ſuch of late, whom Satan does deceive, 
Nor queſtion truths 1 in which thou ſhould'ſt 
believe; 
T 2 On 
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On which no good, but evil may AoC, : 


Witneſs a late and witty Author's * end, 


Who did ſuch notions far too much defend · 


Art thou a parent? Be concern'd to live 
So circumſpect, that thou advice may'ſt give 
To children, and to ſervants, that they may 
With due regard, thy juſt commands obey. 


Art thou an Elder? So thyſelf conduct, . 
That thou thereby the younger may'ſt inſtruct. 


Art thou a eacber? Let thy works agree. 
With thy advice, do thou a pattern be. 


Art thou a merchant ? Venture but thine. 
own ; - 
And if thou looſeſt, pity will be ſhown; 'N 
Thy honeſt prudence, and induſtr'ous care 
Will: plead thy cauſe, when thou art not 
aware; | 
Raiſe many friends for thee to intercede, 


And help thee alſo in the time of need. 


„Ec B-] a famous D who lately drowned 
himſelf in the Thames, | 
Art 
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Art thou a trader? Act witn caution ſtill, 
Let judgment rule thy actions and thy will; 
Daily obſerve thy profit and expence, | 
And thou may'ſt ſoon a judgment form 
from thence 
What will in time become the conſequence. 
Spend leſs than what thou get'ſt, and this will 

be 

A laſting rule of ſafety unto thee : 
And then, if unexpected loſs attends, 
Thy caſe will alſo raiſe thee many friends. 


If thou art rich, truſt not at all therein; 
Becauſe it is idolatry and fin.. 
Many are guilty of idolatry, | 
Who never bow to images the knee. 
Love firſt the living God, and him adore, 
Prize all his gifts, but love the giver more. 
If wealth increaſe, help thoſe that are in need, 
Their burdens eaſe with pleaſure and with: 
ſpeed; 
Conclude thyſelf in debt to him that gave it, 
And always think how quickly thou may'ſt 
leave it; 
That he that gave ou this, may alſo bleſs 
Thy labour with the comfort of ſucceſs, 
And tho' thou giv'ſt, thou may'ſt not have 


the leſs. 
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If thou art poor, be honeſt, Juſt and wiſe, 


And thou ſhalt know thy friends from hence 


ane; 
Thy toil and labour will be alſo bleſt 


With peace of mind, and in thy ge reſt, 


Much might be faid, but hints may now 
ſuffice, 

A word may prove ſufficient to the wiſe ; 
What e' er thy ſtation or condition be, 
Truſt thou in God, and he'll provide for thee ; 
Serve him in truth, be mindful ſtill of this, 
Regard what ſhews thee when thou deft amiſs ; 
This gives true peace and happineſs at laſt, 


When all theſe low and fading things are paſt, 


Did we not on a future ſtate depend; 


Did with our lives our joys and ſorrows end; 


The man that doth his courſe with virtue 
ſteer, 

Has ſtill the moſt and trueſt comfort here: | 

Becauſe the conflicts which the righteous find, 


Are not like horror to a guilty mind; 


Nor can afflictions here be well too great, 


That tend to glory 1 in a future ſtate. 


A POSTSCRIPT, 


12 


A 
POSTSCRIET, 


PEOPLE OF ALL OTHER PERSUASIONS. 


HUS having, reader, in this ſhort Eſſay 
Endeavour'd here (tho' briefly) to 
diſplay, | 
How far a certain ſe of Chriſtians are 
Become too much unlike what firſt they were 


In life, and conduct, though rais'd up of late, 


And their beginning of no longer date 
Than yet ſcarce ninety years; if in that ſ pace 
Some have declin'd their zeal and love apace, 
Fet, to be juſt, I muſt the truth declare, 
No other /e# may with them yet compare, 


All 


| 
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All things conſider'd, take them ev'ry way; 
Their doctrine and ceconomy ſurvey: 
The prudent care they generally obſerve 
O'er ſuch as from their wonted practice 
ſwerve: 
The due relief they yield unto their poor; 
And way of marriage, never us'd before, 
Incapable of ſtealth, were (men ſo bent) 
Nor to be done without complete conſent: 
The great advances by their teachers made 
In true religion, though employ'd in trade; 
Though not in learning, nor in ſcience; ſkill'd, 
Let with the e of ſalvation-fill'd, 
Untainted yet by lucre; fill'd with zeal, 
Theſe to the conſciences of men appeal, 
And boldly laſh the vices of mankind, 
Not bound by hire, from wages unconfin'd 
So that from hence true knowiedge doth in- 
creaſe, . 

And oft produce the fruits of 3 Joy and peace 
Whilſt others love the world, and loſe their 
ground, 

And in the ſteps of libertines are found: 

If theſe deſerve ſuch juſt and equal blame, 
How much more they, from whom th' ex- 
ample came * 


Who 


2 
Who having been profeſſors long before, 
And long declining, are declined more: 
Was I to fay how far ſuch deviate 
And leave their pure, their once reformed 

ſtate, 

It would become too great a work for me, 
A volume fill, which they'd not like to ſee. 


If I have ſpar'd not thoſe whom moſt I 
love, | 
And cannot things unjuſt in them approve; 
Nor like to ſee them vain, like other men, 
Without rebuke or caution from my pen ; 
Let not the careleſs looſe profeſſors be 
Puff'd vainly up, with theſe reproofs from 

me 

On our profeſſors, but let each profeſſion 
See they be clear of ev'ry ſuch tranſgreſſion; 
And that they alſo may in truth poſleſs 
The practice of thoſe tenets they profeſs ; 
Preſerve the kernel alſo with the ſhell, 
And in the Temple at the altar dwell, 


Not pleas'd with forms, and ſo in forms 
reſort 


To worſhip God but in the outward court, 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt they in all the fopperies engage, 


And hug the vices of a ſinful age; 
Leſt they be alſo weigh'd, and wanting found, 
And greater faults in them than us abound. 


SUTTON BENJjaR, in Wilthire, 
11th of the 24 Month, 1741. | 
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The Evpitor has been favoured with the fol- 
lowing Pieces ſince the 1 of the Work was 
printed, 


JANE CROSSFIELD. 
Sutton Benger, 8th of 


11th Month, 1763. 


\UITE in the country, in a rural dome, 
A little village is my native home: 


Here firſt I breath'd, and ſo became the care [ 


Of an induſtrious, frugal, pious, pair; 

And Providence propitious deign'd to bleſs 

Their outward labours with deſir'd ſucceſs. 

He gave them thankful hearts in their con- 
dition, 

And bleſs'd their — unde their tui- 
tion. 


E . When 


A 
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When ſuitable, for years I was remov'd 
From thoſe 1 honour'd, and from thoſe I lov'd; 
And in the great metropolis was planted 


Where their advice and help I often wanted, 


Amidſt the hurries and the ſtrife of trade 
I found myſelf alone—depriv'd of aid 
From outward help—no counſellor had I 


On whom I could with confidence rely, 


To caſe my doubts, or to remove my fears, 


Or ſympathize with my afflictive tears : 


Then to my parents' God I turned mine eyes 

To him in ſecret offer'd up my cries; 

In whoſe compaſſion I was not forgot, 

And ſoon ꝓerceiv d what muſt become my lot; 

To leave the city men ſo much admire, 

And to my native place again retire. 

Where having ſpent my ſtrength and * 
of life, 


Bleſt with a virtuous and religious wife, 
And divers children — But kind Providence 
Has in his wiſdom mar d my ſons from 


hence | | 
To.cities, where I could no freedom find, 


Nor there reſide with ſolid peace of mind; 


But choſe obedience to the heav'nly will, 
And in my ſtation his commands fulfil. 


Nr | = Thus 
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Thus having labour'd nearly forty years 
Yet to the church ſmall benefit appears; 


Some have awak'd, who uy ſlept } 
again; | 

Some rous'd from death, but life they Y 
dont retain; | 

With peace 1 can't from labouring * 
frain, | J 


But leave th' event and faithful hope to be 

Till death ſhall terminate the work with me, 

To ſome few ſouls ſome good perhaps has 

been 

In ſecret done; altho' by me unſeen. 

Tho' things are truly bad, they had been 
worſe 

If all had took an uncontrouled courſe. 

Had no advice, no labours, been beſtow'd, 

Nor cautions from the miniſter had flow'd ; 

No promiſe to afflicted ſouls apply'd, 

And information been to all deny'd ; 

*T1s hard to gueſs and harder to relate 

What would have been the church's woeful 
"RAE. 

Vet griev'd I ain to ſee ſuch devaſtations, 

In ſuch who have been bleſs'd with viſitations 


6 4 Immediate _ 
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Immediate by the holy inward word, 
And mediate by the ſervants of the Lord, 
With ſmall effect from both. The carnal mind 
From both doth often ſmall advantage find ; 
Becauſe it doth ſuch teachings diſregard, 
Yet will at laſt obtain a juſt reward. 
Sometimes I think that I was hither ſent 
The ruin of my children to prevent ; 
Where riches can't inyade, nor pride elate, 
As humbling thoughts IEG a middle 
ſtate. 
May Providence his love to us extend 
And guide us ſafely to our journey's end: 
Be with my children all, in ev'ry ſtation, 
And bleſs us with his daily preſervation. 
Thus have J freely told thee my condition, 
And ſhew'd the utmoſt height of my ambi- 
tion; 
Which is to fill up ev'ry PAR here, 
And ſee my children walk in godly fear; 
That they and others may my ſteps ſurvey, 


And ſhun the place where I have miſs'd my | 


Way; 
Some ſmall allowance make in obſervations 


Conſider firſt my in ward tribulations, 
My outward trials next and provocations; 


My 


1 
My native heat of temper how inclin'd 
Unto an active, lively, buſy mind; _ 
Hard to be check'd and fully curb'd in youth, 
And kept beneath the ſolid weight of truth. 


Where I have walk'd aright—let imitation | 
Excite each mind to act with emulation. = 
But ſome there are in conſtitution grave, 

Who ſlowly move and ſoberly-behave, 

Yet ſtrangers to the conflicts others find, 
Who are by nature otherwiſe-inclin'd ; 
Altho' the grave may be by ſome eſteem'd - 
And conſtitution be religion deem'd, 
Each ſoul knows beſt its inward bitterneſs, 
And ſees the cauſe of all its own diſtreſs. _ 
Bur ſtrangers can't the juſt man's path deſt roy, 
Nor intermeddle with his ſecret joy; 

But by the holy righreous Judge of all, 
Each one at laſt muſt either ſtand or fall. 


Jonn Far. 


ERILDMRtEN, 


Written in the 75th Year of his Age. 


'N my retirement you are often brought 
To be the objects of my care and thought, 
And ſometimes I conclude that whilſt I live. 
It is my duty ſome advice to give. 
At times ſome doubts ariſe, and ſometimes. 
fears; 


At other times a ſecret hope appears 


That as you know ſo well the Maſter's wall, 
The ſame you will be careful to fulfil. 
But then again I think what foes ariſe 


To combat man, and each in ſecret lies, 
To turn our feet unwarily afide 


From Virtues path, to thoughtleſineſs and 
pride; 


Or 
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Or into any ſin, to which the mind 
Is prone by nature, or too much inclin'd. 
The Devil, fleſb, and world are always near, 
And in their turns their gilded baits appear. 

The feſb would till be pamper'd, deck'd, and 
pleas'd, 
Exempt from toil, and by indulgence eas'd ; 
The world (in which we live) on ev'ry hand 
Would by its cuſtoms all our ways com- 

mand ; | 

The Devil alſo labours all he can 
To ſhew the greateſt enmity to man, 
By worldly things, endeav'ring to entice, 
And lead us blindly into ev'ry vice. 
Next after theſe tis needful I muſt add 
A two-fold luſt, in conſequence as bad, 
That of the ſeſb and egy2—for thefe allure, 
And raiſe up paſſions difficult to cure. 
Lhe firſt is pow'rful, and will lead the mind 
To ſenſual delights of ev'ry kind; 
The latter lead the eye abroad to ſee, 
To fall in love with dazzling vanity. 
But as theſe. evils are ſo clearly ſeen, 
Thope they moſtly have eſcaped been, 
And will be ſhun'd by you; but yet I fear: 
There is another danger often near; 
; Which 
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Which 1s (I doubt) you are too much employ'd N 
In commerce, for true peace to be enjoy'd. 
For this I know, that crowds of earthly things 
Enſnare the minds of men, and give them wings 
To flee from good, and lead their ſouls aſtray, 
That they have never time to walch or pray; 
Diverting from a ſecret aſpiration »-_ 
To Him from whom is all our conſolation; 
Our preſervation only comes from thence ; 
'Tis God alone who gives an inward ſenſe 
Of all our daily wants, from whence at length 
Ariſes all our cries for inward ſtrength. 
If. this reſource be loſt, in vain we cry! 
In vain we hope for ſuccour and ſupply ! 
If this be wanting, weakneſs muſt enſue, 
And we to dangers are expos'd anew. . 
For if luke-warmneſs over us prevail, 

The vitals of religion ſoon will fail; 
And ſoon our words and actions will appear 
Void of the grace of God, and of his fear; 

Which we ſhould ee with all. our); 
win, 
To bring our thoughts and actions to the 
light, by 
That would diſcover clearly wrong from 
right; . 1 © 
9 Good 
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Good men do evil by this light diſcern, | 
And by his only, ev'ry duty learn: | 
From 2his it is that we receive the pow'r 
To ſhun the tempter, in the evil hour; | 
And as it comes from God to him will lead, | 
As we thereto are taking conſtant heed. | 
I' affent to truth, and ſaying we believe it, 
Unleſs in heart and mind we do receive it, 
Is not enough. He ſees the inward part, 


And knows the true intention of the heart. 
. . . 1 
As faith conceived only in the head, | 


Is like the body when the ſpirit's fled, 
Which very aptly may be ſtyled dead; 
Unleſs ſuch works appear as do declare 
That what we ſhould be, hat indeed we are. 
Be then concern'd in humble fear to wait | 
And ſeek for counſel as at wiſdom's gate; 
As her delight is with the ſons of men. | 
Why ſhould you not in earneſt ſeek it then | ? 
Be circumſpect and cautious in your ways, | 
And to the Lord your God devote your days; {| 
Let all your acts be ever underſtood 
That your deſign alone is doing good ; 
And let not your intentions be confin'd, 
But move with courteous ſtep to all mankind. 

1 8 From 
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From fooliſh waſte and avarice refrain, 
But give with lib'ral hand your honeſt gain. 
Avoid extremes whenever they appear, 
And in the middle path you'll ſafely ſteer, 


Hold faſt the truth, in which you have be- 


—_—— | 
And prize the pearl of price you have receiv'd 
Above the greateſt riches men poſſeſs, 
And all their rreaſures hoarded in exceſs; 


Which are but dro/s and dung compar'd to this, 


Becauſe the foretaſte of eternal bliſs, 
Be this your hope and daily care to gain, 
And fafely keep it, as it will remain 


Not only during life, but evermore 
A laſting treaſure, and an endleſs ſtore. 


— 
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